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Kenyan death cult suffocated my baby as its followers clapped and cheered 


MATTHEW FN 
CAMPBELL ‘==! 


A 


Shakahola, Kenya 


Stephen Mwiti holds up a blue 
check shirt and dark shorts that 
Samuel, his eldest son, wore to 
school. They and a few old photo- 
graphs are all he has left of the 
children and wife he lived with in 
Malindi, a tourist town on the Ken- 
yan coast. 

It is early morning. Outside, 
through the door of Mwiti’s one- 
room home, I can see other child- 
ren in the same check shirt making 


their way through the slum along a 
path of red earth to school. 

But Samuel will not need the 
school uniform his mother, Joan, 
made for him any more. The nine- 
year-old and five younger siblings 
starved to death in a forest along 
with Joan after she joined a cult 
promising salvation from the end 
of the world. 

Tales of mass suicide began to 
emerge last month. Since then the 
grim toll has become clearer. 

Clasping Samuel’s shirt to his 
face, asif to breathe ina memory of 
him, Mwiti, 45, explained that his 
wife had been pregnant when she 
left home with the children several 
months ago. She had given birth to 
another son in the forest. 

“Some survivors told me that 
my wife was allowed to breastfeed 


him for one day only,” he said. 
“After that they closed his eyes, a 
hand was placed over his mouth 
and nose, he was suffocated. 
Everyone clapped and celebrated. 
The son I never met was going 
straight to heaven.” 

Kenyan police said yesterday 
that they had recovered 201 
bodies, many of them children, 
from shallow graves in the Shaka- 
hola forest. Several dozen people 
were rescued. But with more than 
500 people associated with the 
cult still missing, the final toll is 
expected to be much greater. 

Paul Nthenge Mackenzie, 50, a 
taxi driver turned evangelist pas- 
tor, moved to the forest in 2019. 
His followers were allotted areas 
with biblical names such as 
Judea, Sidon and Tyre. He told 


Nursing union 
chief in U-turn 
over pay deal 


Patients face the threat of more strikes after 
anew demand for ‘double-digit’ increase 


Caroline Wheeler Political Editor 


The nursing union leader is 
demanding a double-digit pay rise 
for the profession in a U-turn from 
her previous position. 

Pat Cullen, general secretary of 
the Royal College of Nursing (RCN), 
had called for her members to 
accept the government’s offer of 
5 per cent. However, they rejected 
the deal by 54 per cent to 46 per 
cent and are preparing a ballot on 
whether to strike again. 

In an exclusive interview with 
The Sunday Times, Cullen has 
called on Stephen Barclay, the 
health secretary, to reopen negoti- 
ations and said the talks need to 
“start off in double figures”. 

This weekend, she will tell her 
members that she underestimated 
them. Speaking on the eve of the 
annual RCN congress in Brighton, 
she said: “My message to them is 
just how proud I am of them and of 
their courage. They are the most 
courageous people ... Looking 
back on this pay offer, I may per- 
sonally have underestimated the 
members and their sheer determi- 
nation. And I think what I would be 
saying to the prime minister, Rishi 
Sunak, is: ‘Don’t make that same 
mistake, don’t underestimate 
them’.” 

Cullen praised their “selfless- 
ness” for refusing the deal and los- 
ing pay on strike days to “stand up 


for the NHS”, which she claimed 
was “sailing dangerously closely to 
the wind”. 

She added: “Nurses believe it’s 
their duty and their responsibility 
because this government is not lis- 
tening to them on how to bring it 
back from the brink and the mes- 
sage to the prime minister is that 
they are absolutely not going to 
blink first in these negotiations.” 

The RCN originally pushed for a 
19 per cent pay rise. The govern- 
ment offered 5 per cent for 2023-24 
plus a one-off payment of at least 
£1,655. The negotiations covered 
two financial years and resulted in 
a consolidated increase of 9 per 
cent. The offer was accepted by 14 
unions, but not the RCN. 

Asked why nurses deserved 
more than other healthcare and 
public sector workers who have 
accepted the offer, Cullen said: 
“It’s not so long ago since the prime 
minister went on the media and 
very publicly said nurses are an 
exception. And I would totally 
agree with him ... They should be 
made an exception because they 
are exceptional people.” 

She called for fresh negotiations 
to “finish the job off” and avert 
months of strikes. “They [minis- 
ters] owe that to nursing staff not to 
push them to have to do another 
six months of industrial action 
right up to Christmas,” she said. 

“It’s just not right for the profes- 


sion. It’s not right for patients. But 
whose responsibility is it to resolve 
it? It is this government.” 

RCN members have held a series 
of strikes over the past six months 
alongside other health unions. 
NHS figures show they have led to 
the cancellation of more than 
500,000 appointments and opera- 
tions. The union’s previous six- 
month mandate to hold strikes 
ended on May 1. The new ballot for 
strike action will open on May 23 
and close a month later. 

Speaking at her office in Caven- 
dish Square, in central London, 
Cullen, who has been a nurse for 
40 years, said that going on strike 
was one of the “hardest decisions” 
she has made. 

She said her members felt the 
same, adding: “On the morning of 
strike action, I wake up early to 
hundreds of messages from nurses 
telling me they’re heartbroken; 
heartbroken to have to do it; heart- 
broken that it has come to this.” 

She said: “It’s a total privilege to 
be a nurse. We do what no one else 
can do ... To be with an individual 
when they enter this world, but 
also to be with them when they’re 
leaving. And so any talk from gov- 
ernment, or other people, that this 
is about being reckless, or nurses 
turning their back on patients, or 
not doing the decent thing for 
patients, or walking away, is so far 
Continued on page 2> 


them the “rapture” was coming — 
and that the world would end on 
April 15 this year. He allegedly 
ordered them to starve themselves 
and their infants to death so that 
they could escape the apocalypse 
and “meet Jesus in heaven”. 

Under this plan, a mass suicide 
was planned in phases beginning 
in March, according to Titus Kat- 
ana, an ex-member and deputy 
pastor in the cult who offered a 
chilling version of events matching 
» Mwiti’s, in which some of the 
victims were suffocated or 
buried alive. 

The first to starve were the 
children. “They were shut in 
huts for five days without 
food or water,’ Katana told 


Stephen Mwitilost his family 


WALES, DOUZE POINTS 


me in the forest. “Then they 
wrapped them in blankets and 
buried them, even the ones still 
breathing.” 

The women were supposed to 
be next, then the men. “The pastor 
and his family would be the last to 
go,” said Katana, who is helping 
police with their investigation. 

While Mackenzie’s followers 
lived in makeshift homes of poly- 
thene sheeting, the leader’s house 
had a thatched roof, furniture, tel- 
evision and a tiled bathroom. He 
showed little interest in fasting: 
“He had plenty of food: rice, milk, 
beans, maize, soya, porridge.” 

Katana had left the cult months 
before. “The pastor’s teaching had 
become strange, he spoke of things 
I do not believe,” he said. His wife 
and six children had remained in 


the forest, however, until he 
returned earlier this year, braving 
“scouts” armed with clubs and 
machetes to rescue them as the 
fatal fasting began. “My family 
were very happy to be taken away 
from there,” he said, without elab- 
orating. 

Matted with dense knots of 
impenetrable, thorny bush, the 
cult’s forest hideaway spans some 
800 acres near the Sabaki river — 
just down the road from Kenya’s 
Tsavo national game park, a big 
tourist attraction. 

The case has evoked compari- 
sons with the mass killing 45 years 
ago of more than 900 followers of 
the “Reverend” Jim Jones, who 
drank cyanide-laced fruit punch at 
gunpoint in their cult’s compound 
Continued on page 4> 
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The Princess of Wales joins the Eurovision party, playing the piano for a film that introduced the song contest last night. Liverpool, 
recognised by Guinness World Records as the capital of pop, was hosting the competition on behalf of last year’s winners, Ukraine. Big 
screens throughout the city showed all the action, including the UK's real entry, Mae Muller. Cocktails and cheesy pop legends, page 3 


William ‘wants a different coronation from King’ 


Roya Nikkhah Royal Editor 


The Prince of Wales wants his coro- 
nation to “look and feel different” 
from the King’s — and one notable 
absence will be a “homage of the 
people”. 

At Charles’s service last week- 
end, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
invited the congregation at West- 
minster Abbey and all those follow- 
ing around the world to swear their 
allegiance to the King and his 


“heirs and successors”, a decision 
that prompted controversy. A 
source close to Prince William said: 
“There is no way he will go down 
that route or anything like it.” 

Those close to William, 40, said 
he has been “reflecting” on the 
events of last week, and consider- 
ing how to “evolve” the ancient 
service. He is keen for his corona- 
tion to be “modern” and “rele- 
vant”. 

A royal source said: “He is really 


thinking — how do we make his cor- 
onation feel most relevant in the 
future? He is mindful of the fact 
that in 20 years’ time, or whenever 
his time comes, how can the coro- 
nation be modern but also unifying 
to the nation and the Common- 
wealth? I think his coronation will 
look and feel quite different.” 

The source added: “Are court- 
iers sitting at Kensington Palace 
coming up with a grand plan about 
what the next Bridge will look like? 


No. [London Bridge was the code- 
name for Queen Elizabeth IPs 
death]. 

“But of course the prince and his 
team are reflective about the 
events of last week and it is 
extremely important to him that it 
evolves to be relevant whenever it 
happens.” 

@RoyaNikkhah 


Full story, page 5 
Camilla Long, page 27 
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THESE DA&ys You HAVE To 
Go To THE SORTING OFFICE 
TO BITE A POSTMAN 


Letters delivered once a week in the land that Royal Mail forgot 


Residents must drive 
to sorting offices to 
collect their own mail 
— and send alerts if 
they spot a postie 


Louise Eccles 
Consumer Affairs Editor 


At the Royal Mail sorting office in 
Bromley, southeast London, on 
Friday residents were queueing to 
collect stacks of letters after daily 
deliveries fell to once a fortnight. 
Julie Reeves, 63, drives three 
miles from Catford to collect her 
mail every few days with her 
husband, who is in his eighties. On 
Friday, she collected 14 letters, 
including a bill for her Next 
shopping account. “We have been 
getting letter deliveries once a 


week since July,” she said. “We 
used to have a regular postie who 
delivered by 9.30am every day. 
This month, I haven’t seen a Royal 
Mail van on our road for ten days.” 
Royal Mail is required by law to 
deliver letters six days a week, 
excluding bank holidays, to all 
postcodes for the same price, but 
Bromley is only one of a number 
of areas where residents are 
reporting unreliable deliveries. 
Last week at the Bromley 
collection point, an 85-year-old 
man was collecting a pile ofat 
least 15 letters after not receiving a 


single item of mail for “quite a few 
days”. “The postman came this 
morning but said he was only 
delivering parcels,” he said. 
Royal Mail is grappling with 
staff shortages, financial losses 
and industrial disputes over 
changes to working practices. 
The company recently asked 
the government if it could end 
Saturday letter deliveries due to 
declining volumes but the idea 
was rejected, with the 
Department for Business and 
Trade saying “there needs to bea 
strong case to demonstrate these 


changes will meet the needs of the 
UK public”. 

Despite this, some residents say 
a six-day service appears to have 
ceased in their area and report 
missing hospital letters, important 
bills, fixed-penalty notices and 
driving licences. “We are all doing 
our own postal service,” said 
Michelle, 54, as she queued for 
half a dozen letters. “We get 
parcels delivered mostly, but not 
the letters.” 

Last week, it was announced 
that Royal Mail’s chief executive, 
Simon Thompson, would leave in 


October after finally agreeing a 
new deal on pay and conditions 
with striking staff. The 
Communication Workers Union 
(CWU) — which represents 115,000 
out of 140,000 postal workers — 
said Thompson was one of the 
main people responsible for 
Continued on page 2> 
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Best Places to Live 


On TV,ST’s 
best places 


The Sunday Times’s guide to 
which places in Britain are 
the best to call home will star 
ina Channel 5 documentary 
tonight at 5.35pm. Hosted by 
Fern Britton, the presenters 
visit ten locations to talk to 
residents and experience life 
in the area. This year’s best 
place to live was the village of 
Wadhurst, East Sussex. 

Helen Davies, editor of The 
Sunday Times Best Places to 
Live 2023, said: “The Sunday 
Times has built up Best Places 
to Live to become the 
definitive guide celebrating 
the very best of Britain’s 
towns, villages and cities. It’s 
exciting to see it come alive 
on screen.” 


AWARD WIN 


Tom Calver, The Sunday 
Times's Data Editor, has 
won the Harold Wincott 
Award for Data Journalism 
of the Year. 
Ataceremony at 
Mansion House in central 
London last Tuesday, 
judges praised Calver for 
“producing a crisp 
combination 
of data and 
words 
covering 
benefits, 
pensions and 
nurses’ pay. 


Ministers may 
berecalled to 
blood inquiry 
in battle over 
£10bn payout 


Campaigners fear the 
government is dragging 
its feet on compensation. 
A victim of the scandal 
dies every four days 


Caroline Wheeler Political Editor 


The chairman of the infected blood 
inquiry is considering whether to recon- 
vene the hearings to compel ministers to 
give fresh evidence on their proposals to 
compensate victims. 

The scandal is the worst treatment dis- 
aster in NHS history. Sufferers were 
infected after being given factor VIII 
blood products contaminated with HIV 
and hepatitis C, which were imported 
from the US in the 1970s and 1980s, or 
after being exposed to tainted blood 
through transfusions or after childbirth. 

Sir Brian Langstaff is understood to be 
considering the request made by core 
participants in the inquiry, which fin- 
ished in February. They have asked him 
to resurrect the hearings and call minis- 
ters to account for their actions. 

Since the inquiry finished, it was 
assumed that no further evidence would 
be submitted, and that Langstaff, 75, a 
former judge, would deliver his findings 
in the autumn. However, campaigners, 
including those representing the Tainted 
Blood group, want to see Jeremy Quin, 
the Cabinet Office minister, and possibly 
Sue Gray, the former senior civil servant 
who previously worked on the inquiry, 
give further evidence. They believe the 
government may be “dragging out” the 
compensation process. 

According to a story in the Financial 
Times last week, the compensation bill 
could be between £5 billion and £10 bil- 
lion. “People are very worried about the 
cost,” a government adviser said. It fol- 
lows concerns that the government has 
reneged on its commitment to publish a 
response to the inquiry’s compensation 


proposals before the conclusion later this 
year. It is feared this will lead to a delay in 
the final payout to victims, who are dying 
at the rate of one every four days. 

Figures published by the inquiry esti- 
mate that 1,350 people were infected 
with HIV, of whom more than 1,000 had 
died by the end of 2019. About 26,800 
people are estimated to have contracted 
hepatitis C, of whom 1,820 had died from 
causes related to the disease by 2019. 

The government has made interim 
payments of about £400 million to those 
infected and their bereaved partners. 
However, last month Langstaff said the 
interim payments should be extended to 
“recognise deaths to date unrecognised”, 
including the parents and children who 
suffered bereavements. 

In his second interim report, he said 
action was “necessary to alleviate imme- 
diate suffering”. A scheme should be set 
up this year to compensate those both 
infected and affected; the latter group 
includes spouses, parents of children 
infected up to the age of 18, siblings who 
lived with an infected person, carers and 
dependants of the deceased, he said. 

In response, Quin told MPs last month 
that the government would act at “pace” 
to “deliver resolution”, but said that 
Langstaff’s recommendations would 
have financial implications. 

Kate Burt, the chief executive of The 
Haemophilia Society, said: “It is shameful 
that the government is dragging out the 
compensation process, even after the 
infected blood inquiry has recom- 
mended that payments be made as soon 
as possible. This delay and lack of trans- 
parency is causing great stress and anxi- 
ety to people who have already suffered 
too much. We hope the inquiry will use its 
powers to call ministers to account and 
shed much-needed light on what’s hap- 
pening behind closed doors.” 

A government spokesman said: “Any 
decisions on the running of the inquiry 
are rightly for its chairman Sir Brian 
Langstaff and we will of course respond 
to any future requests.” 


GREGORY BULL/AP 


Women waiting at the border wall between Mexico and the US city of San Diego are given clothes by volunteers 


Migrants massed at the US border 


think twice before crossing 


Keiran Southern 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico 


Each morning, shortly before 
9am, Rosy Hernandez sits 
outside her tent in a dusty 
street in Ciudad Juarez and 
says a prayer as she tries to 
secure a coveted 
appointment with US Border 
Patrol. 

Like tens of thousands of 
other migrants, the 32-year- 
old Venezuelan logs into a 
mobile app set up by US 
Customs and Border 
Protection hoping to score 
one of the 1,000 interview 
slots to seek asylum across 
the bridge in El Paso, Texas. 
The former x-ray technician 
has been disappointed. A 
month in, there is no end in 
sight for her stay on Mexico’s 
northern border. 

Hernandez is one of an 


estimated 60,000 migrants 
massed on the 2,000-mile 
US-Mexico frontier, stuck in 
limbo following the end of 
Title 42, a Trump-era 
pandemic policy that allowed 
for the swift expulsion of 
would-be asylum seekers. 

The law expired on 
Thursday and in its place are 
tough rules making many 
migrants think twice before 
attempting an illegal crossing. 

Anyone captured could 
face a five-year ban on 
re-entry and potential 
criminal prosecution, with 
the White House issuing a 
series of stern warnings that 
the border is not open. 

Those threats appear to 
have prevented an expected 
surge following the expiration 
of Title 42. A surprise sense of 
calm has fallen on many 
towns and cities along the 


border, at least for now. On 
Friday night the streets of 
Ciudad Juarez were largely 
empty of migrants near the 
border, a stark difference 
compared with recent weeks. 

Hernandez, who lives with 
her boyfriend in a small tent 
ina migrant camp in sight of 
US soil, has few possessions 
but plenty of time. Like many 
others she is prepared to wait 
in Mexico for many more 
months to reach America 
through the front door. 

She has sacrificed too 
much to try an illegal crossing 
and risk being barred from 
the US for years. 

Asked why she felt she had 
no choice but to flee her 
home and seek a better life in 
America, Hernandez was 
clear. “Comunismo,” she said. 

More than seven million 
Venezuelans have fled since 


2015, escaping the economic 
and political chaos of the 
hard-left president Nicolas 
Maduro. 

President Biden’s response 
to the border crisis has drawn 
fire from all sides, helping to 
keep down his already low 
approval ratings as he 
embarks on a campaign to 
win a second term. 

Republicans have accused 
him of operating an open 
border, allowing the drug 
fentanyl — and criminals — to 
flood into America. From the 
left, some Democrats have 
said Biden’s policies are too 
similar to Trump’s. 

On Friday, human rights 
groups filed a lawsuit 
challenging the new rule 
tightening the qualifying 
conditions for asylum. It said 
“a humanitarian disaster” 
was unfolding at the border. 
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Pm devastated, says suspended Sentamu 


Nicholas Hellen 
and Kaya Burgess 


Lord Sentamu, the former 
Archbishop of York, has been 
suspended after a Church of 
England report found he 
failed to act on child abuse 
allegations against a priest. 
Sentamu has stepped back 
from his role as an honorary 
assistant bishop and as an 
active priest “until both the 
findings and his response can 
be explored further”, saida 
Newcastle diocese statement. 
The Bishop of Newcastle’s 
decision to suspend him was 


supported by Stephen 
Cottrell, who took over from 
Sentamu in 2020 as the 
church’s second most senior 
cleric. A report published last 
week found that Sentamu had 
failed to take action after the 
Rev Matthew Ineson 
informed him in 2013 that as a 
teenage boy he had been 
abused in the 1980s by the 
Rev Trevor Devamanikkam, 
who took his own life in 2017 
the day before he was due to 
appear in court on sexual 
abuse charges. 

Sentamu, 73, spoke of his 
shock, saying: “They have 


besmirched my name and I 
have been made a public 
example. Those who believe 
that suspension is a neutral 
act, its effect on me is more 
devastating than they will 
ever imagine.” 

He suggested the Bishop of 
Newcastle, Helen-Ann 
Hartley, had bowed to 
external pressure by making 
his suspension public before 
she had heard his side. 
Speaking while on holiday 
overseas, Sentamu said he 
had been advised that it was 
the responsibility of the 
Bishop of Sheffield to act on 


such allegations. He said the 
report misunderstood the 
powers and responsibilities of 
diocesan bishops and 
archbishops and had 
overlooked the conclusions of 
previous investigations. He 
said he was not resorting to 
technicalities: “I followed the 
way of Christ in wisdom.” 
Ineson, who has waived his 
anonymity, welcomed the 
suspension. “It should have 
happened a long time ago,” 
he said. Sentamu had 
“refused to apologise” and 
“now criticises the reviewer 
for not getting it right”. 


RCN boss 
U-turns 
on pay 
demands 


-+ Continued from page 1 
from the truth. Because every 
nurse I meet on the picket 
line ... feels there’s no 
alternative at this moment 
because the health service is 
totally and utterly broken.” 
Cullen, 58, a mental health 
nurse from Co Tyrone, said 
there was no appetite for 
coordinated action with other 
unions, but warned strikes 
could overlap. “We haven’t 
coordinated strikes to date 
with anyone,” she said. “Now, 
the longer strikes continue, 
and the more unions that 
engage in strike action, 
inevitably there will be 
overlap on certain days. But 
our position is very clear and 
our actions are about nursing 
and nurses; we are not in the 


business of coordinating 
strikes. Patient safety is at the 
core and at the centre of 
everything that we do and we 
will do nothing that will add 
further risk to the patients 
that we look after. 

“However, the truth is that 
patient safety cannot be 
guaranteed on any day of the 
week. How could you 
guarantee patient safety 
when you have 47,000 nurses 
missing from your workforce 
every single day and night?” 

She said the staffing crisis 
in the NHS was of great 
concern. She said higher pay 
would bring back nurses who 
had left because of long shifts 
and harrowing work. 

A health department 
source said: “Pat Cullen 
helped negotiate the pay deal 
and recommended it to her 
members when she made it 
clear that the government 
had made it clear there was 
no more money available and 
this was a full and final offer. 
This remains the case. It is 
strange how quickly the RCN 
leader has changed her tune 
from recommending this pay 
deal, which she now refers to 
as an insult to nurses.” 


Apology 
over land 
that Royal 
Mail forgot 


-+ Continued from page 1 
service failures and “a 
financial crisis” that 
threatened the company. 

In July to September last 
year, Royal Mail delivered 
73 per cent of first-class mail 
the next working day. The 
target is 93 per cent. It 
delivered 91 per cent of 
second-class mail within 
three days. That target is 98 
per cent. It completed 
89.8 per cent of delivery 
routes daily. The target is 
99.9 per cent. 

Ina report in March, the 
parliamentary business 
committee said it believed 
“Royal Mail has deprioritised 
delivery of letters as a matter 
of company policy”. This was 
despite Thompson telling the 


committee it was “absolutely 
not true” that the company 
prioritised parcels. 

When a postal worker is 
seen walking down Durham 
Road, Bromley, members of 
the street’s WhatsApp group 
rush to alert one another. 

“Hey, I’ve just seen a 
postman!” wrote Lisa Peer, 
53, a legal secretary, last 
week. “At last!” replied a 
neighbour. 

Royal Mail said it was not 
asking the public to collect 
their mail. In Bromley, the 
sorting office is dealing with 
high sick leave. Staff say 
managers are not recruiting, 
which Royal Mail denies. 

The company has said that 
up to 6,000 redundancies 
may be required nationally by 
the end of August. 

A spokesman apologised to 
customers and said: “We have 
a dedicated plan to improve 
the Bromley area’s service 
quality. This has already 
reduced absence levels by 
more than half, with all 
current sick absences 
covered through temporary 
recruitment.” 
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WFH City bosses told: Your staffare back in the office — so you should be too 


/ 


Jill Treanor City Editor 


It is a new phenomenon 
causing problems in offices 
around Britain. 

Many experienced 
managers are working from 
home, often in large houses 
with a garden, but less 
experienced staff, who may 
live in shared flats with no 
space for a desk, are coming 
to the office. 

Now one of Britain’s 
biggest companies, M&G, has 
told its top managers to 
spend three days a week at 
work to maximise “the value 
of spending time together”. 

The investment manager 
joins the army of employers 
who are calling time on 
workers who are reluctant to 


get back to the office. The 
insurance giant Aviva has told 
its managers their bonuses 
will be linked to getting more 
staff into the office. Lloyds 
Banking Group has asked the 
40,000 or so staff who would 
usually have office-based jobs 
to come in for at least two 
days a week. 

M&G said its junior staff 
want to see more of their 
“leadership team in the office 
than is currently the case”. 
Senior executives have been 
given two months’ notice. 

The lockdowns prompted 
a debate about the future of 
the office and many 
employers adopted hybrid 
working, a mix of home and 
office work. But many 
employers report that more 


junior staff have been keen to 
work in person with their 
managers now that the 
pandemic has faded. 

Andrea Rossi, M&G’s new 
chief executive, has said to 
staff recently that he does not 
want to end the hybrid 
working model. But, in an 
email signed by him and his 
executive team, seen by The 
Sunday Times, “office-based 
leaders” are being asked to 
spend on average three days a 
week “together with your 
team and key stakeholders” 
between Monday to Friday 
and on rotating days each 
week. This would appear to 
rule out the so-called “twat” 
routine — being in the office 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays — adopted by 


many workers. An Italian- 
Swede, Rossi, 56, who is paid 
abasic salary of £875,000, 
joined M&G in October with a 
mandate to inject growth into 
the business, which employs 
about 6,000 people in 
London, Edinburgh, Bath 
and elsewhere. 

In the email, managers 
were told getting back to the 
office more regularly was “an 
important step in setting our 
business up for growth and 
for building a truly great 
place to work”. 

It continued: “We’ve all 
seen the advantages working 
remotely can offer us — and 
it’s important we continue to 
benefit from these and work 
flexibly to balance the 
demands of office and home 


life. Equally, we must succeed 
as a business — and for that to 
happen, it’s essential to make 
the most of the talent and 
experience we have at M&G 
by supporting career 
development and maximising 
the value of spending time 
together.” 

It said the company 
needed to put itself in the 
best possible position to 
deliver on our strategic 
priorities. 

“A big part of that is about 
spending more time with our 
colleagues, clients, customers 
and stakeholders. That’s the 
next step in unlocking the 
benefits of a simpler 
operating model and making 
M&G a faster, more agile and 
collaborative place to work 


that’s easy for our clients to 
do business with.” 

Some employers have been 
more draconian. The 
investment bank JP Morgan 
has told its managers to get 
back to their desks five days a 
week, while AO World, the 
electrical goods retailer, 
banned hybrid working at the 
start of the year. 

Last week its chief 
executive, John Roberts, said 
staff should resign if they did 
not like the decision. 

“The production levels of 
those people working here 
who don’t want to be in the 
office are much lower,” he 
told The Times. 

“Everyone almost breathes 
a sigh of relief when they 
leave.” 


‘Graham Norty’ cocktails, bingo 


and Jedward: it’s 


Cheesy pop legends 
kicked offthe parties 
in Liverpool on the 


Eurovision time 
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night that taste forgot 


Liam Kelly Arts Correspondent 


It wasn’t the Fab Four reforming, it was 
the Nul Points Two — but the reception 
that greeted Jemini in Liverpool on 
Friday night was still deafening. 

The Scouse duo, Chris Cromby and 
Gemma Abbey, are best known for being 
the first UK act to fail to score a single 
Eurovision point when their song Cry 
Baby flopped at the song contest in 2003. 
They broke up the following year and 
have not played since. 

For the hundreds of devoted 
Eurovision fans that mattered not a jot, 
and they cheered to the rafters. “I don’t 
know if you know this song,” Cromby said 
sheepishly into the microphone. “But it 
went down in history.” The crowd sang 
along to every word and, such has been 
the reception, that the pair have decided 
to record music again. 

Welcome to Liverpool, a city coming 
down from two weeks of solid partying 
culminating in the Eurovision grand 
final. The world’s biggest TV extrava- 
ganza took over Merseyside and it was 
almost impossible to escape. 

Streets and bars featured a Who’s Who 
of cheesy pop music legends. On Friday 
night, inevitably dubbed “Euro eve”, 
Katrina Leskanich — frontwoman of 
Britain’s last winner, Katrina and the 
Waves — opened a boozy Bongo’s Bingo 
night by singing as sequin-clad punters 
danced on the tables. She asked if anyone 
could remember her victory with Love 
Shine a Light in 1997. “I can barely 
remember it myself. I was told I couldn’t 
win because of the political voting so I 
decided to get shitfaced.” After a rousing 
version of her other hit, Walking on Sun- 
shine, she declared: “This is a city that 
knows how to dance and I love it!” 

It has been an intergenerational event. 
Closing the festivities at the bingo hall, 
three-quarters of 1981 winners Bucks Fizz 
— now known simply as the Fizz for legal 
reasons — were mobbed by fans who 
were not even born when they 
triumphed with Making Your Mind Up. 

Conchita Wurst, the Austrian 
“bearded lady” who triumphed in 2014, 
gave regal waves to the crowds as 


held a kitchen disco 
party among the Á 
pots and pansin the 
John Lewis show kitchen. 
Bars have been selling “Graham Norty” 
cocktails — a mix of tequila, triple sec, 
curacao and orange juice — in homage to 
the BBC’s commentator. 

While some contestants have opted for 
early bedtimes in preparation, Moldova’s 


Mimicat performing 
Portugal's entry in 
Liverpool last night. 
Below: Eurovision 
partygoers at the Euroclub 


> Mase 


Pasha Parfeni has been spotted most 
nights drinking with fans at the Euroclub, 
as have German goth rockers Lord of the 
Lost. After being eliminated during the 
semi-finals, Azerbaijani duo TuralTur- 
anX and the drummer from Ireland’s 
Wild Youth went out drinking and danc- 
ing with fans enjoying a set by two-time 
entrants Jedward. 

Tens of thousands packed into the fan 
village next to the Liver Building to watch 
live coverage of the first two semi-finals — 
which until this year had never even been 
shown live on BBCI because of a 
Da perceived lack of interest. 

ES The crowd was littered with 
: Mæ pink bucket hats (the signa- 

\ ba ture of last year’s winners, 
W Kalush Orchestra) and T-shirts bear- 
we, ing the words “Poe Poe Poe Poe Poe” 
\(a nod to Austria’s Edgar Allan 


there each night marking their 
own homemade scorecards to 
be judge the live performances 
for themselves. 
\ Everyone in the city 
\ is constantly reminded 
of the fact that Liver- 
pool is only hosting 
this year because 
Ukraine could not. The 


official colour scheme is blue and yellow, 
with the colours splashed everywhere 
from the walls of shops and stalls that 
usually sell Liverpool FC merchandise, to 
Albert Dock, where the Beatles’ yellow 
submarine has been painted blue. 
Ukrainian artists have installed huge 
nightingales — the country’s national bird 
—across the city, displacing Merseyside’s 
liver bird as its most conspicuous orni- 
thological presence. 

“Tt’s Ukraine’s party, it isn’t ours,” said 
Christine Fletcher, 65, who handles 
insurance claims. “Liverpool has been a 
city of adversity, like under Thatcher, and 
people don’t realise we are the way we 
are because of adversity. So we will 
always support anyone who’s in trouble.” 

Even the city’s university plonked a 
karaoke booth near the docks and urged 
potential students to “Release your inner 
diva, grab the mic and get the Eurovision 
party started”. 

Often sneered at in the UK by those 
who reckon the songs are naff and the 
performances unspeakable, enthusiasm 
for Eurovision was given a shot in the arm 
last year when Essex boy Sam Ryder’s 
falsetto Space Man came second. Since 
then, membership of Britain’s official 
Eurovision fan club has more than 
trebled to 7,000 people. 


Vaughan Staples, a social worker who 
is the club’s president, said: “You send a 
decent song and a decent act and you do 
well. You can’t use the excuse of politics 
or everyone hates us. There has always 
been a huge Eurovision community 
ready to be unleashed. It’s a way for 
people not into sport to get into some- 
thing competitive.” 

Perhaps predictably, the Eurovision 
melting pot threw up some unusual inter- 
national alliances. Ivana Hakstad trav- 
elled from Stavanger in Norway with her 
friend, Kristina Andreassen, for their 
tenth Eurovision. Despite their home- 
land’s participation with Alessandra’s 
popular entry Queen of Kings, they spent 
the week dressed in the green shoulder 
pads of Finland’s Kaarija. “It is a better 
song,” said Hakstad, 44, a nurse. “Liver- 
pool has been the best Eurovision we 
have seen. It is so well prepared and the 
variety and diversity is amazing.” 

Even those who don’t care for 
the spectacle have reasons to be 
cheerful. “I hate it, it’s really 
not my bag. The traffic is terri- 
ble,” said Thomas Michael, 

29, an Uber driver. “I don’t 
mind the money, though.” 


Results, thetimes.co.uk 


Ukraine’s 
soldiers 
tuneinon 
frontline 


Jack Clover and Kateryna 
Malofieieva in Dnipro 


In an alternative reality, Kyiv 
International Exhibition 
Centre would have been a 
carnival of pan-European 
kitsch this weekend. 

Instead, the vast space, 
which hosted the Eurovision 
song contest six years ago, is 
preparing for a series of 
conferences for the army of 
plumbers, builders and 
electricians faced with 
rebuilding their country’s 
ravaged infrastructure. 

But the celebrations in 
Liverpool have not gone 
unnoticed. Oleksandra 
Fidkevych, 37, a self- 
proclaimed Eurovision 
fanatic from Kyiv, is watching 
on TV during a romantic 
getaway with her husband. 
“The war isn’t on top of me, 
it’s beside me,” she said. “I 
don’t let it influence how I 
feel. My fulfilment and joy in 
life is still there all the same. I 
don’t [feel] ‘oh God I can’t let 
myself watch Eurovision 
because there’s a war on’.” 

Ukraine host an annual 
contest to choose their entry, 
watched by millions. Last 
year’s live shows were 
broadcast from a Kyiv metro 
station to shelter from 
airstrikes. 

Yuriy Samson, a Ukrainian 
soldier on the front line, said 
he would not let war wipe out 
Eurovision fever. “If nothing 
extraordinary happens on the 
front, then I will be able to 
watch the show in its 
entirety.” Eurovision, he 
thinks, focuses “international 
attention on our war for 
independence”. 

“Hook”, a Ukrainian 
officer near Bakhmut, said he 
did not have time to watch 
live, but would “definitely” 
watch the highlights later. 
Pavlo Lagoida, an anti-aircraft 
gunner, said that he has been 
a Eurovision fan since 2016. 
Ukraine taking part in 
Eurovision is “proof that no 
war can break us,” he added. 


The Pope 
and Zelensky 
metin the 
Vatican 


To be or not to be confused? What it’s like playing Richard Burton playing Hamlet 
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Liam Kelly 
Arts Correspondent 


The ghost of Richard Burton 
has long stalked the actor 
Johnny Flynn. 

When he was a child, he 
had recordings of Burton 
reading Dylan Thomas’s 
Under Milk Wood and “would 
often fall asleep to him 
reading me TS Eliot”. 

So perhaps it was 
inevitable that Flynn would 
eventually play Burton on 
stage. The actor has earned 
rave reviews for his star turn 
playing the Welshman in The 
Motive and the Cue, anew 
play at the National Theatre 
charting the tumultuous 
rehearsals before Burton’s 
record-breaking run as 
Hamlet on Broadway in 1964. 

The work, written by Jack 
Thorne and directed by the 
Skyfall and 1917 director Sam 
Mendes, flits between the 


rehearsal room anda 
luxurious hotel suite where 
Burton’s new wife Elizabeth 
Taylor, played at the National 
by Tuppence Middleton, is 
trapped by baying crowds of 
paparazzi outside. The 
rehearsals fizz with tension as 
Burton and the director, Sir 
John Gielgud, clashed over 
the Danish prince’s 
motivations and threatened 
to unravel the production 
before it even began. 

Playing as iconic a figure as 
Burton would intimidate any 
actor. Flynn, 40, has spent 
much of the past two years 
watching the many 
interviews that Burton gave, 
rather than his films, to get a 
sense of who he was and how 
he should play him. 

“He’s being himself, and I 
know from film-making 
you're really limited in what 
you share of yourself because 
you're really trying to tell that 


story in that moment,” said 
Flynn. “He was really honest, 
talking about his drinking and 
all sorts.” The key to playing a 
character like Burton is not to 
try to mimic the famous 
figure. “My attitude towards 
playing real people is, firstly, 
not to beat myself up about it 
because you can get 
overwrought about it,” said 
Flynn. “I’m an actor, not an 
impersonator, and I don’t 
want it to be an 
impersonation. I want it to be 
areal living thing. The 
impersonator works from the 
outside, whereas the first 
port of call for me is to find 
the soul of him.” 

One challenge for Flynn 
was capturing the arrogant 
Burton’s animus with 
Gielgud, who is played by 
Sherlock star Mark Gatiss, and 
also playing Burton playing 
Hamlet. There is even a point 
in which Flynn’s Burton 


Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, who is 
being played on stage by Johnny Flynn, right 


impersonates Gielgud playing 
Hamlet. 

Flynn has something of 
Burton’s rugged good looks. 
Faded scars on his face area 
reminder of an attack bya 
Staffordshire bull terrier 
when he was three. 

Born in Johannesburg and 
the product of his actor father 
Eric’s third marriage, Flynn’s 
family is full of performers. 
His older half-brothers are 
actors Jerome, best known as 
one half of Robson and 
Jerome, and Daniel, while his 
sister Lillie sings in his band. 

Flynn first found fame as 
a folk singer and fronts 
Johnny Flynn & The Sussex 
Wit, has released five 
albums and toured with 
the likes of Mumford & 
Sons and Laura Marling. 
“Tm quite restless and it’s 
nice to do different things,” 
said Flynn. 

Burton is not the first real- 


life role Flynn has played. He 
starred as David Bowie in the 
2020 biopic Stardust, and has 
done turns as Albert Einstein 
and Ian Fleming. Later this 
year, he will star in Ripley, 
Netflix’s new series based on 
Patricia Highsmith’s book The 
Talented Mr Ripley. Flynn 
plays Dickie Greenleaf, the 
role made famous by Jude 
Law in the 1999 film 
adaptation. 

One way the Burton play 
differs from Flynn’s 
experiences is its portrayal of 
dysfunctional rehearsals, but 
there are moments that ring 
true. “I have been in places 
where there’s a friction anda 
building frustration on one 
side or the other of a director 
and leading actor. Conflict 
can be good in a creative 
environment,” he said. “I 
don’t think Burton’s a bad 
person.” 

@iamliamkelly 
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‘In the forest of death, I saw starved cult members’ 


REUTERS 


-+ Continued from page 1 

in Guyana. Some of the bodies that foren- 
sic teams in white coveralls exhumed in 
the Kenyan forest had their hands tied 
with wire, prompting speculation they 
may have rebelled. Others had organs 
missing, according to a senior police 
source who suspected the involvement of 
a kidney-trafficking ring. 

Mackenzie was arrested last month 
with his third wife and several close col- 
laborators. He remains under investi- 
gation for numerous crimes including 
assisting suicide and murder. The month 
before he had been arrested briefly and 
then released. He previously came to the 
attention of the authorities in 2015 after 
banning followers from sending their 
children to school or to hospital when 
they were ill. He called both institutions 
“satanic”. 

The pastor’s acolytes were encour- 
aged to sell all their belongings and buy 
land from him to live in the forest. He has 
denied forcing anyone to starve or trying 
to defraud followers. 

His own children, meanwhile, 
appeared to have been kept far from 
harm’s way. 

I met one of them, Michael Paul Mack- 
enzie, 20, at the cult’s former headquar- 
ters in Malindi, a 90-minute drive from 
the forest of death. A lanky, soft spoken 


figure wearing shorts, three shirts and 
black flip flops, he called Mackenzie an 
“honest father” who had been misunder- 
stood. If his followers had starved them- 
selves to death, it was their fault, he said, 
adding: “They made their choice — the 
children too.” 

He had wanted to become a pastor like 
his father but added, casually, that he, 
too, would probably begin starving 
himself to death next month. “The end is 
near,” he said. Pulling out his mobile 
phone, he added: “This is the evil thing — 
everyone is putting their faith in 
technology and not God.” 

He then led me into a cavernous, 
derelict hall. Crows pecked at the 
ground. Painted on one wall at the front 
of the building were the words: “Taking 
gospel to the world.” In a corner lay the 
giant fragments of a parabolic antenna: 
this was where Mackenzie used to gather 
thousands of followers for his “end of 
days” preaching, also broadcast on tele- 
vision and over the internet. 

He founded his Good News Inter- 
national Church in 2003, one of thou- 
sands of American-inspired evangelist 
groups to have sprung up all over Africa 
in the past two decades. William Ruto, 
the Kenyan president, is himself an 
evangelist. 

Outside the Malindi hospital, people 
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Mackenzie, top, 
left, is being 
investigated fora 
string of crimes. 
Above, a survivor 
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milled about on Thursday waiting for 
news of missing loved ones and, like iron 
filings to a magnet, clustered around an 
ambulance when it arrived to deliver two 
of the latest forest starvation victims. 

I followed them in, watching as Peter, 
26, was lifted into a wheelchair, severely 
weakened after fasting for over a week. “I 
was a sinner and wanted to be born 
again,” he whispered when I asked him 
why he had stopped eating. An unpleas- 
ant smell filled the room, perhaps 
because of his punctured left foot — he 
had stepped on a sharp tree root in the 
forest. “It’s badly infected, probably 
gangrenous,” said Stanisha Pwani, the 
doctor examining him. 

In a room next door, five other cult 
members were recovering on stretchers 
and plastic chairs. “I wanted to see 
Jesus,” said Nicolas, 24 who had lived 
with his wife in the forest but says he does 
not know where she is. 

Near by a severely malnourished 
woman sat on a mattress. She seemed 
confused, mumbling repeatedly, “They 
gave me some food.” 

Job Oguto, head of the emergency 
department, said that Some patients had 
at first wanted to refuse treatment but 
were given nutritional supplements. 

It had been heart-breaking to see 
children close to death from starvation. 
“They didn’t understand what was hap- 
pening,” he said. Down the corridor, Nel- 
son Baya, a 50-year-old plumber, told me 
he had joined Mackenzie’s church years 
ago but revolted when the pastor had 
started forbidding people from sending 
their children to school and barring 
women from braiding their hair. “For me 
education is everything,” he said. 

He was unable to extract his eldest son 
Michael, 26, from the pastor’s clutches — 
the boy, a skilled pianist who had played 
in the church services, had tried to starve 
himself to death and was recovering in 
the men’s hospital ward. 

The whereabouts of his wife, Sidi, and 
sons, David, 3, and Abel, 2, is unknown. 
“When I asked my son what had hap- 
pened to them, he started crying,” said 
Baya. “Either he knows, or he doesn’t,” 
he added. “But I don’t want to blame 
him.” 

When his son’s family had visited him 
in Malindi in March all seemed well. “He 
told me he was farming and I was happy 
for him,” said Baya with a rueful smile. 
“Little did I know there was something 
they were not telling me.” 

He went on: “The question I keep on 
asking myself is how this madness could 
have been going on for over a year with- 
out the government knowing about it.” 

Ruto, the president, has ordered a 
commission to investigate the tragedy. 

Mwiti is also outraged. “Mackenzie 
should have been stopped long ago,” he 
said. He recalled how he would find his 
wife, a seamstress, watching “the church 
TV” every day when he came home from 
selling fried bread in the street. “She kept 
saying ‘the world is coming to an end’ 
and he [Mackenzie] will take me to 
heaven’.” 

He cannot imagine a future without 
his family. “My main goal in life was to 
educate my children,” he said. “Even if 
they kill Mackenzie or detain him for 100 
years it won’t bring them back. I don’t see 
any point now in living.” 


Johnson ‘will cut 
a deal on parties 
to remain as MP” 


Caroline Wheeler 
and Tim Shipman 


investigated him for breaches 
of the lobbying rules. 
The former North 


Boris Johnson’s allies expect Shropshire MP rejected it, 
him to cut a deal with the refusing to accept he had 


privileges committee that will 
result in him being 
suspended from parliament 
for less than 10 days — below 
the threshold that would 
trigger a career-ending recall 
petition. 

Although the former prime 
minister has had no formal 
contact from the committee, 
it is understood that, to avoid 
a harsher penalty and the 
prospect of a damaging by- 
election, he will accept a 
finding that he misled the 
Commons. 

Allies say he will accept the 
committee’s verdict as long as 
he can “find a form of words” 
that make it clear he did not 
deliberately mislead MPs 
about the parties at No 10. A 
source said: “The main goal is 
to ensure he can remain as 
an MP.” 

MPs on the privileges 
committee, which has a 
Conservative majority, are 
investigating whether 
Johnson recklessly or 
intentionally misled 
parliament. The committee 
hinted during its questioning 
of Johnson in March that it 
was moving towards a finding 
that he recklessly, rather than 
deliberately, misled 
parliament. 

It is understood that 
Johnson is expecting the 
committee to recommenda 
suspension of about four 
days. According to sources, 
he recently discovered that 
Owen Paterson, then a 
Conservative MP, had been 
offered a similar deal when 
the standards committee 


been at fault, and eventually 
faced a 30-day suspension 
after the committee found 
him guilty of “egregious” 
breaches of ethics rules. He 
had repeatedly used his 
position as an MP to makes 
promises to two companies 
which paid him a combined 
income of £112,000 a year. 

Asource familiar with the 
case said: “Johnson has been 
told not to make the same 
mistake as Paterson. If he 
had just accepted the slap on 
the wrist and the deal he was 
first offered he would still be 
an MP.” 

If the privileges committee 
finds Johnson guilty of 
misleading MPs, it can 
recommend a sanction, 
which can include a written 
apology, docking of salary or 
suspension from the 
Commons for a specific 
period. This would have to be 
confirmed by a vote of MPs. A 
suspension of more than ten 
days allows the Speaker of the 
House to order a recall 
petition, which can lead toa 
by-election. 

Although Johnson stood 
down as prime minister more 
than 10 months ago, it is 
understood that his 
resignation honours list will 
not be published until after 
the conclusion of the 
investigation. Sources claim 
that it has been held up 
because the Lords 
appointments commission 
has decided MPs nominated 
for peerages by Johnson 
cannot delay accepting them 
in order to avoid by-elections. 
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William plans to do coronation 


‘his way — no homage needed 


A week after his father’s ceremony, the Prince of Wales is aiming for a more ‘modern and relevant service 


ROYA 
NIKKHAH 


Royal Editor 


The Prince of Wales has made it clear he 
does not “lie awake at night waiting or 
hoping” to be king. But with his father’s 
coronation now recorded in the history 
books, Prince William is thinking ahead 
to the day he is crowned. 

He wants it to “look and feel differ- 
ent”, so it is more “modern” and “rele- 
vant”. 

William, 40, has started thinking 
about how to “evolve” the ancient cere- 
mony when he succeeds his father, after 
playing a key role in last week’s proceed- 
ings. 

Unlike the King, William will not 
include a “homage of the people” in his 
coronation. At Charles’s service on May 
6, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, invited the congregation at West- 
minster Abbey and those following the 
service around the world, to swear their 
allegiance to the King, his “heirs and 
successors”, a decision which sparked 
widespread controversy. 

Asource close to William said: “There 
is no way he will go down that route or 
anything like it.” 

William, 40, who paid a poignant 
“homage of the blood” to Charles, 74, 
during the coronation, kneeling before 
his father and swearing to be his “liege 
man of life and limb”, has been carefully 
“reflecting” on the events of last week 
with his closest friends and advisers. 

A source close to the prince said: “He 
is really thinking, how do we make his 
coronation feel most relevant in the 
future? He is mindful of the fact that in 
20 years’ time, or whenever his time 
comes, how can the coronation be mod- 
ern but also unifying to the nation and 
the Commonwealth? I think his corona- 
tion will look and feel quite different.” 
The source added: “Are courtiers sitting 
at Kensington Palace coming up with a 
grand plan about what the next Bridge 
will look like [London Bridge was the 
codeword for the late Queen’s death, 
and Forth Bridge for Prince Philip]? No. 

“But of course the prince and his team 
are reflective about the events of last 
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week and it is extremely important to 
him that it evolves to be relevant when- 
ever it happens.” 

It is understood that, contrary to 
some reports, William was not closely 
consulted on the planning for Charles’s 
coronation. The prince, who will be 
known as King William V, is thought to 
be committed to being crowned at West- 
minster Abbey, where every British 
monarch’s coronation has been held 
since William the Conqueror’s in 1066. 

But those close to him point to his 
decision not to have an investiture as 
Prince of Wales as an indicator of how 
William will continue to break with tra- 
dition as heir to the throne. In July 1969, 
Charles had a coronet placed on his 
head by his mother in a ceremony at 
Caernarfon Castle in north Wales that 
looked medieval in parts. 

The event was watched by an esti- 
mated global audience of 500 million, 
but prompted political controversy 
from Welsh nationalists. 

The coronation service for the King 
and Queen last week included several 
breaks with tradition since Elizabeth II’s 
service in 1953, which lasted more than 
three hours. Charles and Camilla’s two- 
hour, multilingual ceremony featured 
female bishops and leaders of other 
faiths for the first time, and was widely 
seen as the most inclusive, diverse coro- 
nation in history. The King and Queen 
also scaled back their guest list, with 
2,300 people at the abbey rather than 
the 8,000 who attended the late 
Queen’s. 

Another source close to William said: 
“He’s taking stock, he’s thinking ‘that 
was a supreme success and it was 
because Pa altered things. I’ve got to be 
cognisant of how that evolution happens 
in my day. What is it that stays? What do I 
need to change? What will our relation- 
ships with the realms and the Common- 
wealth be then?’ I don’t think he’ll be 
taking the filleting knife to it, but he will 
be checking it is sharp.” 

A source close to William said he was 
focused on the issue of “relevance”. The 
source said: “You can see it in how he 
has taken having an investiture off the 
table, and his thinking on how to leave a 
legacy in communities rather than just 
going in [to] do ribbon cutting. You can 
see it in how he is running an environ- 
mental prize with Earthshot that is not 
just about handing cash out, but about 
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The Prince and Princess of Wales with Louis last weekend. William is understood to be keen to modernise the monarchy 


the long-term impact globally. He is 
thinking about his coronation in the 
same way.” 

In an interview with the BBC to mark 
Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday in 
2016, William said: “I certainly don’t lie 
awake at night waiting or hoping” to be 
King, but admitted he was preoccupied 
with how to modernise the monarchy. 

“Tt occupies a lot of my thinking space 
as to how on earth you’d develop into 


Lionel Richie 
and his partner 
Lisa Parigi with 
the King ata 
palace garden 
party to mark 
the coronation 


something modern in today’s world. I 
think the royal family has to modernise 
and develop as it goes along, and it has to 
stay relevant. That’s the challenge for 
me, how do I make the royal family rele- 
vant in the next 20 years’ time?” 

William is understood to be particu- 
larly keen to keep young people engaged 
in the work of the monarchy, which is 
likely to be increasingly challenging. 

A YouGov poll last month found that 


most young people did not care about 
the coronation. In a survey of more than 
3,000 adults, 75 per cent of people aged 
between 18 and 24 said they did not care 
“very much” or “at all” about the coro- 
nation, with 69 per cent of those aged 
between 25 and 49 saying the same. 
@RoyaNikkhah 
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Its Huw 
Edwards 
the Proms 
pied piper 


Liam Kelly 


When he was 14, Huw 
Edwards entered a music 
competition in Llanelli, south 
Wales, determined to impress 
the judges with his piano 
recital of Beethoven’s Sonata 
19 in G Minor. 

He was beaten to the prize 
by amore precocious 
performer. The face of BBC 
News said the episode 
“taught me a hell of a lesson” 
and joked that it had left him 
“bitter for life”. Edwards, 61, 
continued to play and will 
share his love of classical 
music more widely this 
summer when he hosts two 
BBC Proms at the Royal 
Albert Hall. The first, on July 
23, will feature Beethoven’s 
Symphony No 9. The second, 
on August 6, includes 
Mozart’s Mass in C Minor. 

Edwards said that when he 
was growing up his father, 
Hywel, an academic, hada 
pile of Beethoven LPs. 
Edwards began on the piano 
aged about eight, before 
playing the organ in local 
chapels. 

He now lives in London 
and regularly played at Welsh 
churches in the capital before 
lockdowns forced services to 
migrate to Zoom. 

Edwards, who is paid up to 
£415,000 by the BBC, is alsoa 
vice-president of the National 
Churches Trust, a charity that 
helps maintain and preserve 
places of worship. He has 
been vocal about the need to 
protect pipe organs when 
churches and chapels close. 
“The situation is grim. So 
many excellent instruments 
have been lost already,” he 
said. 

The Proms, tickets for 
which go on sale today, will 
feel familiar to devoted 
viewers of the BBC’s news 
bulletins. As well as 
Edwards’s two Proms, the 
season gets under way with 
performances fronted by 
Clive Myrie, while the Europe 
editor, Katya Adler, is making 
her debut and presenting 
works from the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales. 


Art gallery or VIP guesthouse — what 


next for unloved Buckingham Palace? 


Liam Kelly 
Arts Correspondent 


To many, it is the ultimate 
symbol of the royal family. To 
the King, however, it is a 
palace in which he never 
wants to live, nor even 
particularly likes. 

For years he has let it be 
known, indirectly, that he has 
no intention of living in the 
775-room Buckingham Palace 
and instead wants to throw 
open its doors more widely 
and more often. 

Traditionally, its state 
rooms and gardens have been 
open to the public for only 
ten weeks a year, from July to 
October, when the late Queen 
was at Balmoral. 

As the King is showing 
little intention of leaving 
Clarence House, there has 
been speculation that 
Buckingham Palace could be 
turned into a museum or 
gallery that doubles as 
“monarchy HQ”. Since 2002, 
Clarence House — next to St 
James’s Palace and a short 
walk from Buckingham 
Palace — has been Charles’s 
London home. 

Both the King and the 
Prince of Wales are said to 
agree that Buckingham 
Palace is not suitable for 
modern family life. 


Opening up to the public 
its 19 state rooms, 240 
bedrooms, 78 bathrooms and 
92 offices would raise the 
prospect of many more 
people being able to see one 
of the most exquisite art 
collections in the world, with 
masterpieces by Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Titian and Vermeer. 

The Belgian Suite, where 
foreign heads of state often 
stay, is where Princes Andrew 
and Edward were born and is 
decorated with paintings by 
Canaletto and Gainsborough. 
Overnight, it could become 
an elite global museum. 

“He likes it at Clarence 
House, is quite frugal and 
wouldn’t want to get an 
interior designer in to redo 
Buckingham Palace for him,” 
said a source who knows the 
King well. “People who come 
to Britain on state visits 


Number of bedrooms 
in the palace 


expect to stay at Buckingham 
Palace, so it could become a 
gallery and presidents’ 
guesthouse. It is sucha 
cavernous place that you 
could fit things in so that 
nobody noticed each other.” 

The source added: “The 
Royal Collection is one of the 
world’s great private art 
collections and it would be a 
fantastic way to have it be 
seen more widely.” 

Simon Thurley, a former 
chief executive of English 
Heritage and now chairman 
of the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, is an 
architectural historian with 
expertise in palaces. “I would 
absolutely anticipate it being 
open more under the King,” 
he said. “It is pretty well set 
up, it has a good shop and the 
Queen’s Gallery is excellent. 
It is a case of weaving opening 
hours around what has to 
happen there.” 

That will be the biggest 
obstacle to Buckingham 
Palace becoming a full-time 
tourist attraction — its use as 
the setting for diplomatic 
receptions, charitable events 
and investitures means it will 
often have to turn people 
away. To prepare for a big 
function it must go intoa 
security lockdown all that 
day. If a last-minute event 


were planned, a lot of 
visitors’ tickets would have to 
be refunded. 

The palace is six years into 
a decade-long, £369 million 
taxpayer-funded 
refurbishment. Ministers 
say the building needs an 
“urgent overhaul” to 
prevent the risk of fire, flood 
and damage because the 
electrics, plumbing and 
heating have not been 
updated since the 1950s. 

But a government source 
said there was little appetite 
in Whitehall for another 
national museum to add to 
the National Gallery, Tate and 
the British Museum because 
of the cost. “We have got 
plenty of museums already,” 
said the source. 

Change is also expected in 
the palace’s 42-acre gardens, 
the largest private garden in 
London, under the King. He 
is said to have “big plans” for 
the grounds of Buckingham 
Palace and the Sandringham 
estate in Norfolk. 

A palace spokesman said: 
“It is expected that the 
necessary works will be 
completed for their majesties 
to take up residence in 2027. 
In the interim period, the 
palace will be fully utilised for 
official business wherever 
practicable.” 


Braverman faces divide 
in cabinet as figures 
show net migration 
may hit one million 


Ministers are drawing up plans to restrict visas for dependants of 
overseas students and considering new rules on minimum salaries 


CAROLINE 


WHEELER fs 
as 


Political Editor 


The cabinet is divided over immigration 
policy as ministers brace themselves for 
migration to reach a record. Forecasts 
have suggested that the net figure for last 
year, to be published this month, could 
be as high as a million. 

To see off a feared backlash from MPs 
and the wider party, ministers are draw- 
ing up plans to stop family members from 
joining overseas master’s students at Brit- 
ish universities. The number coming 
under that provision has risen more than 
tenfold in four years, from 12,806 in 2018 
to 135,788 in the year to December. 

However, some feel they need to go 
further and are arguing for a rise in the 
salary threshold for immigrants. Skilled 
workers are eligible for visas if the job 
pays £26,200 — 20 per cent below the 
median salary of £33,280. 

One cabinet minister said: “The salary 
threshold in the points-based system is 
too low. I would advocate raising the sal- 
ary threshold to a level that more accu- 
rately reflects high-skilled work than the 
present £26,000. But the dependants 
reform is the most advanced and with the 
broadest agreement in government.” 

A former cabinet minister accused the 
government of “tinkering around the 


ail 


edges” and failing to take robust action to 
bring down net migration. 

Much of Rishi Sunak’s focus since 
becoming prime minister has been on 
illegal immigration, in particular “stop- 
ping the small boats”, which he has made 
one of his five core missions. 

It is understood, however, that Suella 
Braverman, the home secretary, and 
RobertJenrick, the immigration minister, 
raised concerns at cabinet about the lev- 
els of legal migration. 

A source said: “They were aligned in 
their concerns at the levels being seen, 
which appear to show that the present 
levels are more sustained than just being 
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Suella Braverman is under pressure from Channel crossings by migrants 


boosted by those coming into the country 
from Ukraine and Hong Kong, with very 
high levels of work, student, and student- 
dependant visas being issued.” 

The Conservatives promised at the 
2019 general election that “overall num- 
bers will come down” but data due from 
the Office for National Statistics (ONS) on 
May 25 is expected instead to show that 
net migration hit a record last year. 

“People will be very shocked by how 
big the net numbers will be,” admitted a 
government insider. 

Between June 2021 and June last year, 
net migration hit a record 504,000, 
according to ONS data, but the Centre for 
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Policy Studies forecasts that net migra- 
tion could be between 700,000 and 
997,000 for the year to December. 

In the autumn Braverman attempted 

to revive a Conservative pledge to reduce 
net migration to the tens of thousands 
despite the failure of successive govern- 
ments to hit the same target. The home 
secretary said she would aspire to cut 
the overall figure amid a clamour from 
party activists to take control of immigra- 
tion levels. 
She said: “I think we have got to defi- 
nitely substantially reduce the number of 
students, the number of work visas and 
in particular the number of dependants 
on those sorts of visas.” 

In the year to December, visas were 
issued to 490,000 students and 136,000 
dependants, 260,000 workers and 
155,000 dependants, and 58,000 
migrants from Hong Kong and 200,000 
from the Ukraine. 

This weekend it appeared Braver- 
man’s mission was likely to be knocked 
off course amid claims that Jeremy Hunt, 
the chancellor, and Gillian Keegan, the 
education secretary, had watered down 
the immigration crackdown on foreign 
students after pointing out the economic 
harm it would inflict. 

The Home Office was considering a 
wider clampdown on international stu- 
dents bringing dependants with them, 
after official figures showed some 
brought in six last year. 

A government source said: “The Home 
Office wanted a hard stop on families to 
respond to net numbers coming out this 


month.” According to sources the reason 
for targeting master’s students is that the 
courses are shorter. “The primary inter- 
est is limiting dependants on non- 
research courses so as not to harm uni- 
versities’ ability to source students for 
PhDs where the case for dependants is 
stronger.” 

A cabinet minister said there was a 
strong argument against tougher restric- 
tions when more than half a million peo- 
ple, including many in their fifties and 
sixties, had left the labour market. 
“There is a shortage of workers and these 


jobs are being filled by immigrants. If that 


doesn’t happen there will be a negative 
effect on the economy,” they said. “These 
are not people coming in because of free- 
dom of movement. These are people 
coming here from around the world to fill 
our job vacancies.” 

Conservative MPs have complained to 
Simon Hart, the chief whip, about Braver- 
man and her competence. Senior back- 
benchers have raised concerns about her 
tone and style. Some requested that she 
not be deployed to campaign in their con- 
stituencies. 

At a meeting between Hart and Brexit- 
eer MPs last week, one grandee com- 
plained about Sunak’s five pledges and 
raised concerns that he may miss all of 
them. A source said: “After that it was 
open season on Suella Braverman and 
everyone was attacking her small boats 
bill. Many think it’s undeliverable and 
...it will just be another example of the 
party lying to voters.” 

Sunak remains focused on small boats. 
This weekend, he pledged to secure as 
many barges as it takes to house migrants 
to face down a revolt from the party’s 
right wing. He also pledged to hold twice- 
weekly cross-governmental meetings to 
tackle the crisis, modelled on the way 
No10 dealt with the pandemic. 

He told The Mail on Sunday: “It’s not 
fair to British taxpayers shouldering the 
burden of illegal asylum seekers being 
housed in hotels; it’s not fair on those 
who come here legally and play by the 
rules for those rules to be broken by peo- 
ple who jump the queue; it’s actually not 
fair on the people themselves because 
they are being exploited by criminal 
gangs and many of them are dying when 
they try and make these dangerous cross- 
ings. 

“The number of illegal crossings last 
year was 45,000, that number has gone 
up four or five times in just a couple of 
years and it can’t carry on like this.” 

A giant barge, the Bibby Stockholm, 
which can accommodate 500 migrants, 
arrived in Falmouth last week. It is under- 
stood that another will be stationed off 
the Wirral, and there is speculation that 
at least one more, possibly off Teeside, is 
in the pipeline. 
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Bring Back Boris brigade 
wait for Godot by the seaside 


CHARLOTTE 
IVERS 


Don’t call it a Bring Back Boris 
conference. They don’t like it 
when you call it a Bring Back 
Boris conference. 

A few hundred of us have 
gathered here on the 
Bournemouth seafront to talk 
about increasing the power 
members have in the 
Conservative Party. This is 
the launch event for the 
Conservative Democratic 
Organisation (CDO). Take 
Back Control is its aim. It is 
about democracy in the 
Conservative Party. Nothing 
to see here, guv. 

As Lam tucking into a limp 
BLT sandwich in the 
Bournemouth International 
Centre, I bump into Nadine 
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Dorries, Boris Johnson’s 
foremost cheerleader in 
parliament. “Apparently 
we're not allowed to call this 
a Bring Back Boris 
conference,” I mutter 
conspiratorially. She laughs. 
“You might think differently 
once you've seen my speech.” 

Also speaking are Jacob 
Rees-Mogg and Priti Patel, 
loyal Johnson foot soldiers. 
Patel says of her colleagues in 
Westminster: “By making the 
changes they made last year 
[they] have turned their back 
on the membership.” This is, 
let me once again stress, not a 
Bring Back Boris conference. 

“What brings you here 
today?” I ask another MP who 
has shown up for the 
festivities. He looks cagey. 
“Can I tell you the real 
reason, or do you want the 
official reason?” This MP, it 
emerges, had bumped into 
the organiser in the pub after 
a boozy lunch. He had jovially 
agreed to speak, he tells me, 
hoping to “weasel out” 
afterwards. “And now I’m 
here,” he laughs. 

Boris Johnson, however, is 
not here. Nonetheless, he has 
signed some bottles of wine 
for the raffle. People keep 
telling me about the bottles of 
wine. Earlier, Andrea 
Jenkyns, resplendent ina 
glittering Union Jack 
fascinator, treated us toa 
rendition of the national 
anthem to open proceedings. 


Johnson's supporters had 
to make do with a video 


A trained opera singer, she is 
better known as the MP who 
gave her son the nickname 
Brexit. But none of this can 
make for the absence of the 
greatest showman of all. 

Johnson’s presence hangs 
over the conference centre 
like that of a much-missed ex- 
lover at a birthday party. An 
appeal for calm comes from — 
of all places — Jacob Rees- 
Mogg. “We must not change 
leader again,” he tells the 
congregation. Next up on 
stage is Claire Bullivant, the 
organisation’s chief 
executive. “I know Jacob said 
we don’t want another 
leader, but I actually think if 
we did get Boris back in time 
for the next election ...” The 
rest is drowned out by 
applause. 

“I don’t know if he’s 
coming today,” Bullivant 


Rees-Mogg 
is annoyed 
about 
Brexit again 


continues. Later we will 
watch a video in which 
Johnson thanks members for 
“everything you did to help 
us to get Brexit done and to 
win the biggest majority our 
party has won for years”. 
Meanwhile, here in 
Bournemouth, over floppy 
sandwiches and pints in 
plastic cups, we are waiting 
for Godot. Since Godot does 
not seem to be forthcoming, I 
wander outside. Paul 
Holmes, vice-chairman of the 
Conservative Party, looks 
nervous as he drags ona 
cigarette. “I have really 
enjoyed myself and I am here 
to listen,” he tells the 
conference hall later. 

Holmes is the sacrificial 
lamb, sent by Tory campaign 
headquarters in a gesture of 
goodwill. He wouldn’t agree 
he has been “sent” and says 
as much in his speech. But 
the party wants denizens of 
this Bournemouth outpost to 
know it is listening to 
members’ concerns. You 
won’t find many fans of Rishi 
Sunak here. 

Earlier the officers of the 
CDO were all elected to their 
posts by unanimous consent 
of the gathered members. 
There was one candidate for 
each position. The president 
is the Johnson cheerleader 
Lord Cruddas. The chairman 
is the Johnson cheerleader 
David Campbell Bannerman. 
The CDO wants to see a 


democratically elected party 
chairman. It wants to be able 
to deselect MPs. It wants a 
bigger role for members in 
policy-making and the annual 
conference. 

Jenkyns is concerned that 
“infant children are taught 
words like masturbation at 
school”. On criminal justice 
she wants life to mean life. 
Rees-Mogg is annoyed about 
Brexit again. The chairman of 
the organisation’s youth 
movement warns about “the 
rise of anew dangerous 
ideology — woke”, adding 
ominously: “We are told that 
there are a hundred genders.” 

Outside, I keep bumping 
into Maxime Zimmerman, a 
driving instructor, and Gloria 
Boldy, retired. They both live 
in Bournemouth. Maxime has 
been toying with voting for 
the new Reform UK party. 
After the morning’s speeches 
she feels ready to return to 
the fold. “I do think that if 
Boris became prime minister 
again, the people that have 
left would actually rejoin,” 
she tells me. 

I think I’m going to write 
that we aren’t meant to say 
that this is a Bring Back Boris 
conference but I think it is, I 
tell the pair conspiratorially. 
Maxime agrees: “There were 
cheers in there when that was 
said.” Gloria nods: “There 
were.” 

Gloria and Maxime are 
right. There were. 
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Backseat drivers are dogging 
Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer 
—and Liz Truss has grabbed 
the wheel with a Taiwan trip 


hen Liz Truss lands in Tai- 
peias a guest of its govern- 
ment this week it won’t 
only be the Chinese watch- 
ing with interest to see 
what she says. In London, 
Rishi Sunak and his team 
are engaged in a near-path- 
ological effort to pretend they don’t care. 
They very much do. 

Ina speech to a think tank on Wednes- 
day, the former prime minister plans to 
describe the growing stand-off between 
China and Taiwan, and the West more 
broadly, as “the most consequential 
struggle of our time”. 

“She feels very strongly about this but 
didn’t have time to shift the UK govern- 
ment position while she was prime minis- 
ter,” a source said. “There are some prac- 
tical steps that could and should be taken 
to demonstrate our support for Taiwan 
and give them the assistance they 
require.” 

Aides say Truss is going to use another 
speech at a democracy summit this week 
in Copenhagen to advance an idea she 
began to discuss as foreign secretary for 

n “economic Nato” to balance Chinese 
global commercial influence. 

But for a former prime minister to go 
to Taiwan, where no member of the cabi- 
net — let alone the leader — has ever gone 
before, could inflame an already sensi- 
tive situation. When Nancy Pelosi, then 
the speaker of the US House of Represent- 
atives, went to Taiwan in August, China 
fired multiple missiles into surrounding 
waters and began a series of huge military 
drills around the island. 

Truss is not the only former prime 
minister raising eyebrows. Theresa May 
staged a sit-in protest at the base of the 


May 
shook 
her head, 
staging 
asit-in 
protest 


throne in the House of Lords last week, 
shaking her head as a minister defended 
the government’s new immigration laws, 
which May believes undermine the legis- 
lation she fought for on modern slavery. 
Boris Johnson and John Major are fre- 
quent commenters (from opposing posi- 
tions) on Brexit. And on Saturday Boris 
Johnson issued a provocative video mes- 
sage to grassroots Tories. 

On the Labour side, Sir Tony Blair and 
his closest allies have given interviews 
that stop some way short of unequivocal 
praise for Sir Keir Starmer, while Gordon 
Brown is constantly offering advice. 

Since Truss’s resignation in October, 
there are now seven living former prime 
ministers, a record since Sir Robert Wal- 
pole became the first holder of the office 
in 1721. At no time in history, then, has 
British politics had so many backseat 
drivers. Margaret Thatcher was first to 
adopt the phrase in 1990 when John 
Major took her place. Saying farewell to 
Tory party workers she said: “I shan’t be 
pulling the levers, but I shall be a very 
good backseat driver.” If by “good” you 
mean wrenching the handbrake and con- 
stantly telling the driver he is going the 
wrong way. Thatcher, of course, had 
learned from one of the best disgruntled 
ex-leaders, Sir Ted Heath, dubbed “the 
Incredible Sulk” for his decades-long 
devotion to opposing her after she ousted 
him as Tory leader in 1975. 

Truss’s decision to jump ona plane toa 
place that is not a sovereign independent 
state, where Britain has an office but not 
full diplomatic relations, has created 
waves in Whitehall. Truss will not use her 
speech to call for full diplomatic rela- 
tions, but sources admit this is “the direc- 
tion of travel”. 

Until now, the response of the govern- 
ment has been to say it would not get 
involved in the “independent travel deci- 
sions of a private citizen who is not a 
member of the government”. This week- 
end, however, a Foreign Office source 
said: “The government has had a policy 
on Taiwan which is longstanding and 
remained unchanged for the entire time 
Liz Truss was foreign secretary and 
prime minister.” 

Others in government are less willing 
to bite their tongue: “She seems to have 
waited until she was neither of those 
things before trying to change things.” 

A close ally of another ex-Tory prime 
minister said: “She seems to believe she is 


indestructible, despite having actually 
been destroyed.” 

Some put this down to Truss’s resil- 
ience and a lack of interest in being loved. 
“She’s a political cockroach,” said a semi- 
admiring former minister, “which does at 
least mean she will survive the nuclear 
war that she seems intent on starting.” 

Truss’s spokesman hit back: “She’s 
pushing things she believes which she 
thinks would be beneficial to the Con- 
servative cause, frankly. There is a large 
measure of support among the party 
grassroots, who, let us not forget, did 
vote for her last year.” 

This is only the fifth time in British his- 
tory that four prime ministers and 
ex-prime ministers have sat simultane- 
ously in the Commons. The last time was 
in Thatcher’s first term when Heath, Jim 
Callaghan and Harold Wilson were all still 
MPs. Sunak has the unfortunate distinc- 
tion of being the first prime minister with 
three predecessors from his own party all 
in the Commons at the same time. 

May is the one to whom Sunak talks the 
most. “They have quite regular conversa- 
tions,” a Downing Street source said. 
When Sunak began in No 10, David Cam- 
eron was also generous with his advice 
but, of all the Tory ex-premiers, he has 
tried hardest to keep his head down, hav- 
ing been stung by the Greensill affair, in 
which it emerged he had lobbied minis- 
ters on behalf of a company he was 
involved with. “Poor old Dave,” a mem- 
ber of his old cabinet said. “Boris roams 
around like a bull elephant in a china 
shop smashing everything up and the 
first time he put his head above the para- 
pet he made a prat of himself.” 

When Sunak attended the events 
marking the 25th anniversary of the Good 
Friday agreement, he was seen in friendly 
conversation with Johnson, Truss and 
Blair, though perhaps friendliest with 
Labour’s triple election winner. “They 
had a nice chat and compared notes on 
prime minister’s questions,” a Tory 
source revealed. Did this chat extend to 
giving advice? “There was a bit of that, 
yes.” 

Such is the recent rhythm of events 
that Johnson may only be the third most 
problematic Tory ex-prime minister. He 
is somewhat becalmed as he awaits the 
ruling by the Commons privileges com- 
mittee into whether he knowingly or 
recklessly misled MPs about the party- 
gate scandal when he was prime minister. 


Johnson believes he will be presented 
with a ban from the Commons of less than 
ten days, which would mean he would 
not face a recall ballot in his constituency 
that could end his political career. 

His resignation honours have been 
stalled until after the committee’s ruling, 
expected in the next two to three weeks. 
Insiders say that the hold-up has been 
caused because the House of Lords 
Appointments Commission has rejected 
the idea that sitting MPs can take peera- 
ges and defer them. There are thought to 
be four on the list. 

Johnson’s relative caution comes from 
the fact that, unlike Truss and May, he has 
not given up hope of returning to No 10. 
Close allies still believe this is not impossi- 
ble before the general election, expected 
in the autumn of next year, and perhaps 
even likely after it. 

Few Tory MPs think Johnson would 
enjoy the role of leader of the opposition, 
a far more thankless task than being 
prime minister. But it is also one where it 
is what you say, rather than what you do, 
which gives it impact — something that 
might suit Johnson if Starmer forms a 
minority or coalition government. 

Allies licensed to speak on Johnson’s 
behalf say he is keeping his head down 
and point out he did not attend the Con- 
servative Democratic Organisation’s con- 
ference this weekend. The grassroots 
group set up by Lord Cruddas is seen by 
some as a front for the “Bring back Boris” 
campaign. However, Johnson did send a 
video thanking activists for “campaigning 
against unnecessarily high taxation”, a 
coded dig at Sunak. Allies want him to be 
treated with more respect by Sunak: 
“There could be more outreach. That will 
bea test of their political judgment.” 

Looming over Starmer are the living 
ghosts of Blair and Brown, both of whom 
are given to rattling their chains semi-reg- 
ularly. Blair has given interviews praising 
Starmer’s success in getting Labour to 
look electable but urged him to stamp out 
“complacency”. Privately, some of his 
closest allies have urged Starmer’s team 
not to fall into the trap of playing it safe 
trying to win the election. 

Some of these comments are not just a 
nuisance; they can be weaponised by 
political opponents. Prime minister’s 
questions regularly features either Sunak 
or Starmer quoting unhelpful things that 
past politicians on their own side have 
said. Last Wednesday Sunak quoted Blair 


Truss 
would 
survive a 
nuclear 


war she 
started 


Driven to distraction 


as saying: “The right honourable gentle- 
man can be as cocky as he likes about the 
local elections; come a general election, 
policy counts.” What he didn’t say was 
that this was a comment Blair made in 
2007 about Cameron. He failed to add the 
next bit — “On policy, we win and he 
loses” — perhaps because Blair’s party 
lost in 2010. 

Senior Labour officials say Starmer is 
getting “too much unsolicited advice” 
and has been advised he “should change 
his mobile number soon”. One said: “Peo- 
ple are popping up from 20 years ago tell- 
ing him what they think.” But it is stressed 
that the insights of both Blair and Brown 
are welcome and both would be given 
Starmer’s new number. 

“Tony has his own set-up and that 
means he can pronounce a lot,” a Labour 
insider said. “He tends to push very Blair- 
ite issues like technology and modernity.” 
Brown “wants to be involved in big pro- 
jects”. Starmer aides attest to Brown’s 
habit of calling the leader and others with 
his thoughts. “He’s a force of nature, a 
blunderbuss,” said one, nearly politely. 

The Cameron, May, Johnson and Truss 
premierships were all cut short by politi- 
cal miscalculation, which means they are 
still (relatively) young. While Major is 80 
and Blair and Brown in their seventies, 
May is 66, Johnson 58, Cameron 56 and 
Truss only 47. The old route of taking a 
seat in the Lords no longer seems popular 
since it comes with an obligation to 
declare business interests. Major made 
millions as an adviser to the Carlyle 
Group, while Blair ran a series of inter- 
locking companies to provide political 
advice to world leaders. The most recent 
register of members’ interests shows 
Johnson has pocketed about £5.2 million 
from speaking gigs and £560,000 from 
book advances and royalties since he left 
Downing Street. He still enjoys £13,500 a 
month of accommodation provided by 
the Bamfords, despite buying a new 
home in Oxfordshire. 

Theresa May received £559,000 for 
speaking gigs in 2022, using the money to 
“pay employees, maintain my ongoing 
involvement in public life and support 
my charitable work”. Since September 
2020 she has paid herself an annual sal- 
ary for speaking of £85,000 a year, dou- 
bling her MP’s income. 

By the end of March, Truss had regis- 
tered £72,000 of speaking fees. She may 
well double that by the end of this week. 
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I watched the pastor wrestle teens 
at Soul Survivor Christian concerts 


David Gate, an ex-worshipper at a church 
whose leader is accused of inappropriate 
behaviour, reveals what he witnessed 


The first time I encountered Mike Pilava- 
chi was in 1992 when I was around 12. My 
religious parents and I attended a Chris- 
tian camping festival in the Bath & West 
showground. Mike was leading the youth 
group. Immediately I was impressed by 
him. He was engaging and fun — he didn’t 
treat us like kids. He was in his thirties at 
the time and very vocal about leading a 
life of celibacy. 

Mike went on to found Soul Survivor in 
Watford in 1993. I’d travel there for 
monthly worship celebrations they held 
in schools. In 1996, when I was 16, I met 
Mike for the first time. He singled me out 
and told me I was going to do amazing 
things for God. I felt chosen. 

The following year, Soul Survivor put 
out an album of Christian worship songs. 
I was an aspiring songwriter and submit- 
ted songs for it — two were picked. My 
parents couldn’t have been prouder of 
me. It was exhilarating. I started to lead 
worship at events. I joined the “inner cir- 
cle” of people close to Mike. 

He liked play-wrestling. Sometimes I’d 
wrestle with him before events, some- 
times it would be backstage, but always 
fully clothed in the company of others. 
He did that a lot with young men. It was a 
sign that he liked you — you were one of 
“Mike’s boys”. 

There seemed to always be a favourite 
— usually athletic, always male teenagers 
or young men — no older than 23. If he’d 
win — and often he was a lot bigger than 
us — he might sit on top of you. Looking 
back, it must have appeared strange, a 
45-year-old, well-built man wrestling on 
the floor with a 16-year-old boy. 

At Soul Survivor festivals, everyone 
would know who I was and would sing 
my songs. One year, Mike singled me out 
and interviewed me. It was overwhelm- 
ing, encouraging and uplifting. 

Soon after that, I started to experience 
his toxic behaviour. Mike hated it when 
musicians spoke to the congregation — he 
wanted to be the only person with a 
direct relationship to them. When I first 


started, I’d encourage people to clap, or 
raise their hands, share a Bible verse or 
introduce a song. This was absolutely not 
allowed. I was repeatedly reprimanded 
for any attempt to communicate publicly. 
Mike always wanted control. 

Off stage, he often ignored me. I would 
sometimes call and email him, but 
wouldn’t hear anything for months. 
Then, finally, he’d invite me out for coffee 
and it was like nothing had happened. I 
would be welcomed back into the “inner 
circle”. Then the cycle would repeat. 

I questioned everything about myself. 
It was one extreme or the other. There 
was a culture of forced humility within 
the church: always be humble. 

A pattern of hurt emerged early on 
when it came to the young men who Mike 
would single out. It was not a secret. 
Young men were being picked up then 
discarded year after year. Like me, they 
would leave feeling like it was them who 
had messed up. 

Mike had the power to break your 
career. I felt like I was permanently in a 
state of being on The X Factor. I was being 
judged by a Simon Cowell type-figure 
about whether I was able to progress. The 
only doors that would open for you were 


David Gate, left, says Mike Pilavachi 
had the power to break artists’ careers 


was the head of the festivals and the 
events. He was the gatekeeper of my 
music publisher: Survivor Records. 
Every element of my life had Mike’s 
hand on it. I felt trapped. 
One time, it became too much for me 
— I broke down crying in front of 
him. He told me he’d been 
watching me worship when I 
1 wasn’t looking, that God loved 
» ~ )me. But he barely spoke to me 
after that. 
Despite all 
‘this, I never 
was angry at 


> 


the ones he opened. For a teenager, it & 
1 


- 


was emotionally devastating. 
At first there weren’t official / 
interns. There was just the one that 
was closest to him, and would do 
the majority of the travelling VA 
with him. The “favourite”. J 
They would rotate even more 


quickly as the years went 
on. Always boys or young 
men, white, middle- 


class, athletic, me] 
sionable kids. 


There seemed to f 
be no one By A 
Mike was 
| 


accountable to. The realm 
of power he had over my 
life was huge. He was the 
pastor of my church. He 


Mike. I thought it was my fault. I know 12 
men who had these experiences. I imag- 
ine there are many more. 

We used to joke that when you got mar- 
ried, Mike would drop you. I started dat- 
ing my wife when I was 20 — we met 
through Soul Survivor. Not long after we 
married, we moved to Northern Ireland. 

In 2012, after I had moved to America, 
I heard things had developed into more 
than just emotional manipulation. It had 
turned physical. I found out Mike had 
massaged one of his interns at his house, 
using oils. Afterwards, that person had 
been dropped just like I had. The individ- 
ual didn’t want to come forward. 

My final experience was in 2017 when I 
was visiting the UK. The church, which 
was packed, was in the middle of a ser- 
mon series on sex. Mike preached that 
men couldn’t have relationships with 
other men because they had too much 
lust. He said that women had lower sex 
drives, which moderated a man’s libido. 
It was misogynistic and homophobic. 


SOUL SURVIVOR MINISTRIES 


Later we were told to break into groups of 
five or six to talk about sex: adults with 
teenagers. Most of us were strangers. 
There was no safeguarding. That was the 
final straw. I never went back. 

For more than 20 years, I have asked 
myself how much Mike was conscious of 
what he was doing. I think he knows the 
damage he does. I don’t think of him as a 
monster. I also remember him as genuine 
and fun. But he has positioned himself at 
the head ofa church where young people 
end up infatuated with his celebrity. 

He has now stepped back from the 
church and there is an investigation by 
the Church of England. But I have little 
faith in the process. The report does not 
have to be published. Victims are being 
told to report to the investigation and not 
speak out. I am disappointed that there 
has been no statement from Justin Welby. 

This isn’t only about Mike Pilavachi 
any more. This is about the church taking 
accountability. 

As told to Katie Gatens 


CHURCH 
INQUIRY 
UNDER WAY 


Mike Pilavachi, 65, 
stepped down as senior 
pastor on April 2. Lambeth 
Palace was supportive of 
Soul Survivor, and allowed 
it a degree of autonomy, 
such as setting its own 
safeguarding measures. 

The Church of England 
said: “The investigation 
[into Pilavachi] is being 
run by safeguarding 
professionals from the 
national safeguarding 
eam and diocese of St 
Albans. We would urge 
anyone with any 
information to come 
orward and can assure 
hat they will be treated 
with the utmost 
sensitivity. For obvious 
confidentiality reasons 
people have come 
orward but do not want 
heir experience in the 
public domain, while 
others do. Our job is to 
ensure they are heard and 
responded to.” 

The Sunday Times was 
unable to contact 
Pilavachi, but asked Soul 
Survivor to pass our 
questions on to him. 

@ Paul Martin, who 
founded the US branch of 
Soul Survivor, spoke out 
this weekend, saying he 
“had to”, having brought 
Pilavachi to the US 
“countless times” 
between 1999 and 2007. 
“| put Mike ona stage in 
front of thousands upon 
thousands upon 
thousands of young 
people over the course of 
eight years,” he told The 
Daily Telegraph. 
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became killer fireballs 


Faulty batteries sold online are causing 
blazes when they are put on charge. 
The vehicles spark fires every two days 


By Nicholas Hellen 
and Emanuele Midolo 


On New Year’s Day, Sofia Duarte was 
asleep when a modified electric bike in 
her flat exploded into flames. 

Faulty e-bikes and e-scooters have 
caused a fire in the capital every two days 
since the start of the year. Last Septem- 
ber, Abdul Jabar Oryakhel, from Afghan- 
istan, died falling from the top floor of a 
Bristol tower block after an e-bike started 
a blaze. 

The London Fire Brigade says it has 
had to attend 158 e-bike and e-scooter 
fires since the start of last year. Across the 
UK, they have injured at least 190 people 
and killed eight since 2020. 

In January, Gary Shearer, 23, tried to 
save his father Rab, 60, from a house in 
Merseyside from a blaze started when an 


e-bike battery that had been charging 
caught fire. Both men died. 

Part of the problem is the ease with 
which cheap, potentially dangerous 
e-bike batteries can be obtained. The 
internet is full of such items for as little as 
£175, which often have had no safety 
checks. They can be arisk if they are over- 
charged or short-circuit. 

Duarte, 21, had returned home late 
from a night shift. While her five flat- 
mates jumped from the second-floor 
flat’s windows to the street, she was diso- 
rientated and tried to escape down the 
staircase. A family friend, Alda Simoes, 
45, said: “Sofia was confused and instead 
of going through the window she went 
through the door.” 

Weeping, she added: “The fire brigade 
were there within a couple of minutes but 
there was nothing they could do. The 


bikes were at the entrance. Some of the 
neighbours were trying to break down 
the door because they knew Sofia was 
inside but they couldn’t go past the fire. 
She was there for I don’t know how long.” 

Footage from a passer-by shows fire- 
balls exploding from a window, while 
bystanders in the Old Kent Road, south 
London, scream. The last message Sofia 
sent from her phone was to her mother, 
Maria Frasquilho Macarro, at six minutes 
past midnight. It said, “Happy new year 
mummy” along with a heart emoji. 

Last month, the Scottish Fire and Res- 
cue Service issued a video of an e-bike 
exploding in a house. It warned: “The fire 
can be ferocious and keep reigniting. 
Burning battery vapours are toxic, can 
spread quickly and cut off escape routes.” 

E-bikes have soared in popularity, par- 
ticularly among workers in the gig eco- 
nomy who use them for food delivery 
jobs, and lower-paid workers who use 
them for commuting. About 160,000 
e-bikes were sold in the UK in the past 
year, and 2.2 million in Germany. 

Now there are concerns that the gov- 
ernment and landlords are not taking 


Sofia Duarte died in her 
flat in south London 
after by a faulty e-bike 
started a fire 


Number of e-bike or e-scooter fires in 
London since the start of last year 


seriously the risk posed by faulty e-bike 
batteries, usually imported from Asia 
and sold cheaply online. 

The electric motor on an electric bike 
or e-bike assists with pedalling. It takes its 
power froma rechargeable battery on the 
bike, which typically contains lithium- 
ion cells and is charged from a normal 
socket. The bikes are legally restricted to 
a top speed of 15.5mph, but many riders 
tamper with them to boost speeds to 
25mph and more. 

An electric bike from a leading brand 
can cost between £1,000 and £3,000, ora 
regular bike can be adapted using a kit 
costing from around £400. These meet 
high safety standards. But that is not true 
of many batteries available online. 

There is particular concern about the 
charging of e-bikes in blocks of flats and 
in shared homes, where they are often 
plugged in in hallways, which means they 
block exits if there is a fire. 

A spate of blazes and deaths has 
increased concerns that not enough is 
being done to ensure that batteries used 
on e-bikes are safe. Following 200 fires in 
a year in New York, landlords have begun 


aa 


banning e-bikes from being charged in 
properties. New national safety stan- 
dards have also been imposed. 

The London Fire Brigade has been 
speaking to companies such as Just Eat, 
Deliveroo and Uber Eats about the risk to 
delivery riders, who may modify their 
bikes and store them in their bedrooms. 

The University of Cambridge has pro- 
hibited e-bikes and e-scooters from being 
charged or kept indoors, unless in a des- 
ignated store. Its guidance to students 
says: “When the battery cell heats up and 
ruptures, it releases a highly toxic and 
flammable vapour cloud. This is swiftly 
followed by ignition in the form of 
intense directional flames. Due to the 
chemical composition of the batteries, 
they produce their own oxygen and heat, 
making them almost impossible to extin- 
guish, even with professional fire-fight- 
ing equipment and techniques.” 

Last week, Salix Homes, a housing 
association in Salford which rents out 
8,500 homes, issued a warning following 
a fire started by a charging e-bike battery 
which destroyed the tenth floor of a 
tower block it owns. It advised residents 
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never to charge batteries at night or at 
home, to ensure they meet UK safety 
standards, to beware of online kits, and 
always to unplug them once charged. 

However, neither the trade bodies for 
insurers or for landlords have issued gui- 
dance about the storage and charging of 
e-bikes in properties nationwide. 

E-scooters have either been banned, 
or will be banned from June 1, by a num- 
ber of train firms. 

Will Butler-Adams, chief executive of 
Britain’s biggest bike manufacturer, 
Brompton Bicycle, believes there is a fail- 
ure of regulation and consumer protec- 
tion. He said: “We are not going to ban 
electric cars, even though they contain 
exactly the same cells, and that’s because 
they are properly regulated. “ 

Phillip Darnton, chairman of the Bicy- 
cle Association, an industry body, 
approached Jesse Norman, a transport 
minister, in November. “We can’t let the 
opportunity for e-bikes be blown off 
course by the import of substandard 
products and people tampering and 
meddling. There is only one issue. How 
does this stuff get stopped?” he said. The 
government is due to publish guidelines 
on lithium batteries shortly. 

In February, the charity Electrical 
Safety First spotted an advertisement for 
a 48v e-bike charger, listed on Facebook 
Marketplace for £16, to be collected in the 
East Dulwich and Peckham area of south- 
east London. 

It had a clover leaf plug without a fuse 
in it, which meant if the cable short-cir- 
cuited, it could burst into flames. Martyn 
Allen, technical director of the charity, 
alerted Meta, the parent company of the 
site, to this and nine other dangerous 
products. Meta did not remove them. 
Instead it said it would act only on “valid 
legal requests”. 

It was only after the charity alerted the 
Office for Product Safety and Standards, 
which in turn asked Meta to de-list the 
items, that the adverts were removed 
some time after April 24 — having been on 
sale for 39 weeks in total, and 55 days 
after it was alerted to the danger. 

By contrast, Amazon Marketplace, 
eBay, wish.com and AliExpress all 
responded swiftly when alerted that they 
had dangerous goods for sale. 

Oliver Montague, founder of Swytch, a 
British-based firm which has sold 29,000 
kits to convert conventional pedal bikes 
into e-bikes, at a cost of around £500 
each, says none of his products have 
been implicated in a fire, but that the 
market is being flooded with unregulated 
imports. He said: “There is nothing to 
stop someone importing a battery that is 


not fit for purpose into the UK. They 
could put it in a shipping container, get it 
through the port, into the warehouse and 
then through any number of shippers toa 
customer.” 

The government says it has increased 
checks of lithium batteries at ports and 
borders. A spokesman said it would take 
enforcement action if it found unsafe 
products. 

Christine Heemskerk, the lead officer 
for product safety at the Chartered Trad- 
ing Standards Institute (CTSI) said: “It’s a 
broken system.” A quarter of a century 
since the rise of online shopping, product 
safety laws which apply to bricks and 
mortar still do not apply to the internet, 
meaning it can be hard to hold sellers 
responsible for faulty goods. 

Last month, Kevin Hollinrake, a busi- 
ness minister, told a roundtable attended 


66 


I cry over my 
daughter every day. 
My heart is broken. 
Iťs too much 


by Amazon, eBay, Etsy and Alibaba that 
they had to do more to keep unsafe prod- 
ucts off their platforms. The government 
is due to publish a product safety review, 
including policy proposals for online 
marketplaces. 

Paul Miloseski-Read, the lead officer 
for e-commerce at the CTSI, said online 
platforms were not required to check 
the product in advance, but need only 
intervene if they were made aware of 
problems. 

He pointed out that the number of 
trading standards officers, based at 
around 200 local authorities, had been 
halved in the past decade and was so 
under-funded that he “would not be sur- 
prised if 90 per cent of services do not 
have the resources or funding to conduct 
routine test purchases of products such 
as e-bike chargers”. 

Sofia’s mother Macarro wants to the 
government to put in more regulation to 
avert another tragedy. 

She said: “It’s too much. I think about 
her when I wake up, before I sleep. I cry 
every day in my job, at home. It’s not 
easy. My heart is broken.” 


NICK BULL/PICTUREEXCLUSIVE 


Stonehenge was cast in a pinkish haze as the sun set over the 
5,000-year-old Wiltshire monument. Sunny spells and rain 
are expected over much of the UK this week Weather, page 29 


Young women bid 


their way back 


to the bridge table 


Ellie McDonald 


When Helen Erichsen was 30, 
her father made her an offer: 
he would take her on holiday 
to the Caribbean if he could 
teach her to play bridge. 

“I thought he seriously had 
to be kidding me — bridge! 
That’s a game for older 
people,” Erichsen said. But 
her father, a keen player, was 
desperate for her to learn — 
and the promise of a holiday 
was too good to resist. 

While she was away, she 
played every day and fell in 
love with the game. Now 55, 
Erichsen mentors young 
female players and has 
written a bridge-playing 
protagonist into her debut 
novel, Murder by Natural 
Causes. 

She hopes the book, 
published next week, will do 
for bridge what the Netflix 
drama The Queen’s Gambit did 
for chess. The TV show, 
which starred Anya Taylor- 
Joy as a young female 
prodigy, attracted many more 
women to the game. 

Erichsen is among a 
growing number of women 
taking an interest in the 
game, which was considered 
to be declining in popularity. 
Bridge was developed from a 
similar card game, whist, that 
originates from the 16th 
century. Bridge became 
popular between the 1930s 
and 1950s, and top players 
became minor celebrities. 

It has since fallen out of 
fashion, but this appears to 
be changing: the English 
Bridge Union (EBU) has 
about 50,000 members, with 
600 affiliated clubs. The 
England women’s under-26 
team competes at 
international events. 

While bridge is thought to 
be largely gender-equal at 
amateur level, competitions 
are male-dominated. The 
research project Bridge: A 
MindSport for All (Bamsa) at 


Helen Erichsen 
met her husband 
at a bridge club 


Stirling University found that 
only two of the 50 highest- 
ranked bridge players in 
England in 2018 were 
women. There is only one 
female player in the top 50 on 
the English national grading 
system leaderboard. 

Bamsa’s research findings 
led to the publication ofa 
gender policy by the women’s 
committee of the European 
Bridge League last year, with 
the aim of providing equal 
opportunities. 

Erichsen teaches bridge 
and mentors young female 
players aged 16-24. One of her 
students, Venetia Anoyrkatis, 
16, became the youngest 
English player to win the 
prestigious national Lady 
Milne trophy last month. 
Anoyrkatis said: “I think it’s 
an amazing game for young 
people and I’ve made 
amazing friends from playing 
the game.” 

Erichsen’s novel follows 
Cilla, 22, a bridge-playing 
contract killer who 
specialises in murders that 
look like death by natural 
causes. 

“Instead of looking at the 
technical side, I decided to 
focus on the excitement of 
winning and losing — that is 
something everyone can 
relate to,” Erichsen said. “If 
this book causes more people 
to play bridge, I will die 

happy.” 

è For Erichsen, 
bridge even 
became a 
matchmaker: she 
met her husband 
of 21 years, the 
Norwegian 
professional 

player 
Espen 
A Erichsen, 
at TGRs 
J bridge club 
< in London. 
Editorial, 
page 24 
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Crime chief accused of using 
police against Labour foes 


‘It’s tripe; says Tory who 
is alleged to have asked 
officers to investigate 
political rivals’ local 
election leaflets 


David Collins Northern Editor 


A Conservative police and crime commis- 
sioner has been accused of using his 
influence to push for separate police 
investigations into his political oppo- 
nents ahead of the local elections. 

Steve Turner, PCC for Cleveland, has 
been accused of triggering two investiga- 
tions into his opponents ahead of the 
elections on May 4. He and his wife, 
Andrea, were both trying to win council 
seats in Redcar in the Tees Valley. 

Turner made two complaints: the first 
about a Labour election leaflet in Tory 
blue colours, which he believed broke 
electoral rules, and a second about 
alleged harassment, which he reported 


using the police 101 hotline. Labour 
activists said they felt “intimidated” 
when police visited three campaigners 
and questioned them over their election 
literature. 

Turner called the allegations he 
triggered the investigations “complete 
tripe”. He said he simply reported the 
leaflet to the council’s monitoring officer, 
who decided to inform police. 

“A resident sent a copy of the leaflet to 
my wife saying, ‘I think this is disgust- 
ing,” Turner said. “At that point I didn’t 
know it was a Labour leaflet.” 

Turner said the leaflet falsely alleged 
that he and his wife had broken selection 
rules. Turner’s wife was on the local 
party’s panel, which picked him as a can- 
didate. 

He said that a number of security 
measures have since been taken to 
protect him following what he calls a 
“toxic campaign” to uproot senior Tories 
in the region, including Ben Houchen, the 
Conservative mayor of Tees Valley. 
Turner claimed that a wave of “vitriol” on 
social media began in September 2021, 


PCC Steve Turner and his wife, Andrea 


when the Labour MP for Middlesbrough, 
Andy McDonald, used parliamentary 
privilege to claim that Turner had been 
sacked for stealing from a previous 
employer. 

McDonald accused Turner of the “sys- 
tematic theft of merchandise” from a 
Safeway supermarket. Parliamentary 
privilege allows MPs to make statements 
in the House of Commons without fear of 
being sued. “That was wrong,” Turner 


said. “I made a mistake 24 years ago in 
1999, when I was in my late twenties. 
I was handling stolen goods on behalf 
of somebody else. I took a police caution 
for that.” Turner went on to become an 
area manager for Sainsbury’s supermar- 
kets. 

For Labour, questions remain. Alec 
Brown, a Labour Redcar election agent, 
said that a week before polling day, fraud 
police arrived at his doorstep saying they 
were investigating campaign leaflets. “I 
did feel interrogated, slightly,” Brown 
told Sky News. 

Labour activists believe a conflict of 
interest has occurred because Turner’s 
job as PCC means he oversees the officers 
who investigated his political opponents. 
Turner denies any undue influence or 
conflict of interest. 

Cleveland Police said: “Routine 
enquiries were made to establish who 
had created and distributed the leaflet, 
and following a review of the circumstan- 
ces it was concluded that no offence had 
been committed.” 

@davidcollinsST 


SAY CHEESE 


A queen is 
crowned as the 
Gloucestershire 
village of 
Randwick, near 
Stroud, 
celebrates the 
wap — aspring 
festival with 
dancing and 
cheese-rolling 
that originated in 
medieval times 
and was revived in 
the 1970s by the 

2 local vicar 
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Specsavers 


AI can identify every 
tweet — from birds 


Ben Spencer Science Editor 


Growing up in Gloucestershire 
in the 1970s, Conrad Young 
could recognise the trill ofa 
yellowhammer in nearby 
farmland. “We said their call 
sounded like ‘a little bit of 
bread and no chee-ee-eese’.” 
It is a sound that few 
youngsters would know 
today. The yellowhammer 
lives in hedgerows and, in 
winter, feeds on seed and 
grain split during the autumn 
harvest. With many hedges 
replaced by fences, and 
modern combine harvesters 
spilling little seed, the 
population has declined by 
61 per cent since 1967. 
Many British farmland 
birds are suffering similar 
fates. Pesticides and 
herbicides have killed the 
insects and wildflowers they 
feed on, the switch from hay 
to silage has removed another 
food source, and improved 
field drainage has removed 
wetland habitats. It means 
many species we would 
assume to know — partridges, 
turtle doves, house sparrows 
and skylarks — are declining. 
Young, 50, decided to do 
something about it. He 


created Chirrup.ai— an 
artificial intelligence service 
that records the dawn chorus 
ona farm for two or three 
weeks and provides a list of 
the birds there. Identifying 
birds can also give an 
indication of the presence of 
insects on which they feed. 

Chirrup.ai provides an 
alternative to a survey that 
would need an ecologist on 
site — labour-intensive and 
expensive. Small recording 
boxes are placed about the 
farm and the recordings are 
uploaded to a web-based AI 
programme, which produces 
a list of up to 140 bird species 
and an environmental report. 

Sophie Alexander, 60, who 
manages a 1,200-acre farm in 
Dorset, is testing the service. 
She said her customers are 
increasingly demanding 
information about her crops’ 
environmental impact. 

Alec Taylor, of the World 
Wide Fund for Nature, said: 
“Harnessing the power of 
technology has the potential 
to enable farmers to 
demonstrate impact when it 
comes to boosting nature.” 


Take the dawn chorus quiz at 
sundaytimes.co.uk 


Pucker up: lip 
tattoos offera 
perma-pout 


Louise Eccles 
Consumer Affairs Editor 


Touching up your lipstick 
could soon be a ritual of the 
past, as growing numbers of 
women are getting lip tattoos. 

People are going to 
extreme lengths to ensure a 
smudge-free pout that can 
last between one and three 
years, with tiny needles used 
to prick the skin and insert 
pigment. It gradually fades 
depending on how deep the 
ink is inserted and how much 
it is exposed to the sun. 

A basic version of lip- 
tattooing has been around for 
years. An autopsy after 
Michael Jackson’s death in 
2009 found he had a pink 
tattoo lip-liner. However, 
improvements in techniques 
and technology have given 
rise to a more natural look 
known as “lip-blushing”. 
Rather than tattooing ona 
block of colour, the needle 
makes tiny brushstrokes to 
implant pigment in more 
neutral shades about 1mm 
below the skin’s surface. 

Google searches for lip- 
blushing have increased 
fourfold since 2019, while the 
hashtag #lipblushing has 
received 177 million views on 
TikTok. 

Eyebrow tattoos, often 
referred to as microblading, 
remain the most common 
cosmetic tattoo in the UK, 
while others opt for tattooed 
eyeliner, beauty spots, 
freckles and even along their 
hairline. Ruth Langsford, a 
presenter on the ITV show 
This Morning, is among the 
celebrities to have had 
eyeliner and eyebrow tattoos. 

Tracie Giles, who runs a 
permanent make-up clinic in 
Knightsbridge, said half of the 


treatments she carried out 
were now for lips, compared 
with a small number five 
years ago. 

Giles, who explained that 
the process takes two hours, 
said: “The advanced artistry 
of lip-tattooing has shifted up 
a gear in the last three to four 
years. People want to give 
their lips more definition and 
symmetry, but keep it natural 
with a soft dusting of colour.” 

However, lip-tattooing can 
cause the lips to swell and 
scab over, taking up to four 
weeks to heal. The British 
Association of Dermatologists 
said people should be aware 
that, although often referred 
to as “semi-permanent make- 
up”, it can be permanent if 
inserted beyond the 
superficial epidermal layer of 
skin. Dr Tamara Griffiths, of 
the association, warned that 
allergic reactions to pigment 
could occur and that breaks 
in the skin could introduce 
infection. The mild trauma 
can also sometimes trigger 
underlying skin conditions 
such as cold sores, vitiligo or 
psoriasis in those susceptible. 
@louise eccles 
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NEWS 


Will police start digging for 
missing Elizabeth 24 years on? 


Killer Levi Bellfield has ‘confessed’ to murdering the student and allegedly told police where her body is 


ENTERPRISE NEWS AND PICTURES; NICHOLAS RAZZELL; PA 


Dipesh Gadher 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


It was during the Friday evening rush 
hour in Ealing, west London, that Eliza- 
beth Chau, 19, vanished into thin air. 

The computer studies student had just 
handed in an assignment at Thames Val- 
ley University, and was on her way home 
to her family. She was last seen walking 
along the busy Uxbridge Road, close to a 
police station, on April 16, 1999. 

Now, 24 years later, the serial killer 
Levi Bellfield has allegedly confessed to 
the teenager’s abduction and murder, 
and revealed to police the possible loca- 
tion of her body. The spot is understood 
to be close to Kempton Park racecourse 
in Surrey, about 10 miles from where 
Chau disappeared. 

On Wednesday, detectives at Scotland 
Yard are expected to meet the teenager’s 
family to brief them on what Bellfield told 
two officers who interviewed him under 
caution last week at HMP Frankland, 
Co Durham. Forensics experts could start 
digging for Chau’s remains afterwards. 

Bellfield, 54, is serving whole life tar- 
iffs for the murders of Milly Dowler, 13, in 
2002, Marsha McDonnell, 19, in 2003, 
and Amélie Delagrange, 22, in 2004. All 
the victims were brutally attacked in 
southwest London and Surrey. Kempton 
Park is a few miles from Walton-on- 
Thames, where Dowler was abducted. 

Although Chau’s family are aware of 
Bellfield’s propensity to lie and manipu- 
late, they are cautiously optimistic that 
their long quest for closure — marred by 
claims of racism and police indifference 
— may be nearing an end. 

Suresh Grover of the Monitoring 
Group, an anti-racism organisation that 
has been helping the family since Chau 
disappeared, said: “They just want Eliza- 
beth’s body back, so that they can lay her 
to rest with the dignity and respect that 
she deserves. They want justice.” 

The youngest of three siblings, Chau 
was born in Britain after her parents 
came here as refugees in the 1970s in the 
aftermath of the Vietnam War. They 
quickly found work running a Chinese 
takeaway in west London. 

On the day that she failed to return 
home from university, her family imme- 
diately knew something was wrong 
because Chau would always phone them 
if she was staying overnight with a friend. 

When she was reported missing at 


Elizabeth Chau, a computer 
studies student, vanished in 
1999. Levi Bellfield, who 
murdered Millie Dowler, top, 
and Marsha McDonnell, has 
apparently admitted killing her 


CCTV footage was 
obtained by Chau’s 
sister, not police 


lunchtime the following day, police ini- 
tially classed her case as “low risk” 
because she was an adult. It meant that 
the family had to carry out their own 
searches and even collect their own 
CCTV footage from businesses along the 
route Chau would have walked. 

Images of her last known sighting, cap- 
tured at 6.18pm close to Ealing police sta- 
tion on Uxbridge Road, were obtained by 
her older sister, Bic-Hang, now 48, rather 
than by officers assigned to the case. 

“From the beginning to now, the 
police have failed us,” she told The 
Guardian last month. “We have felt 
ignored and dismissed because of our 
race and because of Elizabeth’s gender.” 
The reference to gender is thought to 
relate to suggestions Chau may have been 
lured into prostitution or had run away 


after becoming pregnant. At one point, 
the Metropolitan Police are believed to 
have closed the case after concluding that 
Chau was most likely killed by Andrezej 
Kanowski, a convicted rapist and mur- 
derer from Poland known as “The Beast”. 
Police dug up his garden, but he main- 
tained his innocence. He died in 2009. 
The potential breakthrough involving 
Bellfield, a former nightclub bouncer 
who had lived in west London, first came 
in October last year when he allegedly 
confessed to Chau’s murder in a conver- 
sation with an official prison visitor. 
Grover claimed the prison visitor 
alerted the Home Office and the Met at 
the time, but no action appears to have 
been taken. In March this year, the prison 
visitor is said to have contacted the Chau 
family directly. Bellfield also repeated his 


confession in a written statement to his 
solicitor, Theresa Clark, in which he gave 
horrific details of Chau’s final hours and 
where he had buried her body. He also 
admitted to non-fatal attacks on up to six 
other women. 

Last week Bellfield allegedly confessed 
to Chau’s murder for the third time in a 
six-hour prison interview with two Met 
officers who are part of a team specialis- 
ing in unsolved homicides. However, he 
has retracted confessions on a number of 
previous occasions. 

The Met said: “On Tuesday, May 9, a 
54-year-old male was interviewed under 
caution. Inquiries continue. We can con- 
firm we remain in contact with Elizabeth 
Chau’s family. At this time we will not be 
providing an ongoing commentary.” 
@dipeshgadher 


Clothing 
bill grows 
faster than 
the kids 


Louise Eccles 
and Venetia Menzies 


They need new clothes 
constantly and their school 
shoes tend not to last for 
more than a few terms —but 
the cost of childrenswear is 
rising at double the rate of 
adult clothing, according to 
official figures. 

Between March 2022 and 
March 2023, the price of 
children’s clothes and 
footwear rose by 12 per cent 
compared with 6 per cent for 
women and 7 per cent for 
men, according to the Office 
for National Statistics. 

For some items, the rise is 
even more stark. The cost of 
children’s sports trainers has 
leapt by 33 per cent, typically 
costing an extra £8.61. 

Parents have questioned 
whether retailers are slapping 
a premium on children’s 
clothing because families 
must buy new clothes as their 
children grow, but experts 
insist their hands have been 
forced. Fiona McDonald, a 
retail analyst at the market 
research firm Mintel, said 
retailers, such as Primark and 
Marks & Spencer, have been 
trying to keep down prices, 
particularly of uniforms. 

She added: “However, the 
economic environment and 
the cost of raw materials have 
continued to put pressure on 
the fashion industry, and 
childrenswear retailers can 
no longer hold off passing on 
the increasing costs to 
consumers. Children’s 
clothing prices are also lower 
than women’s or men’s to 
begin with, so any increase is 
felt by consumers more.” 

The price rises are pushing 
more parents to buy second- 
hand clothes for their 
children. Kayleigh Shore, 36, 
who runs Be Diddy, a 
children’s vintage clothing 
shop and online retailer in 
Manchester, handpicks, 
repairs and dry-cleans items 
such as hand-knitted 1980s 
jumpers. She said: “The cost 
of living crisis means every 
penny counts and people are 
looking for value.” 

@Louise_ Eccles 
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WHY CHOOSE 
KREATIV DENTAL, 
BUDAPEST? 


Kreativ Dental has offered unrivalled world 
class dental treatment in Budapest since the 
establishment of its first clinic in 1996. 


Hungary is known as the “Capital of 
Dental Tourism” not just because we offer 
affordable dental services compared to 
Western European dental clinics but also 
because the standard of dental care provided 
by us meets or exceeds the standards 
found anywhere else in the world. 


y Our focus is always on quality 
and customer satisfaction 


y We invest constantly in the latest technologies 


y Our prices are typically 50% to 70% 
less expensive than UK prices 


y We offer the most extensive guarantee 
available from any dental clinic in Europe 

vy Highly advanced dental surgery 
and on-site laboratory 

vy 80,000 plus satisfied patients 

y Our Free Consultation Package offers 
amazing value to our patients 


‘See website 
for details 
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Squatters 
took over my _ 
villa — and 
police said 
Ihad to pay 
their bills 


Gangs are occupying Britons’ second homes 
in Spain and the law helps them to doit. 

The only way to get rid of the invaders is to 
shell out thousands to send in the ‘heavies’ 
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Katie Tarrant Barcelona nected to the drugs trade; elsewhere in lawyer, deals with dozens of British and ‘LEG AL EXPLOITATION’ Sophie Robinson, okupas. “The first okupas were people in 

Spain, they are known as the “extortion European clients whose second homes right, found need, but they only occupied repos- 
Sophie Robinson arrived at her Ibiza villa mafia”. They are exploiting the Spanish areoccupiedontheislandevery yearand La ley de vivienda (the Housing Bill), squatters in her sessed properties,” said Santi Ventalló, 
with her two daughters for their Easter constitution which affords every citizen represented Robinson. agreed by the Spanish parliament last villa in San co-director of the Catalonian law firm 
break at midnight — and found another “the right to adequate housing”. After 48 The original man and his partner who month, gives even stronger rights to Antonio in Ibiza. Colomer Ventall6, which specialises in 
family had moved in. hours, squatters gain the right to live had occupied her villa are part ofa family squatters. Homeownersare property litigation. “It was a political and 


The 48-year-old British yoga teacher 
was confronted by a man and woman, 
with their children, who had changed the 
locks and were refusing to leave. When 
the police arrived, officers told her that 
she would have to continue paying the 
water and electricity bills for the squat- 
ters until she secured an eviction notice. 

Armed Guardia Civil came to evict the 
squatters last week and found a different, 
single man living in the villa in San 
Antonio. There were no signs of children 
but the police did find locks fitted on 
each bedroom door and drugs scat- 


there and can only be evicted by judicial 
order. Robinson was lucky. Getting rid of 
them can take years. 


RANSOM DEMANDS 


The encroachment of los okupas (squat- 
ters) increased during the pandemic as 
the government legislated to prevent 
snap evictions, strengthening the rights 
of those unable to afford rent. 

In Ibiza last week, The Sunday Times 
found that lawyers, property experts 


who are allegedly a front for a network 
run by criminal gangs. “It is always the 
same child who comes to the door crying, 
but we do not know who he is. He is an 
enigma,” Sancho Jaraiz said. “It goes like 
this: the family first enters the property, 
they take possessions to sell and then the 
criminals move in and live there, some- 
times for as long as two years.” 

If police catch the squatters removing 
belongings, they can arrest them; but 
occupants who have been in the property 
for more than 48 hours can only be 
removed with an eviction notice ordered 


“They’re already protected in Spain 
more than they are anywhere else on the 
planet, but this law means that it will take 
two years of social services before you 
can even get an eviction going,” said Mark 


Stiicklin, the Barcelona-based founder of 


the website Spanish Property Insight. 

A creaking judicial system means that 
victims such as Robinson wait an average 
of 18 months for eviction notices to 
reclaim the properties they own, com- 
pared with 48 hours in France and 24 
hours in Germany. 

“Podemos [one of the socialist parties 


calling in eviction 
firms such as 
Fuera Okupas, run 
by Jorge Fe, below 


Ifthey’re 
infor 48 


social movement.” 

“The government will tell you the bill 
is for the vulnerable,” said Stiicklin, “but 
often it’s exploited by organised crime. It 
is state-sanctioned exploitation.” 


BOLD APPROACH 


For the squatter removal firms, however, 
the movement is not a matter of politics, 
but business. “Desocupas work in a more 
pressured way than the police by going in 
and negotiating with the squatters,” 


tered over the floor. and businesses which forcibly by a judge — even if, like Robinson, the making up the Spanish coalition govern- hours you Ventalló said. “There’s the way of the 
Along with dozens of other Brits \ remove squatters believe that the owner shows property deeds to police. ment] has rolled over and given the hard judiciary — and there’s the desocupas.” 
with second homes in Spain, Rob- § majority of occupations are linked “This is an embarrassment for Spain,” left everything they want,” Stiicklin said. need an One of the most popular firms in Spain 
inson had fallen victim to an occu- to criminal gangs. They are sell- Sancho Jaraiz said. “We have a floating “It’s a legislative catastrophe which will ° ae is Fuera Okupas, which translates as “Get 
pation movement that new legisla- P A ing the owners’ possessions and population of one million in Ibiza and have untold consequences.” eviction out occupiers” and was formerly a debt 
tion is expected to exacerbate. In $ at demanding ransoms of more tourists can move the economy. Yet this is Inthe wake of the 2008 financial crisis, . collectors’ business. Jorge Fe, the boss, 
Ibiza, the gangs occupying empty Ų ` than €3,000 to leave. the price they pay for choosing here swathes of properties seized by banks notice saw a gap in the market in 2018 when 


properties are thought to be con- 


S : 
€% Francisco Sancho Jaraiz, a 


because the law does not respect them.” 


stood empty and became ripe for los 


home occupations were on the rise and 


pP 


bp’s wider transformation is underway. Whilst today we're mostly in oil & gas, we've increased global investment 


into our lower carbon & other transi 


on businesses from around 3% in 2019 to around 30% last year. 
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switched his business model accordingly. 

Fe, 51, who has trained in a Russian 
form of jiu jitsu and boxing since he was 
16, operates the business from a cramped 
office in Barcelona city centre. Fuera Oku- 
pas has a gorilla as part of its logo under 
the Latin motto Fortes fortuna adiuvat — 
fortune favours the bold. 

The company claims a 97 per cent 
success rate in the 4,000 cases it has 
handled. In only 2 per cent of cases does it 
encounter people who are in genuine 
need, he says. 

“Occupations used to be socially 
acceptable because it was a reaction to a 
shortage in housing, but since gangs 
learnt they could take advantage we have 
seen a boom,” Fe said. 

“We don’t blame the police because 
they do all they can — but they do not have 
the backing of the law. We operate just 
within the law. It does not allow us to use 
force, although sometimes we would like 
to make use of it.” 

Negotiation with the squatters varies 
depending on each case, but Fuera Oku- 
pas starts by visiting them and trying to 
mediate in the dispute, often accompa- 


nied by the in-house lawyer. The next step 
is to wait for the squatters to leave the 
property — and make their return impos- 
sible by blocking all entrance points. 
Fuera Okupas usually charges €2,500 per 
job. 

The company’s tactics helped Michael 
Reagan, 74, from London, when his villa 
in Sitges, southwest of Barcelona, was 
occupied in 2021. His neighbour first 
alerted him to squatters in his three-bed- 
room flat in the coastal town during the 
pandemic by sending him a photo of them 
on his terrace, watching television and 
playing backgammon. 

Reagan says he paid the “heavies” 
€3,500, with half upfront. The firm went 
to talk to the squatters, who turned out to 
be a group of young Moroccans. Police 
called by the squatters told the company 
to “ease off a bit”, Reagan said. 

The firm claimed the squatters wanted 
€5,000 to leave but that they had negoti- 
ated down to €2,000. Reagan didn’t ques- 
tion this because “I just wanted them 
out”. Four days later they were gone. 

“Pd only dealt with these people on the 
phone — they were very polite gentlemen 
and I thought they were all lawyers wear- 
ing suits,” Reagan said. “When I saw all 
these photographs I thought they looked 
like Hell’s Angels. But you’re caught in 
between a rock and a hard place because 
the law is very ineffectual.” 

Almost three years since filing for an 
eviction notice, he still has not had a 
response from the police or a judge 
regarding his complaint. Without Fuera 
Okupas, he could still have squatters on 
the property, he said. 


SMALL RISK, HIGH COST 


About 800,000 Brits own a property in 
Spain and prices there are expected to 
rise 8 per cent in 2023 overall, according 
to market analysts. In the popular holi- 
day destination of the Costa del Sol, the 
increase could be as much as 11 per cent. 

“It’s one of those problems where the 
risk is very very small but the cost is very 
very high,” Stiicklin said. 

Reagan tells friends who are looking to 
buy in Spain not to be discouraged by his 
experience, though the effects still linger. 
He paid €10,000 to replace the door and 
locks broken by the gang and pays €70 a 
month in wi-fi bills for an alarm system 
that will alert him, not the police, if a 
break-in occurs. 

In Ibiza, Robinson is hoping to sell her 
three-bedroom property on one of the 
quieter streets of Spain’s party capital. 
“We were lucky to have this solved so 
quickly, but there’s such a massive gap 
between rich and poor here and with 
high flyers and drugs circulating, it’s not 
the same place it was 20 years ago,” she 
said. “It’s a very dark side of the island.” 
@KatieTarrant_ 


Feeling stressed? Why not forage for 
garlic and seaweed — then cookit up 


Hannah Al-Othman 


Ina woodland clearing, a 
pot of vegetables bubbles 
away over a campfire, the 
smoke spiralling up through 
the trees. 

Armed with gardening 
gloves and plastic bowls, a 
group of people are picking 
some of the nettles and wild 
garlic that grow in 
abundance, and adding them 
to the silver pan - the star 
ingredients of an outdoor 
lunch. 

The group of people 
foraging for food are 
participants in an outdoor 
cooking course near 
Thornton-Cleveleys, in 
Lancashire, funded by the 
NHS and supported by the 
local council, with the aim of 
helping people to deal with 
the stresses of modern life. 

Those who take part can 
sign up themselves, but some 
have been referred by GPs, 
community mental-health 
teams or other professionals. 
The free sessions teach 
people how to cook simple 
meals, grow their own food, 
forage and look after their 
wellbeing. 

Participants have learnt to 
cook a range of meals — from 
wild garlic pesto pasta, to 
double-bean chilli with 
foraged jelly ear mushrooms, 
to miso soup with seaweed 
gathered from the beach, 
and butternut squash and 
nettle curry. 

They are taught to identify 
edible plants, and how to 
forage in a safe and 
sustainable way, only taking 
what they need, and never 
taking whole plants. 

They have learnt how to 
safely light fires, and how to 
grow their own fruits and 
vegetables from seed, and are 
nurturing tomato seedlings at 
home that they planted 
together. 

They have made new 
connections, and found 
somewhere they can talk 
freely about any pressures or 


anxieties. The project was 
supposed to run for five 
weeks, facilitated by a £5,000 
NHS cost of living grant, but 
the classes have been so 
popular that they are 
continuing into the summer 
with new participants. It is 
thought to be the only such 
course in the UK. 

The NHS funding covered 
the initial set-up costs: the 
pots and pans, a large 
parachute with a chimney to 
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release the smoke, which 
allows the cooking courses to 
continue in poor weather, 
and the construction of a den 
in the woods, with log stools 
around a campfire. After 
these outlays, the course is 
cheap to run. 

Chloe Desmond, one of the 
staff members from The Bay, 
which is providing the 
project, said that the course 
was full within two days of 
posting information about it 
on social media. 

Julie Hewitt, 52, a 
children’s social worker who 
is taking part in the course, 
said: “It puts you in a good 
mood, and it means that 
you're just sitting in this 
environment without 
thinking about other stuff. 
I’ve had some traumatic 
experiences recently, out of 
my control, such as 
witnessing a fatal road traffic 
accident last week. There can 
be all sorts of stuff go on in 
life — things that you don’t 


JAMES SPEAKMAN FOR THE SUNDAY TIMES, 


expect either — and 
sometimes you just need that 
headspace.” 

Even in cold weather, 
Hewitt said, the group still 
loved their sessions, huddled 
under the parachute in their 
bobble hats — the green of the 
outdoors and the soundtrack 
of birdsong was still a balm 
for the soul, whatever the 
weather. 

“Tve never planted 
anything from seed before,” 
she said. “Now I’ve got loads 
on the windowsill, all kinds of 
sprouting, bak choi and 
cucumbers, tomatoes, lettuce 
leaves and all that. It’s all 
starting to come through.” 

Yusuf Kurt, 61, a retired 
heating engineer who had to 
give up work due to ill health, 
moved to the area during 
lockdown to be closer to his 
daughter and son-in-law, and 
the course has helped him to 
make new friends. 

“You meet new people. 
You're outdoors, foraging,” 


Those on the 
course have 
learnt to make 
meals that use 
stinging nettles 
and wild garlic 


he said. “Since we started 
doing it, when I go out for 
walks with my wife the other 
day, I filled a bag of wild 
garlic, young leaves, and 
we've been using them in 
salad, instead of spinach, 
we've been using them in 
curries, it’s absolutely 
brilliant.” 

Ina therapy session last 
week, Ras Thomasen, 64, and 
his therapist agreed that he 
could be discharged, because 
his mental health has 
improved considerably since 
doing the course. 

“It’s a real good help to 
overcome a fear of going out, 
or a fear of meeting or talking 
to people,” he said. “I think 
it’s a lot of things. To be out in 
nature ... [and] while we do 
something like bird watching 
or taking photographs at the 
beach, they bring in 
conversations about mental 
health, so it’s helpful to talk 
and open up.” 
@HannahAlothman 
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COMMENT 


Rod Liddle 


The north gets the railways the south thinks 


we deserve — TransPennine Depressed 


re you enjoying your new 
Elizabeth line, you smug, 
pampered, southern bastards? 
We up here very much hope 
you are. That’s exactly what we 
think to ourselves when we’re 
standing on the platform at 
Darlo listening to some bloke 
telling us over the Tannoy that the Trans- 
Pennine Express service to Manchester 
Victoria has been cancelled because 
nobody half-way sentient could be found 
to drive it. 

Or when the Middlesbrough and 
Saltburn service heaves its sorry way 
into the station, clanking and growling 
and dripping diesel oil out of its 
antiquated backside. We think to 
ourselves: well, at least southerners can 
enjoy 40 brand new trains an hour from 
Slough to Dagenham, or something — so 
somebody is benefiting from our high 
taxes. And how glad we are it’s them. 
Because we’ve always had a soft spot for 
southerners, you know. 

It is inconceivable that the service 
that links Darlington and Saltburn, via 
almost all of the Tees Valley (population 
1.2 million), would be allowed to exist in 
such a form if those places were in the 
southeast. It would be electrified, for a 
start, thus improving the journey time 
by about 30 per cent. I don’t think the 
TransPennine service would have 
lasted down south either, although 
some of you might have been quite 
excited by the “trans” bit of its name, 
wondering if it was the UK’s first gender- 
fluid rail service. 

TransPennine was run by First Group, 
which has form for dodgy services. It has 
now been renationalised because even 
this government recognises that a 
service in which one in six trains get 
cancelled (as happened in March this 
year) is pretty much useless. Heading to 
Manchester airport from the eastern 
side of the country? Make sure your 
flights are refundable — or, better still, 
take the car, because you could never 
trust TransPennine to turn up. 

Perhaps now the service will improve 


— but it will still be slow, torturously 
slow, because there has been no 
investment in the infrastructure. Sorry 
to labour the point, but that has all gone 
down south, or on constructing a 
brilliant new high-speed service that will 
allow Londoners to get to Birmingham 
and Manchester even more quickly than 
they can already. But getting from 
Liverpool to Leeds, or Newcastle to 
Manchester? Take the car. The train will 
dredge hours and hours from your life 
and require a substantial proportion of 
your savings. If it turns up. 

Is it important that we have 
investment which might improve the 
transport links between various grim, 
red-brick northern dumps filled with 
Greggs and Poundlands, rather than 
providing decent, God-fearing, middle- 
class people in Berkshire with an extra 
50 trains a day to deposit them in 
whatever part of London they choose? 
Only, I suppose, in that it should be the 
essence of that chimeric thing, 
“levelling-up” — that the 30 million or so 
of us who live north of Warks and Cambs 
should have a transport infrastructure 
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with a similar level of investment and 
services to those 30 million or so who 
live south of those counties. 

That will only happen, I suspect, ifthe 
entire rail service is nationalised, not just 
the limping, errant, sorry oxymoron of 
the TransPennine Express. Yes, I am well 
aware that British Rail was not always 
the apogee of excellence — but I also 
know that we spend more today in real 
terms on subsidising our rail network 
than we did when the thing was in public 
hands. Meanwhile, the divisions 
between north and south grow ever 
more stark. The first step in, uh, 
turbocharging a city’s economy is to 
make sure people can actually get to the 
place, quickish. And then get the hell out 
of it when they’ve done their business. 

Granted, I’m a communitarian and a 
rail romantic. I think a healthy, rapid and 
effective public transport service 
benefits a nation state in far more 
profound ways than simply allowing 
people to get to places quickly. I believe 
in the utilitarian side of rail transport — 
the necessity of shipping millions of 
people hither and thither quickly and 
cheaply — but also in the pleasure of 
rail transport, a notion that is swiftly 
being lost. 

That is why I can’t abide demands to 
abolish first class: you are removing at a 
stroke one of the assets of rail travel, the 
ability to transport people in a degree of 
pleasant, insular luxury. And, frankly, 
the kinds of people one finds travelling 
in second class these days ... well, I’m 
sure they are absolutely lovely, but one 
shouldn’t be forced to meet them. 

There you are, then: chippy inverted 
snobbery and real, proper snobbery. I 
can do both, when the mood takes. Such 
as when the Tannoy has sounded again 
telling me not to travel anywhere at all 
next week because the eight drivers 
covering the north of England are all sick 
or on strike and contractors are hacking 
bits out of the track near York so there 
will be a replacement bus service via 
Leeds. “Please allow extra time for your 
journey and take a sleeping bag.” 


Archbishop fined for speeding 


a ai 


PHOTOBUBBLE: NICK NEWMAN 


@ Florida's governor, Ron DeSantis, 
has been taking his blue pencil toa 
bunch of books used for teaching kids 
in the state’s schools. Looking at the 
hilarious misinformation they contain, 
I'm tempted to think he has a point. 
Take this statement about “socialist 
economies”: apparently they “keep 
things nice and even and without 
unnecessary waste” and “may 


promote greater equality among 
people while still providing a fully 
functioning government-supervised 
economy”. What utopian state do the 
authors have in mind? North Korea? 
The old Soviet Union? Vietnam? 

When Ron is done with his blue 
pencil, perhaps he could send it over 
here. I suspect some of our school 
books could do with it too. 


We've reached 
the age of insanity 


| wonder if there is a way we might 
reach out and help the deeply confused 
Scottish authorities. 

Only a month or so ago the Scottish 
courts decided that a 17-year-old boy 
who had raped a girl could not be held 
properly responsible because, at that 
age, his brain was not fully mature. Now 
Scotland's Care Inspectorate has 
decided that 12-year-old children are 
mature enough to choose to take life- 
changing puberty-blockers with a view 
to switching genders. 

Perhaps the people who run the 
place north of Berwick are all taking too 
much methadone in their porridge. 


Take me to your 
leader, you $*%! 


Scientists believe that a mysterious fast 
radio burst (FRB) emanating from light 
years distant in the cosmos may be an 
alien species trying to make contact 
with us. The repeated FRB 20190520B 
was detected some time ago and has 
become the focus of research. The 
message, if it is one, is necessarily brief. 

My suspicion is that the aliens area 
little uncouth, and are screaming a 
heartfelt “F*** off!” across the universe. 
Either that, or the signal is a concise 
code that, when we crack it, will turn out 
to mean: “Can we have Ed Davey back 
now, please? 


@ Prison guards have been told not to 
refer to former prisoners as “ex-cons”. 
Instead they are “persons with lived 
experience”. But aren't we all “persons 
with lived experience”? And how can 
you have an “unlived experience”? 

You can always judge the value of an 
ideology by the vacuous and deluding 
nature of its grammar. 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


RICH LIST 


35 years 


To read the list online from Friday, subscribe today 


at thetimes.co.uk/subscribe or scan the OR code 


INVESTIGATION 


hristy Kinahan was once 
known as an “ordinary 
decent criminal” on the 
streets of Dublin — and was 
virtually unheard of outside 
them. He burgled houses, 
stole cars and forged 
cheques in the 1970s before 
being jailed for drug posses- 
sion in 1987. 

Prison changed him. He immersed 
himself in education and when he was 
released five years later set about build- 
ing a criminal organisation that would 
become one of the most feared in the 
world. The cartel, which he runs with his 
sons Daniel, 45, and Christopher Jr, 42, 
sits at the apex of transnational crime. It 
has forged alliances with Colombian and 
Mexican drug cartels, the Italian ’Ndrang- 
heta and the Vory, Russia’s organised 
crime fraternity. 

Now the family is under investigation 
for supporting Iran and its Shia proxy 
Hezbollah, a relationship that has 
become the overriding problem for the 
US Treasury and Drug Enforcement 
Administration and their allies in Euro- 
pean law enforcement. 

Earlier this year, British counter-ter- 
rorism officers revealed that police and 
the security services had foiled 15 plots by 
Iran to either kidnap or kill “enemies of 
the regime”. It came after Iran Interna- 
tional TV closed its London studios on 
the advice of the Metropolitan Police, 
who said they could not keep the staff 
and public safe. 

John O’Driscoll, a retired assistant 
Irish garda commissioner who lobbied 
Washington to pursue the Kinahans, said 
the US regarded the cartel as posing a 
direct threat to American interests and 
also the global order. “The American 
authorities have taken the view that while 
the cartel may not be involved in supply- 
ing drugs into the United States, the Kina- 
hans’ reckless involvement in financing 
Hezbollah and international terrorism is 
another matter,” he said. 


TIES TO DUTCH ASSASSIN 


The first evidence of the cartel’s connec- 
tions to Iran and its allies emerged in 2016 
when Naoufal Fassih, a Dutch criminal of 
Moroccan origin, was found living in a 
Dublin apartment under the assumed 
name of Omar Ghazouani. 

Fassih, 42, had the appearance of a 
streetwise but uber-wealthy drug dealer. 
He lived in splendour in the city centre, 
wore trainers worth €800 and his special 
edition watch cost €40,000. Detectives 
investigating gangland murders linked to 
a feud between the Kinahans and their 
rivals in Ireland’s Hutch crime organisa- 
tion had gone to the apartment after it 
was identified as a safe house used by 
gunmen loyal to the Kinahans. 

To the surprise of the Irish security ser- 
vices, Interpol told the garda that Fassih 
was a wanted man. The Dutch were seek- 
ing him in connection with the 2015 mur- 
der of Mohammad Reza Kolahi Samadi, a 
56-year-old Iranian sentenced to death 
by Tehran. Samadi was accused of plant- 
ing a bomb atthe Islamic Republic party’s 
headquarters in Tehran in 1981, killing 73 
people, and was living with his wife and 
family under an assumed name in 
Almere, a city in the Netherlands, when 
he was shot outside his home. 

AIVD, the Dutch security service, con- 
cluded that Samadi’s murder was one of 
two political assassinations that Iran had 
carried out on Dutch soil. The killings, 
and similar investigations that revealed 
Tehran’s involvement in a planned bomb 
attack in Paris and a thwarted assassina- 
tion in Denmark, triggered the imposi- 
tion of EU sanctions in 2019. 

Security services in Europe began 
researching Iran’s use of criminal gangs 
to target dissidents. 

Ulysse Ellian, a Dutch politician of Ira- 
nian descent, believes Fassih was “used” 
by more powerful forces. 

“Fassih was found guilty of ordering 
the murder but his trial heard he didn’t 


even know the identity of the victim. Iran 
had asked the Kinahans to have this guy in 
the Netherlands killed and they instructed 
Fassih to do it. Fassih then hired the shoot- 
ers,” he said. 

“But the murder was a political act. It 
terrified Iranian dissidents across Europe. 
The regime showed it would liaise with 
criminals to kill its enemies. If you help 
Iran to murder its enemies in Europe you 
are much more than a criminal gang, you 
are a threat to European security.” 

The full extent of the Kinahans’ rela- 
tionship with Tehran and Hezbollah soon 
became apparent. Investigations into the 
cartel’s vast wealth discovered it had used 
Hezbollah’s hawala underground banking 
system — a way of transferring money 
between countries without moving cash. 

It involves handing cash to a person in 
one country and then a colleague or haw- 
aladar dispensing the same sum else- 
where. The system has existed for hun- 
dreds of years in the Middle East but 
Hezbollah and the cartel modernised it by 
introducing encrypted codes for extra 
security. European and US intelligence 
believe the cartel has used the payment 
system to make payments to South Ameri- 
can drug cartels among others. 

Hezbollah is believed to have generated 
hundreds of millions of dollars through its 
arrangement with the Kinahans by charg- 
ing a commission for each transaction, 
which it has in turn used to finance terror- 
ism in Lebanon and Syria. 


PLANES-FOR-IRAN MISSION 


This is only one strand of the mutually 
beneficial relationship. Christy Kinahan 
has been implicated in attempts to buy 
second-hand aircraft and spare parts in 
Africa and central America for Iran’s 
armed forces using an assortment of false 
identities and offshore companies. 

He was linked to attempts to buy a 
small fleet of aircraft from the Egyptian 
military in 2019 on behalf of a charity 
based in Singapore on the pretext that it 
would offer air ambulance services in 
central Africa. Kinahan had used an 
abbreviation of his name to attend avia- 
tion conferences and attempt to assume 
control of Nyasa Air Charters, a tiny air- 
line in Malawi, and Crescents and 
Crosses, a Singapore charity purporting 
to offer logistical services to aid agencies 
in Africa. The conspiracy was thwarted 
when the authorities in Zimbabwe, 
where Kinahan had tried to register an 
aviation firm and obtain residency, 
became suspicious and sought informa- 
tion from the US. 

The deal, if it had proceeded, would 
have resulted in Sea Dream Middle East 
General Trading LLC, one of the Dubai- 
based companies controlled by Kinahan 
and his cartel, buying nine de Havilland 
Canada DHC-5 Buffalo aircraft from the 
Egyptian air force. The security services 
believe Kinahan was attempting to 
source the aircraft for Iranian agents, or 
possibly sublease them to Iranian air- 
lines. He used the name Christopher Vin- 
cent to create a new identity on LinkedIn 
to organise the deals. “Kinahan now 
operates as a contractor for Iran. He is no 
longer an ordinary criminal,” said an 
intelligence source. 


US TAKES ACTION 


Ireland’s police force was the first to 
uncover the cartel’s connections to Hezb- 
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They’re led 
by a former 
taxi driver 
from Dublin 


ollah and Iran, possibly through its own 
intelligence collecting. It freely admits to 
using this to encourage Washington to 
impose the sweeping sanctions it 
announced last year, prohibiting finan- 
cial institutions and businesses conduct- 
ing financial transactions with the Kina- 
hans, their associates and companies 
they control. 

Until 2020, the US had not given seri- 
ous consideration to pursuing a criminal 
gang led by a former taxi driver from 
Dublin. After the US and British security 
services received the intelligence, Wash- 
ington moved with speed. The US may 
extradite members of the gang to face 
murder, drug trafficking charges and ter- 


rorist financing charges, if they can be 
found. 


IRAN'S CRIMINAL PROXIES 


Iran’s intelligence services — the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and 
its overseas operations Qods force — have 
for decades used criminals and Hezb- 
ollah to circumvent sanctions and orga- 
nise political violence on its behalf, 
according to Ivan Sascha Sheehan, an 
Iran policy expert at the College of Public 
Affairs at the University of Baltimore. 

“Hezbollah was created and is trained, 
financed, and armed by the IRGC. In 
many countries where the Iranian regime 
cannot carry out operations directly, 
Lebanese Hezbollah is responsible for 
surveillance and spearheads opera- 
tions,” said Sheehan. 

In return, criminal groups receive 
reciprocal benefits from Iran’s security 
services in support of their own agendas, 
said Lincoln Bloomfield, a retired US dip- 
lomat and former national security 
adviser. Money, protection and access to 
drug shipments from producer countries 
are among the benefits. 

“This is a ruthless regime that 
observes no constraints in seeking to 
hold on to power. This regime has staged 
assassinations and attempted assassina- 
tions in many countries including 
France, Switzerland, Germany, Turkey, 
Italy and Japan among others,” added 
Bloomfield. 

But the Kinahan cartel’s silent transi- 
tion into a narco-terrorist group may ulti- 
mately be its downfall because it has 
pushed Washington into pursuing an 
aggressive policy against them. 

The US has used its diplomatic leverage 
to force the United Arab Emirates, where 
the Kinahan family once lived, to freeze 
their assets. Many of the cartel’s associates 
have been arrested and extradited to face 
charges. 


Mushrooms may be magic for depression 


But Kinahan and his cartel is a criminal 
organisation like no other and has shown 
itself to be highly durable. His where- 
abouts and those of his sons and their 
associates are unknown. 

They fled their luxurious homes in 
Dubai when the US sanctions were 
announced and vanished without trace. 
Christy Kinahan may have reached Asia 
but Daniel and Christopher Jr are 
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The Kinahan cartel, the 


world’s most-wanted 
drugs gang, is now being 
linked by US agents 

to a web of terror — 
including Iranian killers 


believed to be moving between the UAE, 
Qatar and possibly Jordan. 

Daniel Kinahan has been frozen out by 
boxers he used to promote, including 
Tyson Fury, with whom he has been pic- 
tured. 

Many, including O’Driscoll, believe the 
cartel will use the alliances it has forged 
with Iran and Hezbollah to ensure their 
escape and survival. “I think the world 


and Hezbollah fanatics, 
reveals John Mooney 


has now woken up to how dangerous 
groups like this can become,” he said. 

From its beginnings on the streets of 
Dublin, it has learned to evade law 
enforcement, annihilate its rivals and 
expand its influence around the globe. 
These skills have shaped its way of think- 
ing about crime, its capacity for projec- 
ting power and its ability to survive. 
@johnmooneyIRL 


Ben Spencer Science Editor 


Psychiatrists have called for 
relaxation of laws controlling 
the active substance in magic 
mushrooms, to make it easier 
to research as a treatment for 
depression. 

The Royal College of 
Psychiatrists joined MPs, 
charities and campaign 
groups in signing a letter to 
the Home Office urging the 
reclassification of the 
psychedelic compound 


psilocybin. There is a 
Commons debate on the 
issue, due on Thursday. 

Psilocybin, which studies 
suggest could be effective at 
treating post-traumatic stress 
disorder, depression, 
anorexia and anxiety, is a 
schedule 1 controlled 
substance under the Misuse 
of Drugs Regulations. Heroin 
and cocaine are subject to 
less restrictive rules, falling 
under schedule 2 as they have 
medical uses. 


Campaigners say this 
hampers research, with 
scientists forced to apply to 
the Home Office for each 
research licence. Once they 
get permission to test the 
drugs, they have to keep 
supplies under lock and key, 
with CCTV cameras trained 
on secure fridges. Dr Adrian 
James, president of the 
college, said: “There are 
indications from studies that 
psilocybin has the potential 
to provide positive outcomes 


for people with some of the 
most resistant depression. 
Therefore, we are calling on 
government to ensure that 
the drug is scheduled in a way 
that gives researchers the 
access they need to expand 
and increase the pace of their 
work.” 

The Home Office said it 
sympathised with patients 
suffering from distressing 
conditions and could 
understand the desire to seek 
the best possible treatment. 
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turning battle for Bakhmut 


Ukraine's counteroffensive could decide the war. At its helm is a tactical mastermind ‘who will go down in history’ 


Jack Clover 


Over months of grim, attritional warfare 
that left tens of thousands of young men 
from both sides lying dead in the black 
soil, the state of Ukraine’s defence was 
often condensed down to two words: 
“Bakhmut holds.” 

Last Wednesday the message suddenly 
changed. 

The men of the 3rd Assault Brigade 
stood proud in a row, faces obscured by 
patchy underground strip-lighting. “In 
separate areas the enemy could not with- 
stand the pressure of Ukrainian defend- 
ers and withdrew to a distance of up to 2 
kilometres,” wrote Colonel General Olek- 
sandr Syrsky, commander of Ukraine’s 
ground forces, in a post accompanying 
the photo on Telegram. 

Pictures soon emerged of Ukrainian 
forces around Bakhmut surging through 
woodland shredded by gunfire to over- 
whelm Russian positions. 

After months of rationing precious 
shells, they unleashed a barrage of artil- 
lery and rushed on Russian positions to 
the west and southwest of the town. 
There were also reports of advances in 
and around several villages northwest of 


Syrsky 
drives 
a2017 
Renault 


Bakhmut. In the fog of war the detail is 
unclear but some of the gains have been 
backed up by geolocated footage. 

In Russia, fears grew of a possible 
encirclement of the Wagner Group mer- 
cenaries remaining in Bakhmut. Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, Wagner’s founder, raged: 
“Stories of tactical withdrawals are noth- 
ing more than fleeing, skedaddling, total 
cowardice — something that will heap 
shame on the history of our country for 
many years.” 

In the West, analysts pondered on 
whether this was the beginning of a great 
offensive. Last night a leading Russian 
newspaper reported that two Russian 
fighter jets and two military helicopters 
had been shot down in Russia. 

Earlier Syrsky, 57, addressed his men 
again: “Our warriors are moving forward 
in several areas of the front, the enemy is 
losing machinery and men. Glory to 
Ukraine and our heroes!” 

Valeriy Zaluzhny, who is eight years 
younger than Syrsky and once ranked 
below him, is the commander in chief of 
Ukraine’s armed forces. But he is based in 
Kyiv alongside the political leadership, 
where he bears responsibility for overall 
strategy comprising all parts of the mili- 
tary on the ground, in the air and at sea. 
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At the front, on an operational level, 
Syrsky, the equivalent of the head of the 
army, carries the can. The general is fast 
becoming one of this century’s most 
compelling military figures. The three 
most significant Ukrainian operations in 
the war have been the defence of Kyiv, the 
lighting offensive in the Kharkiv region 
last summer and the grinding battle to 
thwart Russia’s efforts to take Bakhmut: 
Syrsky was at the helm of all three. 

Operational responsibility for the 
offensive, which is expected to be immi- 
nent, will lie at his feet too. 

Syrsky is an ascetic, bookish figure: a 
stark contrast to his medallioned Russian 
counterparts. He is described by col- 
leagues as obsessed with planning — and 
the gym. Before the war he lived in a flat 
in Kyiv with his wife Tamara and his son 
Oleksandr. He earns roughly £14,000 a 
year and drives a 2017 Renault Mégane, 
according to his declaration of interests 
from 2018. The couple also own a dacha 
outside Kyiv and half an acre of land. 

Born ina village in the Vladimir region 
of Russia when it was still part of the 
USSR, Syrsky is well-versed in the Soviet, 
and now Russian, methods of warfare. 

He studied at the Moscow Higher Mili- 
tary Command School, a Soviet equiva- 
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lent of Sandhurst, but has been based in 
Ukraine since the 1980s. 

He worked his way up the ranks of the 
nascent Ukrainian armed forces before 
earning the rank of major general as the 
commander of the 72nd Mechanised Bri- 
gade. In November 2013, as protests 
erupted in Kyiv’s Maidan square, Syrsky 
was sent to Brussels as Ukraine’s repre- 
sentative to discuss how to bring its 
armed forces up to Nato standards. 

In February 2015, at the peak of the 
war in east Ukraine against undeclared 
Russian forces and pro-Russian separa- 
tists, Syrsky oversaw the withdrawal of 
6,000 Ukrainian troops from 
Debal’tseve, the last big clash before the 
Minsk II agreement allowed for a fragile 
ceasefire. 

Before the invasion last year, while 
President Zelensky downplayed the like- 
lihood of an attack on Kyiv, Syrsky’s gen- 
erals were preparing behind the scenes. 

One week beforehand, Syrsky, now 
head of ground forces, had moved all the 
army’s main air assets and helicopters off 
large bases to stop them from being obvi- 
ous targets for airstrikes. 

He divided Kyiv and the surrounding 
countryside into sectors, each led by gen- 
erals from military training facilities in 


Pakistan has a history of arresting PMs. 
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n 35 years of covering Pakistan there 
is barely a single prime minister that 
I haven’t seen in the dock of a court 
or being bundled into a police van. 
Locking up former leaders had been 
part of political life for decades 
before Imran Khan’s detention on 
Tuesday made global headlines. 

Benazir Bhutto was arrested under her 
rival Nawaz Sharif. She then had him jailed 
when she returned to power — after which 
he did the same back, also locking up her 
husband Asif Zardari for good measure. 
She was assassinated in 2007. Sharif was 
incarcerated again when Khan, the former 
cricket star, took office five years ago, as 
was his daughter and his brother Shehbaz 
Sharif, who is now prime minister. 

“This is unfortunately the way of Paki- 
stan,” says Husain Haqqani, a former 
adviser to both Sharif and Bhutto. “There 
is a long tradition of charging former 
prime ministers with corruption. Imran 
Khan cheered on when Benazir Bhutto 
was arrested and when Nawaz Sharif was 
arrested and now it’s his turn.” 

This time, however, was different with 
paramilitary troops storming into Islama- 


bad High Court to arrest Khan, 70. The 
message was clear: the instigators were 
the country’s powerful military. 

His arrest followed a series of ill-ad- 
vised tweets and a speech attacking the 
army and its military intelligence direct- 
orate ISI. He named a senior ISI general, 
whom he refers to as “Dirty Harry”, and 
accused him of masterminding an assas- 
sination attempt on him last November. 

When Khan’s supporters began rioting 
after the arrest, they targeted army build- 
ings. More than 3,000 Khan supporters 
were arrested during the protests, which 
left at least ten people dead and 200 
police officers injured. 

Once, Khan and the army were close. 
Even after he recast himself from an 
Oxford-educated playboy with a wealthy 
English wife in Jemima Goldsmith, to a 
pious leader married to a devout woman 
in a burqa whom he calls his “spiritual 
guru”, he struggled to convert his vast 
national popularity into political capital. 
It was the military that made his election 
as prime minister possible in 2018. 

But, over time, the army lost patience 
with his government’s ineptitude and in 


April 2022 they backed a no-confidence 
vote to oust him. Khan has not forgiven 
them and has repeatedly brought thou- 
sands of supporters onto the streets. 

“He has become the army’s Franken- 
stein monster,” said Michael Kugelman, 
director of the South Asia Institute at the 
Wilson Center in Washington. “He was 
their favoured son but then not willing to 
go quietly into the night after his ouster.” 

The Supreme Court ruled that Khan’s 
arrest last week was unlawful and on Fri- 
day he was granted bail for two weeks. 

However, the crisis has not passed. 
Khan has made clear whom he blamed. 
“Its one man, the army chief,” he told 
reporters. “There is no democracy in the 
army.” In an address broadcast on You- 
Tube last night, he urged supporters to 
protest across Pakistan today. “Freedom 
does not come easily,” he said. “You have 
to snatch it. You have to sacrifice for it.” 

He has personal history with the 
recently appointed General Asim Munir, 
the head of the army. As prime minister, 
Khan sacked him as chief of the ISI after 
Munir presented him with evidence that 
his wife and her associates were involved 
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in corrupt activities. But while Khan’s 
words sounded brave if not foolhardy, he 
is undoubtedly the most popular politi- 
cian in Pakistan. 

“There is no question that he and the 
army are on a head-on collision” said 
Raza Rumi, a leading Pakistani colum- 
nist. “They don’t want him back as PM 
and they will use all possible tricks in 
their bag to achieve it.” 

What Khan really wants, added Rumi, 
is not so much to curb their meddling, 
but to make them support him again. 

He may be in a stronger position than 
previous civilian challengers to the mili- 
tary's authority. “We are in a totally differ- 
ent world — where there are 190 million 
mobiles in the country and his party is 
way ahead of the game on social media.” 

Unlike previously, the army is divided 
— and Khan has many supporters in its 
lower ranks. Many believe that the army 
might use the unrest to declare a state of 
emergency, a so-called “soft coup”. 

On Friday night the military tried to 
recapture the initiative. “General Asim 
Munir and the senior army leadership 
under him wholeheartedly support 


democracy and will keep doing so,” said 
army spokesman Major General Ahmed 
Sharif Chaudhry on Geo TV. “There is no 
question of martial law.” 

None of this could be happening at a 
worse time. Pakistan looks set to default 
next month when its $6.5 billion IMF deal 
expires with no sign of renewal. The 
rupee is at a record low after losing a third 
of its value against the dollar. Interest 
rates are at a record 21 per cent to try to 
curb inflation of 37 per cent. 

At the same time the country is once 
again plagued by terrorism attacks by the 
Pakistan Taliban (TTP) whose members 
were released from jail in neighbouring 
Afghanistan after the Taliban took power. 

“Pakistan is always in crisis but in the 
past we’ve had one crisis or another, 
never altogether like this, nor with such 
divisions in key institutions” says Kugel- 
man. “It’s hard to see any hope on the 
horizon when, instead of focusing on the 
dire economic situation which should be 
the priority, the leaders are once again 
embroiled in vendettas and this ego- 
based fight to the bottom.” 
@christinalamb 
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If you were setting out to 
revolutionise the French 
economy, selling milk might 
seem an odd place to start. 
But do not try saying that to 
Nicolas Chabanne. 

Chabanne, 53, is the 
founder of C’est qui le patron? 
(Who’s the boss?), a co- 
operative that has 
transformed the way many 
French people buy their milk. 
This year he expects to sell 
more than 77 million litres of 
the stuff, thanks to a unique 
business model that brings 
together farmers and their 
customers. 

Its origins lie in a simple 
question posed seven years 
ago when there was a surge in 
the number of farmers killing 
themselves because of falling 
prices and rising costs: would 
consumers be prepared to 
pay a few more centimes a 
packet if they knew the extra 


research of his own and 
found that adding eight 
centimes a litre to the price 
they were paid would be 
enough to save them. Given 
the average French person 
buys 50 litres of milk per 
annum, this would cost each 
consumer a mere €4 extra per 
year. “For the first time we 
had worked out how much 
farmers needed to earna 
living,” he said. 

Determined to do his bit, 
Chabanne went to the big 
dairies to encourage them to 
raise the prices they paid 
their producers, but no one 
was interested — so he 
decided to set up his own 
brand instead. 

Rather than a conventional 
commercial venture, 
though, it is a not-for-profit 
co-operative: its 13,000 
sociétaires (members), who 
have paid a symbolic €1 each, 
decide the rules, which 
include a bar on genetically 
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those areas. Officers on the ground had 
clearance to take tactical decisions with- 
out consulting headquarters to boost the 
agility of their response. 

The 72nd Mechanised Brigade, which 
Syrsky used to command, otherwise 
known as the Black Zaporizhians, were 
the only armoured brigade assigned to 
defend the capital. 

Syrsky knew they did not have the fire- 
power to halt the full force of Russia’s 
assault bearing down on both banks of 
the Dnipro through the forests of the 
north so he created makeshift artillery 
bands, armed with kit from military acad- 
emies, and deployed them to defend key 
choke points on the entry to the capital. 

On March 11, Syrsky saw lines of Rus- 
sian equipment on the other side of the 
Irpin river just outside the suburb of 
Moshchun, the gateway to the capital. 

“This was probably the most critical 
moment, when I thought, “Well, is this 
really going to be it? Because taking Mos- 
chun means entry to Kyiv,” Syrsky 
recalled to The Washington Post. 

With characteristic adaptability, 
Ukrainian special forces units burst a 
dam in the Irpin river with an explosion. 
“The water flowed and flooded the Rus- 
sians, and we later found the place where 
the Russian marines had to throw off all 
their body armour and swim to stay 
alive,” he said. After a further attempt to 
cross with paratroopers, the Russians fell 
back. The capital was saved. 

“Waging war leads to victory. Full 
stop,” Syrsky wrote last week, paraphras- 
ing the 19th-century Prussian war-theo- 
rist Carl von Clausewitz, offering a rare 
glimpse at his tactical inspirations. 

Syrsky, like von Clausewitz, often 
stresses the importance of morale, and 
the psychological aspects of warfare. 

“Morale is one of the key differences 
between the two forces,” said Ed Arnold, 
a defence analyst at the Royal United Ser- 
vices Unit and a former army officer. 

According to British Army doctrine, 
“fighting power” is made up of three 
components, conceptual — how to fight — 
physical — the means to fight — and moral 
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—the ability to get people to fight. “Focus- 
ing on the ones where Ukraine is on the 
ascendancy and Russians are just wholly 
deficient ... explains why his approach 
has been so successful,” adds Arnold. 

Unity of command, and objective, is 
another area where Ukraine can trump 
the Russians, whose generals tussle with 
each other, Wagner Group mercenaries 
and Chechen warlords for primacy. The 
offensive in Kharkiv was an example of 
Syrsky playing to this simple strength, 
according to Arnold. “It was one of the 
most impressive military operations that 
I’ve seen. It almost had everything: good 
intelligence, good planning, they had dis- 
cipline, they invested exactly where they 
needed to and they didn’t go too far.” 

Ukraine made probing attacks along 
Russia’s lengthy front line in the Kharkiv 
region and, when they found a weak 
spot, threw in troops and armour to 
break the line. “As soon as they were 
behind the lines it’s difficult for the Rus- 
sian forces to rally to a specific geographi- 
cal point. The Russians then had a unity 
of command issue, the command and 
control was just not working and it’s 
never worked in the east since the begin- 
ning of the invasion, really,” adds Arnold. 

When Ukraine, once again led by Syr- 
sky, attacks Russia’s 600-mile defensive 
line this summer itis likely to use a similar 
approach but this time the Russians have 
had months to dig in. 

Despite this, analysts stress that defen- 
sive lines are almost useless if they are not 
covered by firepower. After months of 
attritional war in Bakhmut, Syrsky may 
have been aiming to exhaust Russia’s. 

Many Ukrainian and western observ- 
ers believe the cost of defending Bakh- 
mut has been too high. In the military 
academies of the future, a more rounded 
portrayal of Colonel General Syrsky, the 
only man to hold this obsolete rank in the 
Ukrainian armed forces, may be prof- 
fered. But for now his status in the history 
books is secure. “Commanders’ reputa- 
tions are made in war and Syrsky’s 
already done enough to be remembered 
as one of the best,” added Arnold. 


money would go towards 
ensuring a living wage for 
struggling dairy producers? 

The answer turned out to 
be a resounding “yes” — so 
much so that C’est qui le 
patron? now sells not just 
milk, but more than 20 other 
food products from chocolate 
bars to canned sardines, 
frozen pizzas and apple 
compote. 

The co-operative’s annual 
turnover has passed €100 
million (£87 million) — not 
bad given that it has no shops 
or production facilities of its 
own, no advertising budget 
and a staff of only just over 
two dozen. But Chabanne, 
who likes to think out of the 
box — or carton — is still not 
satisfied. He dreams of 
applying his co-operative 
model to other sectors of the 
French economy. “It’s all 
about turning consumers 
from passive actors to active 
ones,” he believes. “It is a 
model for the future.” 

Chabanne was explaining 
his vision of a different form 
of capitalism as we headed 
aboard a high-speed TGV 
train from Paris to Nantes, 
230 miles to the southwest, to 
meet one of the first farmers 
to sign up for the scheme. 

C’est qui le patron? was 
born after a conversation 
Chabanne had in 2016 with an 
official from the agriculture 
ministry. The entrepreneur 
had already made a name for 
himself with Gueules Cassées 
(Ugly Mugs), a venture he set 
up in 2013 to sell malformed 
fruit and vegetables the 
supermarkets would not 
normally touch. 

At the end of their 
conversation, talk turned to 
the economic crisis afflicting 
the dairy industry and the 
official wondered whether he 
had any suggestions to tackle 
it. “Lasked him how much 
more the farmers needed for 
their milk: €1, €2, a few 
centimes?” Chabanne 
recalled. “He didn’t know — 
which was a bit surprising.” 

So Chabanne did some 


modified feed anda 


requirement that cows spend 
at least four months of the 
year grazing outside. They 
also set the price at which the 
milk is sold — which is printed 
on the front of the pack. 
Currently it retails for €1.27 
per litre, compared to €1.25 


for a typical French 


commercial brand (and an 
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equivalent average price of 
€1.40 per litre in the UK). 

There are no shareholders, 
and the seven centimes that 
C’est qui le patron? takes 
from each litre are ploughed 
back into the venture and 
used to pay Chabanne and his 
staff. 

The first big retailer to sign 
up was Carrefour, to whom 
Chabanne was already 
supplying his “ugly fruit”. 
Most — if not all — the other 
stores followed. “We hoped 
to sell five million litres; by 
the end of the first month we 
were at one million and by 
the end of the first year at 33 
million,” he said. “And all that 
without any advertising or a 
marketing budget.” 

The scheme has proved to 
be a salvation for the 3,000 or 
so producers who have 
joined — among them Régis 
Mainguy, 45, who together 
with his brother and cousin, 
tends 130 cows on a farm east 
of Nantes that has been in 
their family since 1873. 

Since Mainguy started 
farming two decades ago, the 
dairy industry has been 
through a series of crises, 
which have reduced the 
number of farms in his area 
from 18 in 2000 to just six 
today. But by 2016 life had 
become especially tough: he 
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was losing 5-6 centimes on 
each litre of milk and, to make 
ends meet, was being forced 
to sell animals and live off the 
money his wife, Emmanuelle, 
47, earned as a nurse. 

Matters took a further turn 
for the worse after he gave an 
interview to French television 
in which he criticised the 
dairy to which he sold his 
milk. It responded by sending 
him a letter announcing it 
would be terminating their 
relationship. “They said I had 
denigrated their brand,” he 
said. Other dairies also 
declined to take on someone 
they considered a 
troublemaker. 

Chabanne got wind of 
Mainguy’s plight and sent him 
a message on social media. He 
then paid a visit to the farm, 
explained how C’est qui le 
patron? worked and signed 
him up. Mainguy and his wife 
have not looked back since. 

“It has completely changed 
our lives,” said Emmanuelle. 
“Ihave a husband who is 
happy to go to work and can 
sleep again. We are also now 
working with people who 
have the same ideas as us, the 
same belief in fairness.” 

Chabanne attributes the 
success of his venture in part 
to its co-operative nature: 
others who have tried to 
replicate the formula 
elsewhere in Europe have 
struggled largely because they 
tried to do so in the form ofa 
conventional start-up aimed 
at making money, he believes. 

Also important is France’s 
strong culinary tradition, 
which encourages people to 
care not just about the quality 
of food but also the welfare of 
the farmers who produce it. It 
is asentiment endorsed by 
three local sociétaires who 
joined us on the visit. “This 
initiative is really admirable,” 
said one, Léo Carvalho, 24, 
who is studying for a masters 
in business. “When we work, it 
is to feed ourselves, but the 
farmers work to feed us. It’s 
scandalous that they should 
find themselves in financial 
trouble.” 

For Miguel Rehin, 45, a 
former nurse, the appeal is the 
contact between producer 
and consumer. “Do I really 
need an intermediary to buy 
milk that is made 50 metres 
away from where I live?” he 
asked. 

So what sector does 
Chabanne intend to disrupt 
next, I wonder, as we take the 
train back to Paris. The answer 
surprises me: “Retirement 
homes,” he replies. 

In France, as elsewhere, 
staff are in short supply and 
often poorly paid, while the 
relatives of those who live in 
homes are keen to ensure 
they are being treated 
properly — all of which, he 
believes, would make it ripe 
for a co-operative model. The 
leap from milk to care 
provider seems an enormous 
one, but if anyone can do it, I 
suspect, Chabanne can. 
@Peter_Conradi 


Who's Scorsese's bestfella? De Niro and DiCaprio face off on screen 
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Eight years ago, Martin 
Scorsese directed a 16-minute 
advert called The Audition, 
for which he was paid a lot of 
money, to advertise a casino 
in Macau. 

Proof that cinema is finally 
dead? Not at all. This ad — 
which can be found on 
YouTube — is a surreal, self- 
aware blast. It has Robert De 
Niro and Leonardo DiCaprio 
playing themselves, 
reportedly paid $13 million 
(£10.4 million) each for two 
days’ work. 

For along time it was also a 
collector’s item for the 
director’s fans: the only 
chance to see his two 
favourite leading men ina 
Scorsese film together. 

The plot involves the 
actors competing for the 
same role ina Scorsese film, 
the joke being that both men 
claim him as their own. The 
competition gets testy. 
DiCaprio derides his rival as, 
“Big Bobby D”, who calls the 
younger man “a child” — then 
insults his little beard. In the 
end, Scorsese ditches them 


both and chooses Brad Pitt. 

The Audition is a silly, if 
surprisingly worthwhile, sell- 
out, which raises a question — 
which of the two stars is 
Scorsese’s greatest muse? 

Both actors emerged in 
glittering decades for film — 
De Niro in the 1970s, DiCaprio 
the 1990s. But cinema is 
different today and the adult 
movies they love to make 
have become rarer in an 
industry largely built around 
teen-pandering projects that 
feature lead characters in 
spandex backed by 
computer-generated effects. 

To the rescue, then, is 
Killers of The Flower Moon: a 
Scorsese epic that has its 
world premiere at the Cannes 
Film Festival on Saturday. 

It stars not only De Niro, 
but DiCaprio too. Adapted 
from David Grann’s non- 
fiction book of the same 
name and set in the 1920s it 
concerns the serial murders 
of members of the Native 
American Osage tribe 
following the discovery of oil 
on their land in Oklahoma. 
The resulting investigation 
played a formative role in the 
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emergence of the FBI. The 
film had a $200 million 
budget and runs for 
3 hours 26 minutes ( slightly 
shorter than the director’s 
last film, The Irishman). 
Scorsese, 80, is evidently 
delighted to have brought the 
two stars together again for 
such an extended run in his 
27th film as director. “This is 
my sixth film with Leo, my 
tenth with De Niro, and my 
first with both,” he has said. 


Scorsese knows the 
significance of these icons 
sharing a screen, as they did 
for DiCaprio’s breakthrough, 
This Boy’s Life, by the Scottish 
director Michael Caton-Jones, 
in 1993. At the time DiCaprio 
really was just a boy. “I got 
into this business because I 
worked with De Niro,” said 
DiCaprio. “I wanted to see 
everything that he had done 
and that led me to this guy 
called Martin Scorsese. Since 


Iwas 16, they’ve been my 
mentors, icons, heroes.” 
When Scorsese works with 
either man, the results are 
often electric. Most of De 
Niro’s credits with him roll off 
the tongue: Mean Streets, Taxi 
Driver, New York New York, 
Raging Bull, King of Comedy, 
Goodfellas, Cape Fear, Casino 
and The Irishman. “I know of 
nobody who can surprise me 
on screen the way he does,” 
said Scorsese once. “No actor 


Taxi Driver, 


comes to mind who can 
provide such power and 
excitement.” About DiCaprio, 
he says: “Leo has a similar 
sensibility to me. I’m 30 years 
older than him, but we see 
the world the same way.” 

And while DiCaprio’s 
collaborations — Gangs of New 
York, The Aviator, The 
Departed, Shutter Island and 
The Wolf of Wall Street — are 
less renowned than De Niro’s, 
it is superb work. The pair 


Robert De Niro in 


Leonardo DiCaprio 
in The Wolf of Wall 
Street and the two 
together in Killers 


have between them made 


four films with Scorsese 
nominated for best picture at 
the Academy Awards. Only 
The Departed won. It also 
gave Scorsese his sole best 
director Oscar. 

Conventional wisdom puts 
De Niro as the muse of choice: 
the mohawk of Taxi Driver; 
the slo-mo end of Raging Bull; 
even the prescience of the TV 
satire King of Comedy. 

That is cinema which has 


stood the test of nearly 50 
years, while DiCaprio’s films 
with Scorsese have proved 
more divisive. 

The Wolf of Wall Street is 
derided as misogynistic (its 
defenders argue instead that 
it is a portrayal of misogyny), 
while Gangs of New York is 
often thought of as one that 
Harvey Weinstein botched 
through extensive cutting. 

But DiCaprio deserves 
more reverence, not least 
because he and Scorsese are 
making big budget films for 
adults that nobody else is, as 
opposed to De Niro’s heyday. 

And DiCaprio is the one 
getting them made. He is an 
executive producer on Killers 
of the Flower Moon and the 
duo have The Wager, a naval 
epic, in the works. 

“When you're young,” 
Scorsese has said, “and have 
that first burst of energy, you 
make five or six pictures ina 
row that tell the stories of all 
the things in life that you 
want to say.” DiCaprio, 
though, is energising 
Scorsese at the other end of 
his career — and is that not 
more impressive? 
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Erdogan’s foes on alert to stop asteal 
66 


As 60 million cast votes 
in Turkey, the president's 
opponents are placing 
lawyers at every polling 
station to prevent fraud 


LOUISE 
CALLAGHAN 


InIstanbul 


Over a breakfast of cheese, olives and 
bread, thousands of Turkish opposition 
supporters gathered across Istanbul yes- 
terday on what they hoped would be the 
last day of the Erdogan era. 

They are part of an army of half a mil- 
lion volunteers that the Turkish opposi- 
tion has raised to protect perhaps the 
most important elections in the modern 
republic’s history. 

As more than 60 million Turks trek to 
polling stations in schools across the 
country this morning, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan is neck and neck with his main 
challenger, Kemal Kilicdaroglu, who has 
brought together six opposition parties 
to take on the man who has run Turkey 
for over 20 years. 

Should either win over 50 per cent of 
the vote, they will become president. If 
not, the race will go to a second round in 
two weeks. The latest polls showed Kilic- 
daroglu edging a win, with between 49 
and 51 per cent. 

By this evening, Turkey could have 
chosen a new leader. But nothing is cer- 
tain. And the opposition suspects that the 
president and his supporters could 
manipulate the vote in their favour. 

“There’s a big possibility of the vote 
being stolen,” said Aysim Kaya, 22, a 
fourth-year philosophy student with 
blonde, wavy hair, who has volunteered 
as an election observer for the opposi- 
tion. “These are very important elec- 
tions, and we need real change, so we 
need to be there.” 

As part of the unprecedented effort to 
protect the vote, at least one lawyer and 
several volunteers will be present at each 
polling station to prevent irregularities, 
opposition officials said. They have 
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Supporters of opposition 
leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu 
attend a rally in Ankara 


learnt from the Istanbul mayoral elec- 
tions in 2019, when Erdogan’s party, the 
AKP, declared victory and the opposition 
cried foul, ordering a recount of the polls, 
which they won by a sizeable margin. 
That victory, they say, showed the 
enduring power of democracy in Turkey: 
a place where you can be detained if 
someone overhears you insulting the 
president on the bus, where almost all TV 
channels are pro-government, and 
where the leader of the third-biggest 
party is in prison, but where other oppo- 
sition parties are strong, campaign 


openly on the streets and have a detailed 
oversight of the voting process. 

Erdogan has spent two decades amass- 
ing enormous power, including througha 
referendum that vastly increased the 
reach of the presidency. Campaigning 
efforts, rights groups say, are skewed in 
his favour, even without any electoral 
interference, due to his control over 
newspapers, television and the judiciary. 
But should he be shown to have lost at the 
polls, he insists that he will step down. 

“We came to power with democratic 
means. If my nation decides otherwise, 
we will do what democracy requires,” 
Erdogan told Turkish television on Friday. 

“There is no question,” said one senior 
figure within AKP circles, who did not wish 
to be named. “He won’t act like Trump or 


someone like that.” The opposition are 
more concerned that the results could be 
altered during the counting process. 

“We’re worried and we don’t feel 
trust, because of our previous experi- 
ence,” said Aysemin Gulmez, a lawyer 
and parliamentary candidate for the 
CHP, Kilicdaroglu’s party, who is working 
on election security. She added that she 
hoped and believed that the vote would 
go ahead without interference. 

AKP spokesman Omer Celik tweeted 
last week that elections would proceed 
freely and safely, adding: “Bad intentions 
and provocations will be answered at the 
ballot box.” His party did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

But the opposition is taking nothing 
for granted. Volunteers have been told to 


charge their phones and download a VPN 
in case of attempts to cut electricity or 
block the internet. 

Ozgur Erdem, CHP regional head in the 
Sultanbeyli district of Istanbul, feared the 
ruling party would try to steal the vote. 
“They manipulated the elections before 
and we stopped them,” he said, referring 
to the 2019 mayoral elections, later add- 
ing: “Erdogan can do anything.” 

The Turkish electoral system itself is, 
all parties agree, robust, with strong 
oversight over each part of the process. 
Each count from a ballot box is signed off 
by aboard that includes civil servants and 
representatives from the main parties. 
Yet the opposition claim there are weak 
points, particularly in eastern Turkey, 
where oversight is less strict, or in the 


Aparty figure 
claims: He wont 
actlike Trump 


areas damaged by the earthquakes in 
February that killed more than 50,000 
people and displaced millions. 

There have been worrying signs. The 
head of the AKP’s election affairs commit- 
tee said yesterday that the president 
would know the results of the elections 
before anyone else. And on Friday, the 
country’s main telephone operator told its 
Istanbul employees that they wouldn’t be 
able to use their workplace at the weekend 
due to “technical infrastructure works”. 

Erdogan, while encouraging opposi- 
tion supporters to protect the ballot 
boxes “as we do”, warned his supporters 
they could face reprisals if the AKP lost. 

“Do not forget,” he told a crowd last 
week. “You may pay a heavy price.” 

To counteract the potential risks, the 
opposition has trained huge teams of law- 
yers to protect vote security. 

Last week, in a conference hall on the 
Asian side of Istanbul, hundreds were 
learning the basics of election security: 
which ballots are invalid, what the com- 
plaints process is for violations and when 
to let a man with a gun enter the voting 
area (never, unless he is a policeman). 

“We're trying to make sure that the 
elections are abiding by the law,” said 
Riza Kocak, a CHP regional official in 
charge of election security. “We don’t 
want to turn the election to the advantage 
of any particular party. We just want to 
make sure that the results of the elections 
are reflected correctly.” 

For many of the volunteers under the 
umbrella of the opposition alliance, it is a 
chance to help usher in a new era. 

“We all know there’s something wrong 
with the system and we want change,” 
said Zeynep Yavuz, 24, a food engineer- 
ing student, who signed up to be an elec- 
tion observer with Turkey Volunteers. “I 
want to be part of that change.” 
@louiseelisabet 
Additional reporting by Beril Eski 
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NEWS REVIEW 
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The ex-president lost 
his sex abuse case — 
and is unashamed. 
Selina Scott, who 
once crossed him, 
asks why these _ 


es, 


toxic men 
still have 
so Many 
devotees 


R 


e were flying at 
35,000ft on the way 
from New York to his 
sprawling Miami estate 
when Donald Trump 
suddenly turned into 
the “killer” his father 
had instructed him to 
believe he must always 
be. The charm he had 
bombarded me with for weeks was gone 
and the smile disappeared from his face. 
Instead his jaw was clenched with anger. 
“I am gonna get that woman,” he said 
venomously. “Watch me.” 

He was talking about Barbara Walters, 
the million-dollar-a-year star broadcaster 
on American TV who had inter- 
viewed him and exposed how his 
empire was built on debt. He 
couldn’t let it go. E 

This was in the 1990s after Trump’s 
publicity team had successfully built his 
image as the most dynamic new business- 
man in Manhattan. Walters, much 
admired by the American public, a friend 
of presidents, was, of course, untoucha- 
ble even though he tried to denigrate her 
professionally and personally. It is this 
same visceral hatred of women who 
won’t do his bidding that Trump has 
unleashed on the journalist 
E Jean Carroll, who won her civil suit 
against him last week in New York. 

During Trump’s presidency in 2019, 
Carroll accused him in an article in New 
York magazine of sexually assaulting her 
at the Bergdorf Goodman department 
store in New York in late 1995 or early 
1996. She was 52 at the time and he was 
49. Carroll said he had asked her for help 
buying a gift for a woman and they ended 
up in the lingerie section. After joking 
about trying on a lacy bodysuit, they 
ended up in a dressing room together. 
“The moment the dressing-room door is 
closed, he lunges at me, pushes me 
against the wall, hitting my head quite 
badly, and puts his mouth against my 
lips,” she wrote. 

Over the next three minutes, Carroll 
claims that Trump, still fully dressed, 
undid his flies, forced his fingers around 
her “private area” and raped her. The 
jury in the civil case found that Trump 
was liable for sexually abusing Carroll, 
but not raping her, and awarded the 
writer a total of £4 million in damages 
which includes compensation for defa- 
mation, after he accused her of making 
up the claims. 

It’s no surprise that Trump called Car- 
roll a “whack job” on CNN last week. The 
verdict will have incensed him. He can 
never be seen to lose, especially to a 
woman. 

Trump is an old-fashioned misogynist; 
the details of his deposition that were 
read out in court confirm it. When Car- 
roll’s lawyers asked him about his notori- 
ous “grab them by the pussy” quote, 
which emerged during the 2016 election 


He told 
me: You 
are no 
longer 
hot 


HATE MAIL 
AND LOST 
JOBS: LIFE 


! WA 


era malfunction. I had completed a mara- 
thon interview with him at Mar-a-Lago 
when, to my horror, I was told that the 
camera we were using had mysteriously 
switched from colour to black and white 
and the film was unusable. I had to return 
and ask him for another interview. 

This time around he gave me a differ- 
ent breakdown of the financial structure 
of his company, telling me, for example, 
that he owned 40 per cent of the Empire 
State Building, when he had bragged in 
the first interview that he owned 100 per 
cent. Back in Britain we discovered there 
had in fact been no malfunction, and 
what we were left with was gold dust. 


Mar-a-Lago to interview 


People magazine, she went to 


WHY DOESN TSL 
STICK TO 


We broadcast the two contradictory 
clips side by side to the music It Ain’t 
Necessarily So. 

Trump was furious when the inter- 
view aired in Britain and libelled me to 
such an extent that I was forced to warn 
him that I would take legal action if he 
didn’t stop. According to him I went from 
being the “legendary Selina Scott” (his 
words) to “obnoxious, repetitive, not at 
all very smart”, adding, “As many people 
know, you are not a first-class reporter, 
you have little talent, you are no longer 
hot, totally uptight, insecure.” 

His lawyers then put the frighteners on 
ITV as it was preparing to sell the show to 


been on your mind for years,” 
she said. 


NBC in America for airing coast to coast, 
and it has never been broadcast again. 

I didn’t get rid of Trump so easily. He 
pestered me for months after his bad- 
mouthing of me, sending handwritten 
letters boasting about himself and his 
achievements. It felt perverted, as 
though he wanted me to be interested. 

It now transpires that this was the tip 
of the iceberg. Carroll is one of a number 
of women who have come forward with 
allegations against him in the ensuing 
years. 

There have been 25 claims of assault or 
inappropriate behaviour in total, all of 
which he denies. They tend to relate to 


“They are telling the truth.” 
Stoynoff went public in 


FAZE 


later, the alleged Trump 
victims were rarely at the heart 


alleged incidents in New York or at Mar-a- 
Lago, and usually follow a formula. Yet 
Trump ploughs on, apparently 
unscathed. “My poll numbers just came 
out — they went up,” Trump boasted last 
week. While there is no evidence to sup- 
port this statement yet, his popularity 
has tended to surge whenever scandal 
hits. Why doesn’t any of it stick? 

Trump’s casual misogyny has made 
him a figure to be championed by inade- 
quate men. They view him as a liberating 
figure. He does and says much that many 
| men wish they could say and do. 

Throughout my 40 years in broadcast- 
ing I met many Trump wannabes; senior 
executives who couldn’t bear the ascen- 
sion of women through the ranks. They 
didn’t like women as competition and 
they showed it by suggesting that we 
ought to dress a certain way and be grate- 
ful for their attention. These feelings have 
intensified in the intervening years as 
women have become more strident in 
their demands for equality. 

A younger poster boy for these same 
inadequates is the influencer Andrew 
Tate, who is now in Romania, charged 
with rape and trafficking women. 
Another man who is openly derogatory 

towards women, both demean their 
appearance and hide it behind “tradi- 

tional” views. Like Trump he has 
built up a vast fan base online. 

More troubling perhaps is 
"the women who vote for 

Trump — those who read stories 
like Carroll’s and support him all 
the same. Some claim the appeal is eco- 
nomic; they liked his tax breaks. Others 
say they like that he talks tough on immi- 
gration. I think the appeal may be more 
primal. He is perceived to be loud and 
proud, sure of his own mind and when he 
wants a young woman he goes out and 
gets her. A bad boy for sure, and it 
appears a lot of women like that in a man 
even now. 

It is a phenomenon that is particularly 
pronounced in politics. You can see 
traces of it in the brazen philandering of 
Bill Clinton and Boris Johnson, whose 
behaviour shows a flagrant disregard, not 
just for their wives, but for women. Why 
do they go on to win elections? Because 
charisma is a potent force in politics; i 
casts an intoxicating spell. 

Trump is also machiavellian; and 
much of what he does can be seen as a 
power game. While women such as the 
porn star Stormy Daniels and pliable 
Playboy models seem to be his preferred 
bedmates, Trump is also strongly drawn 
towards women in the media; intelligent 
females with a high profile whom he 
believes he can charm into doing his bid- 
ding. He likes to pit his personality 
against theirs, believing he is so irresisti- 
ble that he will win. When it doesn’t work 
he turns his guns on them as he once did 
on me, and once he holds a grudge that 
anger can burn for years. 

That is why Carroll’s bravery and 
determination are remarkable. She will 
know, like I do, that not only will Trump 
appeal but as an act of vengeance will do 
whatever he can to delay or avoid paying 
her the £4 million, awarded for damaging 
her reputation by branding her a liar. 
Think of the courage it required to take 
her case to court, to reveal the details of 
what happened in that dressing room. 
Her actions are inspiring and I believe 
that they will encourage more women to 
come forward. 
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The 
appeal 
maybe 
more 
primal 


she says she encountered 
Trump in 1998 when he 


Trump and his new wife 
Melania. As she tells it, he 
offered to show her around the 
mansion while Melania, then 


OF 


Despite the misconduct 
claims against Trump over the 
years he hadn't been pinned 
down in court. “All of us — the 


2016, as did anumber of other 
alleged victims. A few were 
inspired to speak out by the 


of the conversation. Stoynoff 
counts herself lucky, because 
by 2016 she had returned to 

her native Canada, where she 


approached her outside the US 
Open in New York, commented 
on her legs to some men near 


campaign, Trump responded: “Well his- 
torically that’s true with stars ... it’s 
largely true, fortunately or unfortu- 
nately.” He probably thought that Carroll 
was too old and inconsequential to be 
taken seriously. 

For years she had remained mute 
about the attack because she felt 
“ashamed”. Like many victims of assault 
she believed that somehow she had 
allowed this to happen. But inspired by 
the MeToo movement she decided to go 
public and was immediately sacked by 
her employer, Elle magazine, a women’s 
publication that should have champi- 
oned her. Whether levers were pulled to 
drive her out we will never know. 

I have some knowledge of Trump and 
his tactics. My 60-minute documentary 
on him for ITV in 1995 exposed him as a 
stranger to the truth. The exposé came 
about accidentally as the result of a cam- 


pregnant, changed outfits. In 
one of the rooms, she said, 
Trump closed the door, 
pushed her against a wall 
and forced his tongue down 
her throat. 

She was stunned by his 
speed as muchas by the 
sheer weight of his 
body; then Trump’s 
butler came in and said 
it was time to resume the 


AN ACCUSER 


As the journalist 

E Jean Carroll left court last 
week after the ruling against 
Donald Trump, a woman 
shouted: “You are so brave and 
beautiful!” “Thank you so 
much,” Carroll replied, 


beaming. interview. 

Across town, another For Stoynoff, 58, 
woman was smiling — and Tuesday’s verdict 
jumping around, and crying a feels unreal. 
little: Natasha Stoynoff, a “Especially 
writer who had given evidence | when it's 
at the trial. In 2005, when something 
Stoynoff was working at that has 


women who came out about 


is 


leaked Access Hollywood tape, 
in which Trump boasted he 
could grab women “by the 
pussy”. He was elected a few 
weeks later, but for his 
accusers there was 
constant abuse (both on 
and offline), death 
threats, lost work, 
severed friendships. 
And even when the 
#MeToo movement 
blew up a year or so 


Trump — have been called 
liars by him and his 
fans for seven 

, years or so,” 


, With Carroll's 

, success, she 
believes it has 
been 
officially 
decided: 


Natasha Stoynoff, left, 
and Karena Virginia say 
they were sexually 
assaulted by Trump 


was believed and supported. 
It was different for Karena 


by, put his arm around her and 
groped her breast. 

Now a 52-year-old yoga 
teacher, Virginia lives in New 
Jersey with her husband and 
two children. She says that 
coming forward took a brutal 
toll. Her son was bullied at 
school. She lost friends and 
started to dread opening the 
mailbox because of hate mail. 

Virginia wants to celebrate 
Carroll’s courage but is 
depressed “so many people in 
the country that I love so much 
believe [Trump] is innocent”. 

She believes the verdict will 
have a positive impact for 
women, but adds: “I just don’t 
think that his supporters can 
hear the truth.” 


Virginia, who also 
came forward in 
2016 but lived in 
a Trump- 
supporting part 
À of New Jersey 

l and wasn't so 

lucky. A 
former model, 


My best palis going blind — but we still won a16,000km race across Canada 


Two women who met on the first day of school 
fought health problems and did odd jobs to 
land a £20,000 prize, writes Caroline Scott 


between the couples. They 
cleaned up dog poo, 
instructed diners how to eat 
lobster, scrubbed lavatories 
and worked ina hair salon in 
the face of extraordinary 
personal challenges. 


day at Penglais School in 
Aberystwyth when they were 
13. They lost touch in 1990 but 
reconnected almost 17 years 
later on the website Friends 
Reunited. Rowe has two 
grown-up sons 


had to stop when Sail’s 
eyesight deteriorated. They 
speak on the phone every day. 
Their application for the 
TV show started when Sail 
asked: “Do you fancy doing 
something bonkers?” Rowe 


“because after the stress of 
keeping our staff safe through 
Covid I wanted an adventure, 
but mainly to support Trish”. 
They got off 
toabad start 


ith their arms beat the married doctors 
wrapped around Zainib, 32, and Mobeen, 31, 
each other and the father and daughter 
protectively and Monique, 25, and Ladi, 52, to 
hands clasped the finish line in St John’s, 


tight, life-long 
friends Cathie Rowe, 50, and 
Tricia Sail, 49, romped home 
with the £20,000 prize when 
the third series of BBC1’s 
Bafta-winning Race Across the 
World reached a nail-biting 
conclusion on Wednesday 
night. The show, which pits 
couples in a race against 
time, is in its third series and 
the viewing figures have 
never been so high. 

More than 3.1 million 

people tuned in to see them 


Newfoundland, Canada’s 
most easterly city. They had 
covered 16,000km overland 
from Vancouver in 51 days. 
In the show each couple is 
given the cash value ofa 
plane ticket (£2,498.13, 
roughly £50 a day) to travel 
by road, rail or sea. With no 
smartphone, internet access 
or credit cards they have to 
rely on ingenuity and, often, 
the kindness of strangers. 
The success of the series 
owes much to the bond 


“We are very tactile. The and runs ~ 
hand-holding is reassurance,” | pharmacies P 
Rowe says. “But it’s also with her & 
because Cathie is my guide,” husband 
explains Sail, who has an Gareth in ‘ 
autoimmune disorder which | Bridgend. Sail N 
causes “birdshot” uveitis, a works for the sight- 
degenerative condition loss charity RNIB in 
where spots appear on the Exeter and is married 
retina. “If you imagine to Matt, a police 
looking through wet cling film | supervisor who also has 
covered in marker pen — serious health issues. 
that’s what I can see. You The friends used to 
could be a person or you meet in the middle 
could be a bus. Cathie every six weeks but 


instinctively walks beside me 
saying: step, tree root.” 
The pair met on Rowe’s first 


Cathie Rowe, on 
left, and Tricia Sail 


#f when they 
Á BP got lostin 


instantly agreed 
We Æ ~ Vancouvers 
m 7 Stanley Park for 
f hoa 5% hours on the 


first day. “I said if it’s 

going to be this hard, I 
don’t want to carry on,” 
Sail says. “It was so 
demoralising.” Later, she 
struggled on an eight-minute 
cable car ride high above 
Banff, “incoherent with fear”. 
Rowe felt “a bit of a niggle” 
seven weeks in, “hitching lifts 
with strangers for nine hours 
—Iwas totally out of my 
comfort zone”. 
But viewers watched them 


work together to overcome all 
obstacles. Secretly, the pair 
strategised, putting money 
aside each week for the final 
push. “We ate a lot of 
crackers and cream cheese,” 
explains Rowe. In one of the 
funniest scenes, the pair get 
tipsy on gin while working in 
an artisan distillery in 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia. 

Off screen, their partners 
are good friends. One of the 
most heartrending scenes 
was when Sail found out 
Matt’s kidney transplant had 
failed. “I spoke to Matt on the 
phone for a couple of minutes 
and he said, ‘If you come 
home, I’m going to divorce 
you,” she said. Matt, who is 
back on dialysis, has since 
had both legs amputated, but 
Sail says he is doing well. 

The trip has given Sail the 


confidence to leave her 
“draining” job as a bank 
clerk. “I thought, sod this. 
I’ve been chopping logs, 
building outhouses and 
frying chips. I can do 
anything.” She now helps 
others to cope with sight loss. 

The friends are determined 
to carry on travelling. They 
have already trekked to 
Machu Picchu in Peru and are 
planning to walk the Great 
Wall of China together. 
“People have asked: what 
have you learned about each 
other? Well, nothing really,” 
Rowe says. “It just confirmed 
what we already knew. Trish 
is my best friend.” 

Sail describes Rowe as “the 
tonic to my gin... We now 
know conclusively that when 
we grow old disgracefully, 
we're going to be fine.” 
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Get off our land, 
Tories... how the 
countryside went 
from blue to green 


The Green Partyis surging in the shires due to anger over new 
homes, solar farms and the state of our rivers. Rural politics has 
never beensounpredictable, say Ben Spencer and Hugo Daniel 


(yy ulie Wearing is worried. “People 
| | want to preserve the countryside 
land common land,” says the 
| 64-year-old, from the village of 
| Stowupland near Stowmarket. 
| That is why, after a lifetime of 
| voting Conservative, Wearing 

___ decided to give her vote to the 

/ Green Party at the local elections 
this month. 

It was the first time she’d voted for 
them and she wasn’t the only one switch- 
ing allegiances. In the vote on May 4, the 
Greens won Mid Suffolk district council 
from the Conservatives, taking 24 of the 
34 seats and securing their first ever 
majority-held council in the UK. It was 
the biggest wave in a national tidal surge 
of rural support for the party. The Greens 
doubled their councillors nationally from 
240 to 481 — and became the largest party 
in East Hertfordshire and Lewes in East 
Sussex. They also took 12 seats in East Suf- 
folk, and made gains in Cumberland, 
South Tyneside, Hastings and Worcester. 

In the past the Greens have performed 
best in university cities such as Brighton 
and Bristol. They’ve had success in 
Stroud, a green heartland of sorts, and 
acquired power as part of a coalition in 
2012. But this foray into the countryside 
is unprecedented. About three-quarters 
of the Greens’ gains across the country 
were taken from the Tories. 

“If they’re not panicking in Conserva- 
tive Campaign Headquarters, then they 
ought to be,” says Peter Franklin, a 
former Tory policy adviser. 

Wearing voted Green to protect her vil- 
lage from builders. “Stowupland has had 


loads of redevelopment, we’ve got three 
or four building sites gone up, so we 
virtually meet Stowmarket now. That’s a 
major reason [for the switch] — to 
preserve the country way of life.” 

John Caston, 74, shares many of her 
concerns. “This land’s been farmed for 
generations, “ Caston says, sitting on his 
tractor in the village of Somersham. Cas- 
ton remains a loyal Tory. For him the 
Greens are less a rural salvation and more 
an incoming threat. “One is wary cer- 
tainly, because you see the people that 
are getting elected and you think, ‘Well, 
what the hell do they know?’” 

Caston’s arable farm has been run by 
his family since 1950. “I think a lot of the 
Greens are unfairly very anti-farming and 
I find that preposterous really,” he says. 
He points to the proliferation of large 
solar farms in the area. “Nearly all these 


In Mid Suffolk, 
the Greens — 
under farmer 
Andy Mellen, 
below — won 
majority control 
of the party’s first 
district council 


things haven’t been thought through. 
The thing is really most farmers want to 
be left alone to farm,” he says. “They 
don’t need shepherding by someone in 
London interfering and telling us what to 
do and giving us loads of paperwork.” 

This exemplifies the tension that has 
been building for years in the British 
countryside: a conflict between moder- 
nity and traditionalism, between creep- 
ing suburban sensibilities and 
entrenched rural conservatism, between. 
environmentalism and pastoralism. 
Some blame the “woke” meddlers who 
want to hand fertile farmland back to 
nature in the name of “rewilding”, others 
a politically correct tickbox culture or the 
faceless bureaucrats at Defra. 

Only last week 1,200 acres of farmland 
near Abergwesyn, in Powys, Wales, was 
bought by a steel manufacturer aiming to 
plant trees to offset its carbon emissions. 
“It’s impossible for farmers to compete,” 
Philip Arrowsmith, a local sheep farmer, 
told Farmers Weekly. 

The Tories — in government for the 
past 13 years — are increasingly blamed by 
a constituency which once would have 
automatically given them its vote. As the 
former cricketer and self-proclaimed 
countryside champion Lord Botham of 
Ravensworth forecast last year: “Until 
there is a bonfire of regulations, the Con- 
servatives will keep getting burnt at the 
ballot box.” 

But how is it that the Greens — a party 
of radical protest and urban liberalism — 
have benefited from this rural disillusion- 
ment? 

Andy Mellen, the leader of the Greens 
in Mid Suffolk, offers a clue. This is no 
dreadlocked hippy, but a 55-year-old 
farmer, born and bred locally, married 
for 34 years with three grown-up chil- 
dren. “I look across our 24 councillors, 
we’ve got small businessmen, lawyers, 
teachers, local government people — a 
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Ifthey’re not 
panicking in Tory 
HQ, then they 
ought tobe 


whole range,” he says. Greens have 
differentiated themselves from Conserv- 
atives in the area by opposing large hous- 
ing developments. “Bacton, one of the 
villages I represent, was deemed to be a 
sustainable location for development 
because it had a bus service,” he says. “So 
440 houses were approved, but the bus 
operator pulled the service down to once 
a week, and the houses are still coming.” 

What about solar farms, a source of 
anxiety locally? Mellen backs the need 
for renewable energy, but adds: “There is 
a visceral tension between farming for 
food and farming for energy. We need to 
preserve the best and most versatile 
farmland for food production, and we 
need to relocalise food production. We 
don’t support solar farms en masse.” 
They prefer panels on rooftops rather 
than farmland. This is backed up by his 
group’s voting record. A recent applica- 
tion for a 35-hectare solar farm near 
Somersham was blocked by two Green 
councillors on the planning committee, 
who sided with four Tories against one 
Green who supported the plan. 

Mellen acknowledges that his group 
has benefited from disillusionment with 
the Tories nationally but also says the 
Greens have built local support incre- 
mentally, winning their first seat in 2003 
and gradually gaining the trust of voters. 
And they have been organised. 

Mf achel Turner, 57, who works in a 
| | shop in Stowmarket, says: “The 

z Greens are very visible, they are 
around and do things ... that 
“imakes a big difference.” Turner 
cites litter-picking and traffic reduction 
measures as Green wins. 

Robert Ford, professor of political sci- 
ence at Manchester University, says: 
“The Greens have learnt a trick from the 
Lib Dems of the 1990s and 2000s. They 
were chameleons and adopted whatever 
set of colours fitted best with their local 
environment. So they ran well to the left 
of Labour in urban areas, and elsewhere 
to the right of the Conservatives, particu- 
larly on development issues.” 

But the ability of the Greens to attract 
votes from urban radicals and rural con- 
servatives alike has only been made pos- 
sible by the fact that environmental 
issues are increasingly mainstream. 

Luke Tryl, UK director of More in Com- 
mon and a former Tory special adviser, 
says: “A consensus on climate runs 
across all social segments. It doesn’t 
mean that they all love Extinction 
Rebellion — but when it comes to the 
need to take action on climate, it is really 
striking the extent to which they agree, 
and they will approach it from slightly 
different angles.” For rural Tories, he 
says, the focus is often the natural envi- 
ronment. 

Josh Simons, director of Labour 
Together — a think tank known to be close 
to Sir Keir Starmer — says headlines about 
water pollution have been a turning point 
for many in the countryside. “The Tories 
have been the party of sewage in the riv- 
ers, they have done a really bad job on 
environmental degradation.” For Tory 
voters who would never vote Labour, the 
Greens are an increasingly palatable 
choice. Simons says these issues are con- 
nected by a nagging sense of “insecurity” 
about the environment — whether it is 
sewage, litter in parks in red wall seats, or 
uncontrolled housing estates in East 
Anglia. “Whichever party nails the mes- 
sage that connects those wins the next 
election, in my opinion.” 

But will the Green surge translate into 
an increased vote at the general election? 
Robert Pyke, 86, a former farmer and 
engineer who has lived in Stowmarket for 
35 years, says: “I’ve been voting Green for 
ages, simply and solely on the basis of 
local government. They’re more visible. I 
used to know the candidate and we were 
on fairly the same wavelength. But I think 
the Green Party as a national party is a 
load of nonsense.” 
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Twenty’s not plenty for drivers, as Welby knows 


The Archbishop of Canterbury is the 
latest to fall foul of Britain’s 20mph 

zones. It’s harder than you'd think to 
keep to the limit, writes Liz Edwards 


W Mou think a week isa 
\\/ long time in politics? 

\_ Check out the Anglican 
| church. Only eight days 
-| ago, before a global 

audience of millions, its head 
was handing a jewelled blade 
to the new King, bidding him 
“with this sword do justice”. 

On Friday, it emerged that 
the same guy had himself 
been on the receiving end of 
the King’s justice, having 
been caught speeding. The 
change in fortunes could only 
have been swifter had he hit 
26mph rather than 25mph in 
that 20mph zone. How the 
mitre has fallen. 

Justin Welby, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was penalised for exceeding 
the speed limit en route to 
Lambeth Palace — £510 in 
fines, victim surcharge and 


costs, and three points on his 
licence. It’s a bit like the 
Lord’s Prayer: thy Welby, 
done. 

And yet it’s not hard to 
have some empathy. Not only 
because that is the Christian 
way, but also because it is 
nigh-on impossible to drive at 
20mph — what hope for the 
rest of us if the Archbishop of 
Canterbury can’t manage it? 

I don’t know about 


READERS’ 


POLL 


This week’s question: 

Are 20mph speed limits a 
good idea? 

Have your say at sundaytimes.co.uk/ 
poll 


automatics, but manual cars 
just aren’t designed to dribble 
along like that. 

Not that temptation has 
anything to do with it, if you 
haven’t even seen the signs 
that the good old 30mph 
doesn’t apply. In September, 
Wales will become the first 
UK nation to make 20mph the 
default limit in urban areas. 

The move might have 
exercised Welsh 
Conservatives, who 
dismissed it as “ludicrous”, 
but it will at least take a lot of 
the guesswork out of driving. 
There’s a road near me that is 
definitely 30mph in one 
stretch, and definitely 20mph 
in another, but comes witha 
mysterious section in the 
middle that could be either. 
You'll have seen the same 
thing where you live. Perhaps 
there’s a 20 painted at some 
point on the tarmac. 

Maybe, if you squint, you 
can just make out a red circle 
attached to a lamp post. The 
car behind you could be 
sitting on your bumper 


because its driver hasn’t seen 
the signs. But perhaps they’re 
tailgating because the limit’s 


Justin Welby 
was fined 


Give us this day our daily 
bread and all that. Between 
the confusing signage and the 


gone back up to 30mph after driving | superhuman effort it takes to 
without you realising. Sorry! at25mphon_ | maintain pootle velocity, it’s 
Forgive us our trespasses. his way to hardly surprising that drivers 
If we’re going to turn the Lambeth will transgress. By the time 
other cheek we should Palace the green smily electronic 


acknowledge that stats on the 
safety-enhancing impact ofa 
lower speed limit are so f f 
widely available they’re 
hard to argue with. 
Even so, when the 
Labour MP Rachael 
Maskell suggested 
that councils 
introduce speed 
limits of 1Omph in 
residential areas,a | 
Tory spokesman 
told The Daily 
Telegraph the idea 
was “bonkers”. The 
preservation of 
human life aside, it | 
is tempting to 
wonder whether 
the 20mph limit 


isn’t also a good 
moneyspinner for 
the authorities. i 


face has turned red and 
disappointed-looking, it’s too 
late — as Welby found out. 
Rather like the “get out of 
purgatory” indulgences the 
Catholic church flogged in the 
16th century, speed 
awareness courses are a 
paid-for alternative to a 
fine. 
But what about 
$ the Archbish? A 
representative told 
me Welby “tried to 
pay the fine three 
times. He has all the 
paperwork to prove 
that he has tried to pay. 
Admin errors seem to be 
causing problems.” Oh admin 
errors, is it? Very “God ate my 
homework”. He’ll just have to 
remain the primate who put 
the rev into Right Reverend. 


What university 
students really 
need to study: 
how to disagree 


Simon Fanshawe, a co-founder of 
Stonewall, faced walkouts and heckling 
when he spoke at Cambridge on free 
speech. He says parents and education 
leaders must stop indulging intolerance 


ast week I spoke at 

Cambridge University on 

“the power of 

difference”. It was “an 

exploration of how 

human difference lies at the 
heart of a university, and of 
our ability to create spaces 
that are safe for disagreement 
and debate”. 

With an irony they didn’t 
seem to spot, a small rabble 
stood in the street outside the 
auditorium of Gonville & 
Caius College for almost the 
whole two hours and banged 
drums, screamed and 
chanted. Inside, David 
Runciman, the history 
professor and presiding 
chairman, kicked off the 
debate by inviting those who 
disagreed to speak up. 
Instead a few students who 
were masked flamboyantly 
walked out, draped in the 
transgender flag, and joined 
the crowd outside. 

Despite having been one of 
the six co-founders of 
Stonewall in the late 1980s I 
am now apparently “totally 
transphobic” according to 
one demonstrator. Jacqui 
Gavin, a trans woman with 
whom I have agreed and 
disagreed in a way that 
interests us both, had agreed 
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The left thinks 
its always right. 
Therightnever 
says it’s wrong 


Protesters at Gonville & 
Caius College, Cambridge 


to be my respondent on the 
night. But to these activists 
we are the wrong kind of gay 
and the wrong kind of trans. 

They did not succeed in 
cancelling us. Against the 
odds the discussion was 
lively, full of humour and at 
times awkward, frank and 
quite adversarial. 

Attempts to disrupt 
intellectual exchange are 
commonplace now in higher 
education, as Professor 
Kathleen Stock is discovering 
with the “Stop Stock” 
campaign in relation to her 
imminent appearance at the 
Oxford Union. According to 
the junior common room at 
Christ Church she is a 
“notorious transphobe”. A 
hater of trans people? No. She 
just disagrees with the 
activists and maintains that 
sex is binary and immutable. 

How has this come about? 
Not just with students but also 
in the flaccid leadership of 
universities? When I asked the 
master of Gonville & Caius to 
ensure our safety and ability to 
speak, she sent me the 
“college statement on freedom 
of speech”. But she left it to the 
porters to handle security, 
saying that any statement by 
her risked “exaggerating the 
divisions caused by this 
event”. What divisions? Apart 
from of opinion? 

But this is not just about 
universities or gender 
ideology. It isa symptom of 
something wider in society. 
On too many issues, a 
vehement minority refuse to 
hear opposing views and also 
insist on operating their 
heckler’s veto over what 
anyone else can discuss. 

There is a narcissism to 
this lack of debate. At 
Cambridge, despite the topic 
being about academic 
freedom and creating spaces 
that are safe for discussion — 
not from it — the trans 
activists managed to make it 


about them. Many 
conversations about 
discrimination and the 
experiences of black people 
are now transformed into 
discussions about white 
people and how guilty they 
feel about racism and about 
their “privilege”. Tackling the 
epidemic of violence against 
women has become a boo- 
hoo fest for men who say “but 
it’s not every man”. 

We are caught in an age of 
political egocentricity, of 
hyperindividualism, where 
who I am matters more than 
who we are. People begin 
sentences with the phrase “As 
a...’ —as a woman, orasa 
gay man - to justify what they 
are about to say on the basis 
of who they are, not what 
they think. They characterise 
their views as being so central 
to their identity that 
disagreement is “debating my 
existence”, as the trans 
activists would have it. 

Those who operate like 
this demand total agreement. 
Kate Forbes who ran for the 
leadership of the SNP, said 
she disagreed with gay 
marriage and abortion. But, 
despite having no desire to 
roll them back and also 
putting forward credible 
plans for independence and 
the economy, the social 
media mob just dismissed her 
wholesale as a bigot. 

Good politics doesn’t work 
like that. Change comes by 
creating coalitions across the 
centre and marginalising the 
extremes. What is happening 
nowis that the extremes are 
marginalising the centre. I 
have always been struck by the 
political maturity of those from 
whom I learned so much in the 
Stonewall campaigns. Their 
aim was not only to eliminate 
discrimination but also to 
create a platform from which 
lesbian and gay people could 
contribute to a society in which 
everyone could live freely. The 
aim of activists now is not to 
find the right solutions for the 
greater good but to point the 
demonising finger and bask in 
the sunshine of feeling correct. 
Accusations are enough. They 
define the crime, find the 
accused guilty and mete out 
social sanction in one sentence 
— without the need to prove or 
even argue their case. 

Social progress has 
become a question of 
personal fulfilment, 
individual wellbeing has 
replaced the wider common 
good and the 1970's dictum 
has been reversed; the 
political has become 
personal. Disagreement is no 
longer the celebration of 
human difference, but 
vaunted as righteous hostility 
to evil. The left thinks it is 
always right and the right 
never admits it is wrong. 

The Policy Institute at 
King’s College London last 
year published results of a 
significant survey in 
universities which revealed 
that 67 per cent of students 
said they had held back on 
expressing their opinions 
because they feared what 
others might think of them. 

Difficult as it is, and people 
are losing jobs and work for 
doing so, we need to stand up 
for the reality that there are 
different views on many of 
these key social controversies. 
We need to seek out others at 
work, or among friends, who 
think as we do — not to try and 
impose our view but to bang 
the drum for the fundamental 
importance of debate. Middle- 
class parents need to stop 
kow-towing to their children’s 
fashionable opinions and 
challenge schools which teach 
only one view of history or 
gender or race. 

University leaders need to 
say and go on saying publicly 
that their No 1 value is that 
“we disagree well”. They 
need to create conditions for 
the exploration and exchange 
of ideas to demonstrate that 
this lies at the heart of 
education. Unless they do, 
the public may begin to 
wonder why we are lending 
students £9,000 a year to put 
their fingers in their ears and 
shout down others. 


The Power of Difference by 
Simon Fanshawe is out now 
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My dream 
cruise... 


dodging 
pirates 


After reporting from Ukraine, our war 
correspondent Christina Lamb was due a 
relaxing holiday. But an African voyage 
proved to be almost as hair-raising 


e were on the flight to 
Luanda in Angola, 
dreaming of the luxury 
cruise we were about 
to join and idly leafing 
through newspapers, 
when a small story in 
The Times caught my 
eye. “Crew trapped in 
safe room after pirates 
attack ship,” was the headline, describing 
the storming of a boat off the Congolese 
port of Pointe Noire and referring to the 
Gulf of Guinea as the world’s most dan- 
gerous shipping route. “Isn’t that where 
we're going?” I asked my husband. 

My day job for this paper is as a war cor- 
respondent but this was supposed to be a 
holiday, even if with rather an unusual itin- 
erary including Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome, 
Benin and Togo. “Unspoilt wilds of south- 
west Africa” was the trip’s name. The bro- 
chure cover showed a photo of an ele- 
phant. We never did see any elephants — 
indeed, we barely saw any wildlife. Instead 
of beach walks and kayaking through man- 
grove swamps, we found ourselves on Rus- 
sian-made Congolese military helicopters 
flown Apocalypse Now-style over dense 
jungle. We would see oil rigs, dictator- 
ships, ghosts of old slave routes and a new 
enslavement — debt to China, which is 
encroaching across Africa. 

Our home for 13 nights was the SH 
Vega. Greeted with champagne, we tried 
to ignore the razor wire around its back 
and sides. Our cabin was well designed 
with plenty of storage, a balcony, a TV 
and a crackling fake fire — the ship is 
designed for polar expeditions. Its new 
cruises from Cape Town to Tenerife 
makes use of its annual repositioning 
from the South Pole to the North. 

The staff, mainly Filipino, were delight- 
ful; the drinks were free, as was an endless 
supply of food; and this being a boutique 
cruise, there were only just over 100 pas- 
sengers. There were glamorous Brazilians; 
a Bollywood mogul; a group of gay Ameri- 
can men; some designer-clad Italians; a 
Georgian oligarch and his wife; country 
collectors who saw this as an opportunity 
to notch up seven hard-to-reach nations; 
and the ship’s godmother Patrizia Zito, the 
wife of the chief executive of Swan Hel- 
lenic. There was a buzz of excitement that 
we would “see what others don’t” as the 
company motto has it. We had no idea... 

Day one was a sea day — a chance for 
Captain Lyuba, a languid Bulgarian witha 
soft singsong voice, to show off his high- 
tech bridge with its iceberg-spotting com- 
puters. “Here the biggest threat is 
pirates,” he blithely told us. 

Aboard the first cruise ever to dock at 
Pointe Noire, we woke the next morning 
to be greeted by dancers, dignitaries and 
reporters. A police escort led our buses 
through the sprawling city. Locals 
seemed less than friendly — maybe there 
is not much to smile about in a country 
that (apart from a brief gap) has had the 
same ruler since 1979 and where rampant 


corruption means half live below the pov- 
erty line, despite the country being 
among Africa’s biggest oil producers. 

Along the coast, we visited a sobering 
memorial to what had been a slave mar- 
ket — more than a million Africans were 
shackled and shipped from here to the 
Americas. All that remained was a large 
mango tree — the Tree of Forgetting — 
which slaves were supposed to walk 
round to erase their identity. 

Back at Pointe Noire, lying in the Vega’s 
small pool, looking at distinctly unscenic 
cargo ships stacked high with shipping 
containers and belching smoke, we 
mused that there may be a reason other 
cruises don’t dock there. 

But we were in Congo for what had 
been billed as one of the highlights of the 
trip, the rarely visited Conkouati Reserve 
inthe largest rainforest after the Amazon. 
The Vega would head north overnight — 
accompanied by Anatole Collinet 
Makosso, the Congolese prime minister, 
who had boarded for the night. Conrad, 
our South African expedition leader, got 
everyone excited with photos of rare for- 
est elephants, chimpanzees, gorillas and 
sea turtles, and told us we’d be woken at 
5.30am for the next four days of boat 
trips and forest walks. 

Down at the base camp at 5.45am the 
next morning, it was clear something was 
amiss. The ding-dong that would become 
all too familiar announced a delay until 
10am. We went and had more breakfast. 

The sea seemed smooth. No one knew 
what was going on. Eventually we were 
told it was unsafe for Zodiacs — the inflata- 
ble boats used for getting passengers to 
and from shore — to land on the beach as 
planned because of “the spring tide” and 
we would be heading back to Pointe 
Noire. However, the Congolese PM saved 
the day, offering Mrs Zito two military hel- 
icopters to take us to a chimp sanctuary. 

I talked to Makosso about tourism and 
asked why they still had the same presi- 
dent, Denis Sassou Nguesso, after so 
many years. “Sagesse vaut mieux que jeu- 
nesse,” he said, smiling: wisdom is worth 
more than youth. I asked why any opposi- 
tion seemed to end up in jail or worse. 
“There are plenty of opposition still 
around,” he replied, his shiny black croc- 
odile shoes swinging back and forth. I 
remembered the scandal that revealed 


his president had spent more than 
$100,000 on one pair but I bit my journal- 
ist’s tongue as we needed his air power. 

My husband, Paulo, and I were on the 
first helicopters. It had no seatbelts and 
there were so many people piled in, plas- 
tic chairs had been brought on board. 

Reader, had this been an assignment, I 
would probably have thought it fool- 
hardy to fly. But this was a holiday, even if 
it was descending into a real-life version 
of Triangle of Sadness — the Oscar-nomi- 
nated comedy about a luxury cruise that 
goes horribly wrong. 

Once again there was a welcome party. 
The deputy mayor, who seemed sceptical 
that our Zodiacs could ever have landed 
on what it transpired was a surfers’ 
beach, drove us to HELP Congo, a project 
to rescue orphaned chimps. On a man- 
grove island we watched two males feed- 
ing. One got bored and threw a large 
aubergine at us. 
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200 miles 


CHRISTINA LAMB 


After another day at Pointe Noire, 
everyone was relieved to leave for Gabon, 
another oil-rich west African dictator- 
ship, this time run by the Bongos. 

We were headed for South Loango — 
the trip’s other highlight, “the Eden of 
Africa” described in Swan Hellenic’s bro- 
chure as “an untamed wilderness” that 
was not only home to gorillas, elephants 
and leopards, but also surfing hippos. 

Once again Conrad set off early on the 
Zodiac. Once again the answer came back 
no — it was not safe. We were all starting 
to wonder if any of this had been checked 
out. That Swan Hellenic motto “see what 
others don’t” emblazoned everywhere 
seemed like a bad joke. Once again Mrs 
Zito saved the day by making some calls 
and found a beach club opposite Libre- 
ville, the capital, with a floating jetty so 
our Zodiacs could land the next morning. 

Frankly, it was not the most beautiful 
spot but we tried to be excited. Back on 
board, the ship’s windows had been 
blacked out and a water cannon rigged 
up. That night we sailed with no lights. We 
were heading through peak pirate waters. 

Our next destination was the island of 
Sao Tome, a former Portuguese colony so 
remote that the weekly air transport 
used to be known as the Day of St 
Plane. 

It still feels like a land that 
time forgot and things looked 
up as we set off to tour its 
lush countryside. Stun- 
ning and friendly, it 
seemed to be celebrat- 
ing national wash- 
ing day, everyone 
out scrubbing e 
their smalls. Once +7% 
the world’s biggest & 
cacao producer, it ~ 
had plantations with Cd 
their own schools and hos- A 
pitals. Now they are mostly 
abandoned — we visited one that 
looked like a film set, the air smel- "7 
ing of chocolate. 

By now it was clear there were | 
several cruises going on at once. We 
noticed some people were doing 
their excursions and the next day we 
joined a group at the restaurant 
Roca Sao Joao dos Angolares for a 
sublime tasting menu concocted 
by Joao Carlos Silva, an island chef 
who has his own programme on 
Portuguese TV. Our Georgian oli- 
garch made sure the wine 
flowed, calling for toasts on 
everything from friendship to 
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Christina Lamb and her 
husband Paulo, pictured 
above drinking in the 
scenery from the ship, were 
taken to a chimp sanctuary 
via a military helicopter 
without any seatbelts, 


different nations coming together. If Sao 
Tome is a hidden gem, its small sister 
island, Principe, is one of the most beau- 
tiful places I have ever seen, with a real 
lost-world vibe, mystical green hills, for- 
ested down to white sands and turquoise 
waters. 

We were sun-kissed and well-stocked 
with chocolate to deal with a slightly 
nervy mood as we departed. We were to 
rendezvous with a Nigerian military boat, 
which would escort us for the next day — it 
made for some interesting holiday snaps. 

Some passengers who took a bridge 
tour spotted a note asking our crew to look 
out for a ship that had been attacked by 
pirates two days earlier and disappeared. 

When I felt the boat rocking in the 
early morning, I thought: that’s it, the 
pirates. 

In fact, we were docking at Cotonou in 
Benin — far more developed than Gabon 
and Congo, even without their oil wealth. 
As someone obsessed by what women do 
in war, I was delighted to see a towering 
bronze statue, 30m high, honouring the 
legendary female warriors who pro- 
tected the kingdom of Dahomey. 

Apart from Principe, my highlight of 
the cruise was our afternoon on a motor- 
boat on Lake Nokoue, put-putting 
around Ganvie, a village on stilts. 
Founded by people fleeing slave traders, 

the name means “we are saved”. Now 

i 30,000 people live there, many of 

+ whom seemed to be out on paddleboats 

selling food, fishing or ferrying children 
home from school. 

Our last day was a significant one for 

my husband. Some spend their 60th in 


_ where he was congratulated both by a 
local king and a voodoo priest. 

Back home I spoke to a maritime secu- 
rity expert who could not believe a cruise 
travelled through these waters. “A cruise 
ship of 100 wealthy white people?” he 
exclaimed. “That’s a pirate’s jackpot!” 
Swan Hellenic specialises in polar 
>) expeditions and I have to believe those 

4 are much more organised than this, 
4) which was a first and no doubt will be 

tweaked for the future. Andrea Zito, 
CEO of Swan Hellenic, says: “Expedi- 
tion cruising is never an exact science; 
changes to the itinerary do happen 
3 due to circumstances beyond our 
control.” 

But did we have a good time? It 
was amazing. We made friends for 
life, we came back a little plumper 
and what a story we have to tell. See 
what others don’t? We certainly did. 
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Tories can't hide from the 
reality of migration figures 


hose who voted for Brexit in the 
hope of reducing immigration 
are in for another nasty surprise. 
The latest figures from the Office 
for National Statistics, due at the 
end of this month, are expected 
to show a record rise for last 
year. The Centre for Policy Stud- 
ies (CPS) think tank estimates net annual 
migration to the UK will have passed 
700,000 — more than double the pre- 
Brexit record. That would follow a net 
increase of 504,000 people in the 12 
months to last June, itself a record. 

While numbers arriving from the EU 
have flatlined, immigration from outside 
the EU has boomed. A post-Covid surge in 
students has been the biggest driver. 
Resettlement schemes for Afghan and 
Ukrainian refugees, and a new visa route 
for those fleeing Hong Kong, have also 
been strong factors. An increase in people 
is technically welcome news for an eco- 
nomy with 1.1 million job vacancies and 
500,000 out of the workforce through 
long-term sickness, although sectors that 
were reliant on cheap EU labour, such as 
hospitality and transport, continue to suf- 
fer shortages. In its March forecast the 
Office for Budget Responsibility said 
higher-than-expected immigration could 
add 0.5 per cent to GDP by 2027. 

But for Rishi Sunak and the Conserva- 
tives it poses a major political headache. 
The 2019 manifesto committed the party 
to lowering immigration. Suella Braver- 
man, the home secretary, reiterated that 
pledge last October, saying it was her “ulti- 
mate aspiration” to meet David Cam- 
eron’s target of bringing the net number to 
“tens of thousands”. Legal immigration 
blurs in some voters’ minds with the 
vexed question ofillegal arrivals. Last year 
45,000 people got into the UK on small 
boats, the majority applying for asylum. 
Robert Jenrick, the immigration minister, 
has warned that “excessive, uncontrolled 
migration threatens to cannibalise the 
compassion of the British public”. 

Yet this relentless focus on small boats, 
while clearly important, is also a useful 
diversionary tactic for the government to 
avoid discussing legal migration and the 
demands it places on housing, GP surger- 
ies and schools. The aim of building 
300,000 homes a year, which the UK is 
already failing to meet, was based on an 
assumption that net immigration would 
run at 170,000 a year. According to the 


CPS, 430,000 new homes a year are 
required. 

That is why Sunak wants ministers to 
curb numbers by stopping family mem- 
bers joining overseas master’s students at 
British universities. The UK issued 
626,000 study visas last year, a rise of 
more than 80 per cent on 2019, and 
135,790 visas were granted to students’ 
dependants. We report today that both 
Jeremy Hunt, the chancellor and Gillian 
Keegan, the education secretary, are 
backing the primie minister but do not 
want to go any further for fear of damag- 
ing growth. University vice-chancellors, 
who fear a fall in income from foreign stu- 
dents, are lobbying hard against any pro- 
posed restrictions. 

It is essential for governments to seek 
some for of control over the numbers 
coming to this country. New Labour 
ended up reaping a backlash over years of 
high immigration. But Sunak and his col- 
leagues should be mindful of the message 
they are sending to fast-growing eco- 
nomies such as India and Nigeria, the 
sources of many inbound students. Brit- 
ain, with its ageing population and eco- 
nomic problems, still needs infusions of 
people and skills. 

Some of the answers are to be found 
closer to home — partly by funding and 
promoting high-quality apprenticeships 
for UK school-leavers and killing off the 
lazy assumption that an expensive degree 
is the only acceptable route into work. 
Also essential is a thoughtful welfare 
policy to encourage back into the jobs 
market some of the estimated five million 
who are not currently working full-time. 

Post Brexit, with America and the EU 
throwing subsidies at new technology, the 
UK needs to be on its competitive tiptoes. 
Encouraging the brightest from around 
the world to work and study here must be 
part of that. In the case of lower-paid jobs, 
flexibility on unskilled work visas is sens- 
ible. 

However the Tories need to be nimble. 
When numbers rise, they should explain 
honestly to the public how and where new 
arrivals will be accomodated. And 
Labour, which contains a vocal faction 
instinctively opposed to any kind of immi- 
gration restriction, should spell out what 
it would do differently. High levels of 
immigration are likely to persist for 
several years. A proper debate is needed 
on how the UK balances cost and benefit. 


Turkey’s election matters to 
us all: Erdogan must respect it 


The world’s eyes are on Turkey. This 
country of 85 million people, a Nato 
member and bridge between Europe and 
the east, stands on the brink of a new pol- 
itical future. President Erdogan, the reli- 
gious autocrat who has ruled for two 
decades, is challenged by the secular 
opposition leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu in 
today’s elections. 

The latest polls show Kilicdaroglu 
edging a victory, with between 49 and 
51 per cent of the vote. More than 50 per 
cent is needed to avoid a run-off in two 
weeks’ time. 

Erdogan, 69, has presided over an eco- 
nomic crisis, holding down interest rates 
as inflation has hit high double digits. His 
government’s inadequate response to two 
earthquakes that struck southern Turkey 
and neighbouring Syria in February, kill- 
ing at least 50,000, has heightened the 
sense that change is in the air. 

Erdogan’s Justice and Development 


Party, known as the AKP, has promised 
free and fair elections. Opposition parties 
have trained teams of lawyers in the hope 
of preventing fraud. But after Erdogan 
hollowed out Turkey’s institutions, 
including its army, judiciary and media, 
scepticism is warranted. Supporters of 
Kilicdaroglu, 74, are mindful of the 2019 
Istanbul mayoral elections, in which the 
AKP claimed victory but a recount deliv- 
ered a big win for Ekrem Imamoglu, who 
will be vice-president if Kilicdaroglu wins. 
A former civil servant, Kilicdaroglu 
wants to restart talks about EU member- 
ship and has indicated he would drop 
opposition to Sweden joining Nato. He 
sees Turkey as a possible broker between 
Russia and Ukraine — although unlike 
Erdogan he would remind Moscow that 
Turkey signed the western nuclear pact. 
These elections have huge implica- 
tions. Erdogan has vowed to respect their 
outcome. He must stand by his word. 


New tricks 


Bridge has a trick up its sleeve. As we 
report today, the game that is seen as the 
preserve of elderly middle England — all 
sips of sherry, coffee evenings and twin 
sets and pearls — is bidding for the youth 
market. Young women especially are 
being drawn to it, and a new novel is seek- 
ing to do for bridge what The Queen’s 
Gambit did for chess. 

We suspect it will succeed. Because 
bridge has never really been the serene 
pastime its image would suggest. Beneath 


the drawing-room courtesy, every rubber 
is a vicious, Darwinian struggle for 
supremacy — intellectual rather than 
physical, but no less passionate and com- 
pelling for that. It is boxing for the 
bourgeoisie. 

This fine game would lose nothing by 
expanding its appeal. We look forward to 
diamond-themed streetwear, club- 
themed nightclubs and grand slams on 
TikTok. And if existing devotees grumble 
about the arrivistes — well, that’s ruff. 


Dominic Lawson 


The euthanasia slippery 


slope is nota fiction 


A dystopian new film from Japan has real-life echoes in Canada 


he cinema is generally thought of as a 
place for escapism. But a film that 
went on general release here on 
Friday confronts its audience with a 
disturbingly realistic glimpse of a 
morally bleak future. Plan 75 depicts a 
Japan in which when people reach the 
age of 75 they are given the option of 
euthanasia paid for, including funeral costs, by 
the state. The government advertises it as 
socially responsible: in one ad an elderly 
woman who has signed up declares, “My 
family will be so proud of me.” 

The director, Chie Hayakawa, told The 
Guardian: “A state-sanctioned solution like 
Plan 75 is far from impossible in a country that 
is growing ever more intolerant to socially 
weak people: the elderly, the disabled and the 
people who have no money.” Ten years ago 
Taro Aso, then Japan’s finance minister, said 
the country’s increasing numbers of elderly 
should be allowed to “hurry up and die” 
because of the burden on state coffers. More 
recently an assistant professor of economics at 
Yale, Yusuke Narita, gained a cult following 
among Japan’s youth after proclaiming: “The 
only solution is pretty clear. In the end, isn’t it 
mass suicide and mass seppuku [ritual self- 
disembowelment] of the elderly?” 

Actually, Japan has not legalised any form of 
euthanasia. The nearest thing in the English- 
speaking world to the dystopia presented in 
Plan 75 is Canada. In 2016 its parliament passed 
legislation permitting voluntary euthanasia, 
limited to those with a terminal illness whose 
death was “reasonably foreseeable”. The 
politicians were following a Supreme Court 
judgment a year earlier, which ruled 
unconstitutional the existing ban on assisted 
suicide. The judges dismissed as based on 
“anecdotal examples” the argument that this 
would “initiate a descent down a slippery slope 
into homicide” of the vulnerable. 

As a Canadian law professor, Yuan Yi Zhu, 
observed in a remarkable article last year for 
The Spectator, entitled “Why is Canada 
euthanising the poor?”, “It only took five years 
for the proverbial slope to come into view, 
when the Canadian parliament enacted Bill C-7, 
a sweeping euthanasia law which repealed the 
‘reasonably foreseeable’ requirement — and 
the requirement that the condition should be 
‘terminal’.” Anyone with an illness or a 
disability “which cannot be relieved under 
conditions that you consider acceptable” was 
now eligible for “medical assistance in dying 
(MAID)”, as it is euphemistically described. 


What followed was predictable. Canadians 
with disabilities who couldn’t get the care they 
needed in a health system under enormous 
strain (sound familiar?) were encouraged to 
take the fast way out. Last year Canadian 
television reported that a 51-year-old Ontario 
woman known as Sophia was euthanised, 
although it turned out that her suffering was 
not just from a chronic condition but despair 
that “her meagre disability stipend left her 
little to survive on”. The CTV News station 
showed a recording of her saying: “The 
government sees me as expendable trash, a 
complainer, useless and a pain in the ass.” 

In December a 52-year-old former soldier 
and Paralympian, Christine Gauthier, testified 
to the Canadian parliament that a government 
official had offered this caring response to her 
complaints about not having a wheelchair lift 
installed in her home: “I have a letter saying 
that if you’re so desperate, madam, we can 
offer you MAID.” It emerged that a number of 
other disabled veterans had received similar 
kind offers. In Quebec over 5 per cent of deaths 
are now from MAID. 

Canada’s parliamentary budget officer has 
proclaimed the financial savings MAID offers 
the state. As Yuan Yi Zhu put it: “Healthcare, 
particularly for those suffering from chronic 
conditions, is expensive; but assisted suicide 
only costs the taxpayer $2,327 per ‘case’.” 

Ihave been concerned for many years about 
how an “assisted dying” law in this country 
might affect the disabled — and attitudes 
towards them. My younger daughter, who has 
Down’s syndrome, is generally treated by the 
state as having “capacity”: that is, the ability to 
take decisions about what she wants, in her 
own interests. But she is highly suggestible, 
which in this context is a great worry. Because 
of this I was invited to attend, in 2011, a focus 
group organised by the disability charity 
Scope, in which its members discussed what a 
UK assisted-suicide law might mean for them. 
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She applied fora 
stairlift and was 
offered death 


One, Andy, talked of how, when he had 
recently been in hospital, a doctor had walked 
up to his bed and said: “I think we should 
seriously consider your future.” Andy went on: 
“We are already pressurised not to demand 
proper medical care, and the pressure would 
become even greater if assisted suicide were 
legalised. It would be a case of “You should 
have yourself killed, mate. Then we won’t have 
to pay your disability living allowance.” 

Another participant, Valerie, said something 
so sad at the meeting: “When I was younger, if I 
fell over in the street, two or three people 
would always rush to pick me up. Now people 
just walk past. I am no longer even part of the 
scenery.” I wrote at the time: “This is the state 
of mind, on both sides, in which assisted 
suicide for the severely physically disabled 
could so insidiously turn from being a 
liberating option into something more like an 
oppressive social obligation.” 

Opinion polls consistently show the British 
public strongly in favour of “assisted dying”. 
But that euphemism (it replaced “voluntary 
euthanasia”) seems to have confused millions. 
When the pollsters Survation asked members 
of the public in 2021, “What do you understand 
by the term ‘assisted dying’?”, and offered four 
definitions, only 43 per cent gave the correct 
answer: “Providing people who have less than 
six months to live with lethal drugs to end their 
life.” Almost the same number (42 per cent) 
thought it meant: “Giving people who are dying 
the right to stop life-prolonging treatment.” 
The latter has always been available: no adult is 
forced to have treatment against their will. 

One thus confused was no less than the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury George 
Carey. Writing in favour of Lord Falconer’s 
Assisted Dying Bill in 2014, he said he had 
switched to this side of the argument because 
“sophisticated medical science ... offers 
people the chance to be kept alive far beyond 
anything that would have been possible only a 
few years ago. Yet our laws have not kept up 
with the science.” 

Irealise he has had quite enough publicity 
recently, but the present primate, Justin Welby, 
got it right in his own contribution: “It would 
be very naive to think that many of the elderly 
people who are abused and neglected each 
year, as well as many severely disabled 
individuals, would not be put under pressure 
to end their lives if assisted suicide were 
permitted by law.” 

That is not fiction. 
dominic.lawson@sunday-times.co.uk 


Hadley Freeman 


Harry’s ghostwriter fell 
into the same trap as me 


While writing her memoir, I began seeing Victoria Beckham as my friend 


t was spring 2006, and I was standing in 
the Beckhams’ garden in Madrid, 
surrounded by footballers I didn’t 
recognise. “I think I just met three men 
called Ronaldo?” I texted my more 
football-savvy friend Jess. I attempted 
conversational French with a man whose 
name I didn’t know but whom two months 
later I would watch headbutting a rival in the 
World Cup: it was Zinedine Zidane. The one 
party guest I did recognise, Gordon Ramsay, 
approached me: “Why are you here?” he 
asked. Apparently, my efforts to look as though 
I fitted in hadn’t worked. 

Why was I there? David Beckham had very 
sweetly invited me to his party because I was 
ghostwriting Victoria’s guide to fashion, That 
Extra Half an Inch, a title that was supposed to 
be simultaneously, for reasons I never entirely 
understood, a reference to high heels anda 
sexual innuendo. But the interviewing part of 
the job was done, and I should have been in my 
flat in London pounding out the book now. So 
why had I flown to Spain for a party attended 
mainly by footballers? The answer was I’d 
succumbed to ghostitis, that common illness of 
ghostwriters when you cross the line between 
observing your subject and liking them. 

JR Moehringer is a far more experienced 
ghost than me, given that my ghosting career 
began and ended in the Beckhams’ house. But 
while reading his article in The New Yorker last 
week about his experiences as Prince Harry’s 
ghost, I detected strong signs of ghostitis. 

“Harry couldn’t escape the wish that Spare 
might be a rebuttal to every lie ever published 
about him,” he writes a touch regretfully. And 
yet it’s striking that Moehringer does the same 
in his article, making sure to mention everyone 
who has ever committed an injustice against 
him, from the “influential critic” who wrote an 
unfavourable review of one of his novels, to the 
British newspapers that reduced the “complex 
emotions” in Spare to “cartoonish idiocy”. The 
most unexpected score-settling comes early 
on: “The ghostwriter for Julian Assange 
[Andrew O’Hagan] wrote 25,000 words about 


his methodology, and it sounded to me like 
Elon Musk on mushrooms — on Mars,” he 
writes. If you’re wondering why Moehringer is 
making this drive-by swipe at O’Hagan over an 
article that appeared in the London Review of 
Books nine years ago, then his next sentence 
should answer that for you: “That same ghost, 
however, published a review of Spare 
describing Harry as ‘off his royal tits’ and me as 
going ‘all Sartre or Faulkner’, so what do I 
know?” Truly, no one can bear a grudge like a 
writer who gets a bad review. 

At the risk of causing Moehringer to foment 
yet another resentment against another ghost, 
some of the claims in his article sounded 
decidedly psychedelic to me. First there was 
his suggestion that Prince Harry and the 
American basketball player LeBron James 
spark a similar kind of mob hatred for the same 
reason: “Racism, surely.” Surely. Then there’s 
his theory for why the discount clothing chain 
TK Maxx disputed one of Harry’s claims in the 
book: “Surely TK Maxx’s effort to discredit 
Harry’s memoir was unrelated to the 
company’s long-standing partnership with 
Prince Charles and his charitable trust.” He’s 
cracked it, folks: it’s the big TK Maxx King 
Charles III conspiracy. 

Watching Moehringer adopt Harry’s mode of 
umbrage and petty retaliation made me smile a 
little nostalgically. Maybe the two men always 
had similar natures, but it’s at least as likely he 
was influenced by the permanently aggrieved 
prince. It’s hard not to imitate your subject 
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Istill wear the 
dresses Victoria 
picked out for me 


when you're a ghost: you spend a lot of time 
with them and they are extremely famous, 
which is, on a sad and superficial level, 
unavoidably impressive. Moehringer mimics 
Harry’s grievances; I briefly considered buying 
a pair of denim hotpants like Victoria’s. 
Tomayto, tomahto. 

Sometimes a ghost becomes disillusioned 
with their subject: in Robert Harris’s 2007 
novel The Ghost, the writer suspects that the 
Tony Blair-esque prime minister was recruited 
by the CIA. O’Hagan realised that Assange 
“thought I was his creature, and he forgot what 
a writer is, someone with a tendency to write 
things down and perhaps seek the truth”. 
Jennie Erdal fell out spectacularly with the late 
publisher Naim Attallah when she revealed she 
had ghosted everything he wrote — from letters 
to novels — in her 2004 memoir Ghosting. 

But I never stopped liking Victoria: after the 
book was finished, she came to London and we 
went vintage shopping together — I still wear 
the dresses she picked out for me — and she 
took me as her plus-one to the Met Gala in New 
York. We walked through it with Jennifer Lopez 
and her then husband, Marc Anthony, and 
when photographers approached us, Anthony 
and I would hold the handbags and stand to the 
side, the less photogenic spouses who knew 
our place. It was fun — she was fun. A little 
isolated, it seemed to me, but that meant we 
had more time to go shopping on the 
Portobello Road. But one day I was told that 
“Victoria’s management” was concerned I 
might sell stories about her, and I never heard 
from any of them again. Why would I sell 
stories about my friend, I thought at the time, 
bewildered and, at 28, still so naive. 

When I see photos of the Beckhams now, 17 
years later, it’s like spotting school friends on 
Facebook you haven’t seen since you left. I 
understand Moehringer’s desire to defend the 
prince he came to like so much, but this feeling 
of fondness is ultimately an illusion. You were 
only ever their creature, and only for a 
moment. 

@HadleyFreeman 
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BREXIT VISION... 


Brees 


Matthew Syed 


We need to wake up: mankind's 
progress could lead to our extinction 


There may be a link between the seriousness of our predicament and the shallowness of our culture 


he author and illustrator 
Tim Urban recently wrote a 
blog post inviting readers to 
imagine human history as a 
1,000-page book. If the 
human species is 250,000 
years old, he notes, this 
would make each page 
equivalent to 250 years. 

A striking thing about this book — let 
us call it the Book of Humanity — is that 
for almost its entire length precious little 
happens. We hunt and gather in much 
the same way for decade after decade, 
century after century, millennium after 
millennium. There may be an 
improvement in the design of an 
arrowhead or a way of tracking 
wildebeest, but otherwise the book is 
grindingly dull. Civilisations don’t 
appear until page 970, and it is on 
page 993 that the era called AD begins. 

But perhaps the most striking thing of 
all is that it isn’t until the final page — 
page 1,000 — that the story transforms 
from tedium into a mind-bending, rip- 
roaring thriller. Changes burst from the 
page like fireworks, including almost 
everything we associate with the 
modern world: industrialisation, 
population explosion, economic 
growth, electricity, cars, computers, you 
name it. An alien reading the book, 
Urban suggested, would be thinking: 
“OK, shit is going down!” 

This long view of history is worth 
pondering since it underlines the 
uniqueness of our age. People have 
probably always believed their time was 
special, but today it is undeniably true. 
Technology is racing ahead in almost 
every field, which is why over the past 
two centuries we’ve enjoyed rising living 
standards, new cures for diseases and 
many other blessings. 


But there is another aspect of this 
final page that I find myself pondering 
more and more: we have crossed the 
technological threshold where we have 
the power to destroy ourselves. An 
obvious example is that the world 
contains thousands of nuclear weapons 
on hair-trigger alert capable of 
annihilating our species many times 
over. In some ways we are fortunate that 
enriching uranium is difficult, which is 
why only nation states have so far 
developed this capability. 

Yet other technologies are emerging 
that put ever more power in the hands of 
the masses. A couple of generations ago 
sophisticated computation was reserved 
for giant machines used by 
governments; now it is embedded in 
every smartphone. Or take synthetic 
biology. The philosopher Toby Ord has 
noted that when this was invented it 
took 13 years and billions of dollars to 
sequence the human genome. Today 
genomes can be sequenced in minutes 
for less than $500, and online synthesis 
services allow anyone to uploada 
sequence and have it constructed — a bit 
like 3D printing — and posted to them. 
Students are using gene-editing 
techniques in science competitions. 

In many ways this democratisation 
of technology is wonderful. It has 
given millions access to opportunities 
beyond the dreams of previous 
generations. But it also has a darker side. 
A few years ago the full sequence of the 
Spanish flu virus (which killed between 
50 million and 100 millon people) was 
posted on the internet and the microbe 
reconstructed; not long afterwards a 
Dutch virologist manipulated H5N1 (a 
bird flu virus that kills 60 per cent of the 
humans it infects) to make it more 
contagious. How long before it is 


possible for a solitary fanatic to design 
and release a pathogen capable of killing 
millions, perhaps billions? 

We need to wake up. Our species has 
crossed the Rubicon and is travelling 
ever deeper into uncharted territory. 
Our ingenuity has made us powerful 
beyond imagination but also acutely 
vulnerable. This isn’t just about well- 
known dangers like climate change but 
the way technology is pushing 
boundaries and incubating risks that few 
are even aware of, let alone confronting. 
A debate about AI has flared up in the 
past month — many of its pioneers now 
believe it could one day destroy us — but 
the truth is that this is merely one item 
on an ever growing list. 

You may comfort yourself with the 
idea that bright people are working on 
the challenge of existential risk. You may 
suppose there are intergovernmental 
forums devoted to the topic; huge 
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We have the 
intelligence to 
deal with this 
danger, but do 
we have the 
wisdom? 


budgets for tackling the powder keg we 
have placed under our future. If so, 
you’d be wrong. Ord notes that the 
biological weapons convention set up to 
police synthetic biology is overseen by 
just three staff with no powers of 
enforcement. Their budget is about the 
same as that of an average McDonald’s. 

We are living in a state of denial, 
inching towards an iceberg of our own 
making while looking the other way. An 
alien reading the Book of Humanity 
would be mystified by how a species 
with the intellect to reach such thrilling 
heights of scientific achievement could 
simultaneously have a political culture 
thrashing about in the shallows of 
decadence and superficiality. At the very 
moment we needed to step up to an 
unprecedented threat, we were busily 
debating whether using the word 
“curry” amounted to cultural 
appropriation. 

And I can’t help wondering if there 
is a link between the seriousness of 
our predicament and the shallowness 
of our culture. 

Perhaps in the same way that 
individuals who struggle with their own 
mortality find creative ways to avoid 
thinking about it, so civilisations facing 
existential risk develop their own kinds 
of distraction. The culture wars, in this 
sense, may be seen not as genuine 
debates but as a form of Freudian 
displacement. The woke and anti-woke 
need each other to engage in their 
piffling spats as a diversion from realities 
they both find too psychologically 
threatening to confront. One is 
reminded of the myth of the Byzantine 
senators retreating to debate the sex of 
angels as thousands of Ottomans massed 
outside the walls of Constantinople with 
cannon and gunpowder. 


Either way, we can’t go on like this. I 
alluded to catastrophic risk in a previous 
column, and one of the most popular 
responses was: “Give it a break! We want 
something uplifting on a Sunday 
morning!” In some ways I understand 
this perspective, but I also think it’s 
increasingly untenable. Life is 
beautiful and precious; a brief 
illumination of existence before we 
depart into a limitless night. I want 
future generations to experience this 
gift, the billions who might yet be 
ravished by the miracle of consciousness 
but whose opportunity will be 
obliterated unless we grip this danger. 

It won’t be easy. Inventions can’t be 
un-invented. A global moratorium on 
advanced AI may sound sensible, but a 
rogue state could secretly push ahead 
before turning on everyone else. As 
with all large-scale co-operation, the 
risk of cheating hovers like an 
apparition. But we mustn’t stop trying. I 
yearn for global leaders to convene a 
forum of the most able ministers to 
confront existential risk; to instruct 
universities to set up multidisciplinary 
departments to analyse it and allocate 
serious funds to mitigating it. 

We have the intelligence to deal with 
this danger, but the subtler question is 
different: do we have the wisdom? 

A few years ago the great biologist EO 
Wilson opined: “The real problem of 
humanity is that we have palaeolithic 
emotions, medieval institutions and 
godlike technology. And it’s terrifically 
dangerous. It’s now approaching a point 
of crisis overall.” 

It was aneat summary of the human 
predicament at page 1,000 of our story. 
Unless we act, we’ll never make it to 
page 1,001. 

@MatthewSyed 


NEWMAN'S 
WEEK 


DUE TO INDUSTRIAL ACTION, 
NORMAL CANCELLATIONS HAVE 


IF UKRAINE NEEDS ARMS, THEY 
SHOULD SEND PENNY MORDAUNT 


TAIWAN 
WELCOMES 
LIZ TRUSS 


HIDE THE BATHROBES 


Adam 
Wagner 
Ifcarrying 
Sellotape is 
an offence, 
this new law 
cannot hold 


ixty-four people were arrested 
on the day of the coronation. 
The Metropolitan Police have 
questions to answer about how 
they exercised vast new 
powers to disrupt peaceful 
protest, as do parliamentarians 
for giving them those powers. 
They say they “regret” that six of those 
arrested “were unable to join the wider 
group of protesters”. Three safety 
volunteers were arrested for carrying 
rape alarms on the grounds that they 
would cause “serious disruption”. 

The Met commissioner, Sir Mark 
Rowley, has defended the force, arguing 
that “tolerance for disruption of the 
coronation celebrations was low”. 
Officers told him crowds “applauded 
and cheered as they made 17 arrests in 
The Mall”. It is concerning that the 
police seem to be seeking the adulation 
of crowds, but the more important 
question arising from last weekend’s 
partial suppression of peaceful protest is 
whether it was anomalous or a sign of 
things to come. 

In the police’s defence, they were 
stuck with enforcing a law, the Public 
Order Act 2023, that had come into force 
two days earlier, having been rushed 
through parliament in time for the 
coronation. Some officers were probably 
getting flashbacks to Covid, when rules 
appeared out of nowhere at the moment 
they had to start enforcing them. 

The Public Order Act marks a big 
change in the relationship between 
citizens and the state. The government 
originally justified the extreme powers it 
gives the police as a response to Insulate 
Britain-style roadblocks, but the powers 
are much wider than that. It is now a 
criminal offence to “lock on” — defined 
as attaching oneself to another person, 
an object or land, causing “serious 
disruption”. It is even an offence to be 
“equipped for locking on”. 

Why is this a problem? Practically 
anything can be used to lock on, 
including glue, string, tape and luggage 
straps. A person attending a protest 
might reasonably bring any of those 
things for, say, making signs. The police 
can arrest anyone they have reasonable 
grounds to suspect is about to commit an 
offence. Given the vagueness of locking- 
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on offences, the number of protesters 
liable for arrest has hugely expanded. 

It gets worse. The 2023 act allows 
police who “reasonably believe” locking- 
on offences “may” be committed to 
carry out stop and search without 
suspicion in an area for up to 24 hours. 
This is a power originally developed to 
tackle knife crime. It is now being turned 
on people taking Sellotape to a protest. 

Another tool borrowed from the 
policing of violent crime is “serious 
disruption prevention orders”. Anyone 
convicted of more than one protest- 
related offence, or of breaching any of 
the huge array of anti-protest injunctions 
now in force, can be ordered not to enter 
town centres or associate with other 
protesters — or do practically anything 
the Home Office can dream up. If they 
breach the order, they can go to prison 
for up to two years. 

More broadly, the Public Order Act 
amounts to a declaration of war against 
the right to protest. Previously, the 
touchstone for interference with that 
right was when disruptive protest spilt 
over into a threat to public order — and 
violence. That is the right balance, 
though nobody says it is easy to achieve. 
Now, disruption in and of itself is defined 
in the criminal law as a threat to public 
order. Many more people will end up in 
prison, as is already happening. 

But I have no doubt the result will be 
the opposite of what the government 
intended. The wider public will avoid 
protests for fear of being caught in the 
police dragnet, like the royal “superfan” 
Alice Chambers, detained for 13 hours 
after standing next to Just Stop Oil 
protesters at the coronation. The people 
who turn up will be more radical and 
will seek ever more disruptive tactics to 
get their voices heard. 

I do not envy the officers who have 
been tasked with disrupting protest. But 
Isuspect the new public order powers 
will lead to plenty more “regrets” before 
they are consigned to the legislative 
scrapheap where they belong. 


Adam Wagner is a barrister at Doughty 
Street Chambers and the author of 
Emergency State: How We Lost Our 
Freedoms in the Pandemic and Why It 
Matters (Bodley Head) 
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COMMENT 


Robert Colvile 


As we squabble over bendy bananas and bash 
Big Tech, investors are quietly slipping away 


ast week the Tories went bananas 
over Brexit. Bendy bananas, 
rather. Kemi Badenoch, the 
business secretary, announced 
that the Retained EU Law Bill 
would be scrapping only 600 EU 
rules straight off, rather than the 
promised thousands — with the 
rescued laws including the notorious 
regulation on the “abnormal curvature” 
of a certain fruit. Backbenchers drew 
angry comparisons with an advert from 
Rishi Sunak’s leadership campaign in 
which a white-shirted office drone fed 
piles of EU rules into a shredder while 
Ode to Joy blasted out on the soundtrack. 
The row wasn’t just about a clash 
between pragmatism and principle. It 
reflected a growing concern among 
Brexiteers that the government hasn’t 
done enough to pinpoint areas in which 
Britain can steal a march on the EU. 
There is a slightly farcical element to 
this — not least the idea that you show 
virility and purity through the sheer 
number of rules you axe, never mind the 
actual detail. But those MPs do havea 
point. Post-Brexit regulation has been a 
policy merry-go-round, subject to 
endless changes of personnel and 
approach. It wasn’t until years after the 
referendum that a specific unit was 


say, the legions working on the Cop26 
climate conference. Yes, there has been 
good work done, such as the Edinburgh 
reforms to financial services. But even 
then the EU may actually beat us to 
reforming the Solvency II insurance 
regime, which has been weighing down 
our investment prospects. 

But it’s not just about EU laws. There 
is a far broader concern — forcefully 
expressed by Sir James Dyson in The 
Times yesterday — that when it comes to 
business and innovation, Britain is 
simply not at the races. 

In 2012 the economist Andy Haldane 
gave a speech highlighting the increased 
scale of financial regulation. He pointed 
out that the ratio of regulators to 
financial service workers had increased 
from 1:11,000 in 1980 to 1:300 in 2011. I 
don’t have access to his methodology, 
but from counting up the numbers in 
various annual reports, I put the figure 
today at roughly 1:75. In other words, the 
number of regulators may have 
quadrupled in just over a decade. 
Likewise, the average FTSE 350 
company report is 64 per cent longer 
than it was five years ago, because of all 
the extra reporting requirements — 
which helps explain why so few 
companies are listing here. 


doing more to deter growth and 
innovation than encourage them. 
Officials are itching to reimpose costly 
checks on food arriving from the EU, 
even though it is demonstrably safe. The 
Natural England quango has done more 
to block housebuilding than any Tory 
backbencher. 

There was a lot of scoffing about post- 
Brexit Britain becoming “Singapore-on- 
Thames”. But the attraction of 
Singapore, as with the faster-growing US 
states, is not just the lower taxes but also 
the way investors are treated as 
honoured guests rather than being 
bounced from department to 
department. In France global chief 
executives are whisked to the Elysée 
Palace. In Britain officials take almost six 
months to answer Dyson’s letters. 
Investment funds with billions allocated 
to the UK describe the process of 
actually deploying that capital as like 
wading through treacle. 

Leaving the EU was always going to hit 
the economy. But the worst forecasts all 
assumed nothing else would change; 
that we would not make ourselves more 
competitive to compensate. 

And indeed on pretty much every axis 
we have done scandalously little to 
adjust. We have raised corporation tax, 


headline figures. But look where? Our 
agile, accommodating planning system, 
which makes it easy to build and power 
factories and laboratories? The plentiful 
and affordable housing we provide for 
their workers? Our world-class transport 
infrastructure? Our rock-bottom energy 
prices? Our world-beating and 
consistent investment incentives? 

I voted Remain, largely because I 
didn’t trust the British state to get Brexit 
right. But after the Leave vote I thought 
it would at least respond to the brute 
necessity to compete. 

Instead, the headlines are filled with 
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bosses such as Dyson and companies 
such as Revolut and Johnson Matthey 
bemoaning Britain’s attitude to 
business, or national champions such as 
ARM listing their shares in New York 
because they feel London is becoming 
a backwater. We are about to bring in 
the world’s most prominent piece of 
tech-bashing regulation, the Online 
Safety Bill, and are threatening firms 
with multibillion-pound fines across 
several pieces of legislation. Meta is 
threatening to pull WhatsApp from 
British phones because of our insistence 
on breaking end-to-end encryption as 
part of the bill. Microsoft is furious that 
our competition authority blocked its 
attempt to buy the maker of Call of Duty 
— which, irrespective of the merits of the 
arguments, surely has very little to do 
with us, as they’re both American firms. 

The prime minister keeps making 
glowing statements about how he wants 
to make the UK a hub for video games, or 
AI, or start-ups. But much of Whitehall 
doesn’t seem to have got the message. 
This, indeed, is our core Brexit delusion: 
that we can still carry on as we were, that 
the world still owes us a living, even as 
the terms of trade have changed. 

I could give example after example, 
but here’s a very simple one. The latest 


firms control more than £10 trillion in 


assets. But only £1.6 trillion was invested 
in this country. And the proportion of 
share portfolios devoted to UK firms had 
fallen from 37 per cent to 23 per cent in 
just a decade. 

Put simply, the smartest investors in 
the country think we’re a bad long-term 
bet. And that becomes a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Without investment there will 
be even less growth. Which is why it’s 
particularly alarming that, of that 
£1.6 trillion, only £40 billion is invested 
in UK infrastructure. 

Ministers are aware of these concerns. 
A review is under way of our 
attractiveness as an investment 
destination. Badenoch’s package of 
announcements had good things to say 
on regulation as a last resort, and on 
getting regulators to consider the growth 
impact of their decisions. But it’s hard to 
shake the feeling that reformers are 
pushing water uphill; that the UK too 
often sees itself as a market leader 
surrounded by a spacious moat, rather 
than a small player that must scrap 
ruthlessly for every advantage. 

A decade ago David Cameron tried to 
popularise the idea that Britain was ina 
“global race”. We still are. And it would 
help an awful lot if we put on some 
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TO THE EDITOR 


‘Inclusive’ language 
is sheer misogyny 


Hadley Freeman spoke to 
doctors who were concerned 
that the word “woman” had 
been deleted from some NHS 
website pages about women’s 
health (“Welcome to the 
doctors’ resistance”, 
Comment, last week). 
Curious, I checked out the 
site’s section on ovarian 
cancer. 

Sure enough, there is no 
mention of women or even 
females on the first page; only 
anote that “anyone with 
ovaries” can get ovarian 
cancer. If you click to page 3, 
this is eventually spelt out as 
“women, trans men, non- 
binary people and intersex 
people with ovaries”. 

I then looked at the section 
on prostate cancer. By 
contrast, this acknowledges 
on the first page that it is a 
disease of the male 
reproductive system. Men are 
mentioned repeatedly on that 
page and throughout. Trans 
women, who also havea 
prostate gland, are never 
mentioned. 

Why is there no need to 
talk about “anyone witha 
prostate” in discussing 
prostate cancer? Why don’t 


men need to be inclusive? 
The whole thing is simply 
misogyny. 

Rebecca Chandler-Wilde, 
Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire 


Captured college 

Freeman writes that the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 
(RCP) rebuked its members 
for questioning the statement 
that biological sex was 
“socially contrived”. She also 
reports that the RCP has 
received a gold award from 
the destructive organisation 
Stonewall. 

This makes me proud to 
say I am not a member of the 
RCP. Having qualified as a 
doctor in England but trained 
as a psychiatrist in the US, I 
remain a distinguished life 
member of the American 
Psychiatric Organisation. 

Those of us who have 
worked in clinical practice 
throughout our careers in 
psychotherapy have been 
aware for a long time that the 
public are being badly misled 
by prejudiced, ideologically 
driven, non-scientific sources. 
Joseph Berger, psychiatrist, 
Netanya, Israel 


We high-flyers are 
now hard up too 


Ali Hussain’s article “£200k a 
year and struggling: affluence 
isn’t what it was” (News, last 
week) brilliantly captures the 
anxieties of the squeezed 
middle in our society. My wife 
and Lare in our early thirties 
and lucky to be in the top 10 
per cent of household 
incomes, but many people 
would be surprised by our 
relatively frugal lifestyle. 

We do not own a car, rarely 
holiday abroad, live ina 
modest three-bedroom 
house, and struggle to put 
away a couple of hundred 
pounds each month despite 
being careful with our money. 
We want to start a family and 
are anxious about the 
pressure on our finances. 

I feel sympathy for those 
who are less comfortable 
than us. It raises the question: 
who is the economy really 
working for? 

Adam Rolewicz, Faversham 


Oblivious to privilege 

You outline the shopping, 
motoring and parenting 
choices that constitute this 
“comfortable lifestyle”. I have 
absolutely no sympathy for 
people who complain about 
the prices in Waitrose as they 
load their shopping into their 
Range Rover and then shoot 
off to collect Jacynda from 
pony club. They are probably 
the same people who are 


appalled when those living in 
council houses have 
smartphones and large TVs. 
Stephen Allison, King’s Lynn 


No incentive 

Some will deride this article, 
but it does highlight the fact 
that the UK is becoming like 
big American cities where 
only the ultra-wealthy can 
afford what used to be a good 
middle-class lifestyle. That is 
nota good thing. 

We want people to be able 
to afford to raise children. We 
want them to aspire to be 
skilled professionals. The 
mark of a successful society is 
a burgeoning middle class. A 
society that doesn’t reward 
honest, hard-working people 
is one doomed to fail. 

Daniel Shaw, Stourbridge 


Elementary maths 

In your example a family with 
£152,404 after tax spends 
nearly £46,000 on school 
fees. Surely a simple solution 
to their problems would be to 
stop sending the two children 
to private schools. They 
would be better off and would 
no longer be supporting a 
system that promotes social 
and economic inequality. 

Jon Cronin 

Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire 


A head for figures 

The headline of your article 
could be improved. A better 
one might be: “Why private 
school is not worth it”. 

Ali Parker, London E11 


The desecration 
of Fireman Sam 


We produced and directed 
the original Fireman Sam TV 
series. During all the years of 
his success, we have never 
commented publicly on his 
further adventures around 
the world. However, pictures 
of Boris Johnson dressed in a 
Fireman Sam costume have 


The creators of Fireman Sam are hot under the collar 


prompted us to change this 
(Martin Hemming, Comment, 
last week). 

For Johnson to benefit 
from these Twitter publicity 
photos, released by his wife, 
is a bitter pill for us. He is as 
far from the ethos of brave, 
selfless firemen serving the 
community as could be 
imagined. 

Jan Frampton and John 
Walker, Weston-super-Mare 


WFH martinets 
are agift tome 


Iam absolutely delighted, as a 
Canary Wharf-based IT 
manager, to read of 
competitors taking a hard line 
against staff working from 
home (Business, last week). 

Recruiting and retaining 
talented IT staff is difficult. 
Anything that makes good 
workers leave office jobs to 
come and work for my 
company — where attendance 
at the office is required only 
twice a month — helps me 
enormously. 

Ihave a team of about 25, 
of whom only five are based 
in London. The rest are based 
around the world. This is not 
a problem. We don’t need to 
sit together in a row to be 
productive. 

Jim Smith, Twickenham 


Scattered workforce 

Iread Jill Treanor’s article 
with bemusement. For 
decades large companies have 
created service platforms 
offshore and outsourced core 


functions, thus separating 
colleagues from one another. 
They argued this was good for 
their businesses. So why is it 
that now, when colleagues 
are separated because they 
wish to work from home, they 
decide it is detrimental? 
Isuspect that the obsession 
with getting workers back 
into the office is really due to 
bosses taking the easy option 
of managing by input (seeing 
people at their desks) and an 
inability to manage by output 
(what those people actually 
produce). 
James Nicholson, Goudhurst, 
Kent 


Virtually alone 

Ido not see the point of 
commuting an hour each way 
to the office to sit on 
Microsoft Teams calls for six 
and a half hours. If there is a 
real reason to be there — 
collaboration, reviews, 
challenging discussions and 
so on — fine; but often the 
reality is aimless hours spent 
in open-plan offices full of 
people wearing headphones. 
Nicholas Reeks, Newport 
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Waiting lists force 
us to go private 


Robert Colvile says the fact 
that NHS waiting lists have 
stopped rising is good news 
for Rishi Sunak (Comment, 
last week). However, there is 
an important reason for these 
figures that Colvile does not 
mention. Many of us who 
have been on waiting lists for 
along time — and have 
suffered painfully as a result — 
have decided to use our hard- 
earned savings, often put by 
for our retirement, to go 
private. The Conservatives 
should not get credit for this. 
Perhaps this government 
can look at how other 
European countries run their 
health services. The NHS has 
been great but is outdated: 
we need a brave party to look 
at healthcare with fresh eyes. 
Elly Bunn 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire 


Rigged numbers 

Let me give Colvile one 
explanation for the fact that 
waiting lists have stopped 
rising. My wife recently saw 
her GP with a view to being 
referred to a consultant. She 
was told that local hospitals 
have closed their lists for the 
type of procedure she 
required, thus preventing the 
numbers from rising. 

To paraphrase the old 
saying, there are lies, damned 
lies and Tory health policy. 
Geoff Johnson, Appleby-in- 
Westmorland, Cumbria 


Docs’ army 

The NHS needs to fill some of 
its 9,000 medical vacancies, 
at least temporarily, while 
long-term recruitment issues 
are dealt with. One way to do 
this would be to commission 
“reserve” doctors. They 
would mostly come from the 
recently retired, be retained 
on the medical register and 
have crown indemnity. 

They would help especially 
in times of crisis such as the 
winter flu season and 
epidemics. There would bea 
need for regular updates and 
mentoring, and they would 
probably not be suitable for 
interventional activities; but 
it would be cheaper overall 
than using agency staff. 

Dr Michael Joy, retired 
consultant physician and 
cardiologist, Taunton 


Unhealthy growth 

Colvile says, “Unless we can 
keep people healthier for 
longer, or galvanise GDP 
growth, we’ll soon have a 
health system with a vestigial 
economy attached.” But 
growth in the economy and 
prevention of illness can be in 
conflict. 

A reduction in gambling, 
drinking and junk food 
consumption would make a 
healthier population, for 
example. So would less car 
usage, especially if it went 
with more walking and 
cycling. But our economists 
class all economic activity as 
good because it adds to GDP. 
Chris Padley, Lincoln 


Old bangers 
go up in flames 


In your story on an electric 
BMW that caused a raging 
fire, you cited research 
stating that petrol and diesel 
cars are four times as likely to 
have fires as electric ones 
(News, last week). But you 
cannot fairly compare 
without factoring in the age 
of the vehicle. The older it is, 
the more likely to have a fault 
that leads to a fire. Most older 
cars have combustion engines 
so you would expect to see 
more fires in that group. 
Examine fires in recently 
produced vehicles and I 


suspect you will see a higher 
percentage of electric cars. 
But there would be strong 
reasons for some to hide this. 
Richard Harris 

Las Palmas, Spain 


Safety comes second 

You report that BMW has not 
admitted fault and the burnt- 
out car has “disappeared”. I 
am saddened to see this 
corporate greed and 
arrogance shown by BMW. 
The vehicle was Ms Samani’s 
property and they should 
suitably compensate her. 
Their current stance is 
deeply suspect. 

Rob James, Sonning Common 
Oxfordshire 


JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE 


Your comments from 
thesundaytimes.co.uk 


When Charlotte Ivers 
declared that lateness was a 
moral failing, she was 
preaching to the converted. 
Nearly 400 of you gave 

D Evans a prompt high five 
for his hardline verdict: 
“Being late says their time is 
more important than yours. I 
just don’t tolerate it.” There 
was plenty more in the same 
vein, so it took bravery for 

J Smith to object: “Some 
people seem to have sucha 
thing as time blindness. Their 
mind processes time 


differently, so to avoid being 
ten minutes late, their 
sacrifice of time and energy 
would be much greater than 
your ten minutes. Maybe bea 
bit more understanding?” 
G Fleming was unmoved: 
“Does their phone not have 
an alarm?” At last Sarah 
Smith took on the prefects of 
punctuality: “I find people 
who are early rude.” So there. 
If lateness triggered strong 
feelings, it was nothing 
compared with fake grass, the 
worst thing you could add to 


your house, according to 
M Nash: “It epitomises why 
the human species doesn’t 
deserve to survive. It 
screams, ‘I hate nature?” 
Mark Longden William 
suggested it “has its place”, 
but Ian Runnicles exploded: 
“Where? Apart from landfill!” 
Matthew Syed’s encomium 
for our multifarious nation 
during last weekend’s shindig 
stirred Eli Jaldow: “What a 
precious message to the 
world: ‘We can disagree 
without wishing to kill one 


another?” Or, as Liz Davies 
put it: “Long live our 
ramshackle constitution.” For 
A Singh, Syed “perfectly 
describes the Britain I know 
and love. And why, after 
years as a global nomad, I’m 
so happy to be home.” 

Do we have room for a joke 
from Michael Ward? “Times 
New Roman and Helvetica 
walk into a pub. The barman 
says, ‘Sorry, we don’t serve 
your type in here.” A comic 
sans compare. 

Rob Nash 


Rosie Varley is right about the 
blight of smartphones in art 
galleries (Letters, last week). 
We have just returned froma 
holiday to Venice, Florence 
and Rome. Our visits to 
galleries were bedevilled by 
phones — and don’t get me 
started on selfie sticks. We felt 
an urge to employ the latter 
ina way wholly unconnected 
with photography. 

Karen Wood 

Bourne, Lincolnshire 


Wolfe's vision 

Varley notes that visitors 
spend more time on the 
descriptions next to each 
painting than the art itself. 
The author Tom Wolfe once 
wrote about this: he 
predicted it would culminate 
in a reproduction the size ofa 
postage stamp, dwarfed bya 
description covering the 
whole wall around it. I wish 
Wolfe were still with us to flay 
the photo-takers. 

Martin Pooley 

Opotiki, New Zealand 


War chest 

Reporting on the coronation 
ceremony, Quentin Letts 
observed that “Tom 
Tugendhat had so many 
medals on his chest, he must 
have been collecting Kellogg’s 
tokens all year” (News, last 
week). I believe Tugendhat 
was awarded those Kellogg’s 
tokens while serving his 


Afghanistan. How many such 
tokens, I wonder, has Letts? 
Timothy Marsh 

Minehead, Somerset 


Shaw shot 

George Bernard Shaw would 
have been delighted by the 
trigger warning applied to 
Pygmalion at the Old Vic (Rod 
Liddle, Comment, last week). 
In fact the whole play is a 
trigger warning, written to 
show the coercive control of 
an entire social class by 
another. It is a tribute to 
Shaw’s brilliance that he was 
able to disguise his brutal 
message within a cosy 
drawing-room comedy. 
Familiarity has since turned it 
into a safe period piece; if the 
new production manages to 
recover the original barbed 
message, as relevant today as 
ever, it will have earned its 
trigger warning. 

David Clouston, Colchester 


French draws 

Lee Thacker points out that 
France gets more visitors than 
the UK, in spite of not having 
a monarchy (Letters, last 
week). That’s because France 
has two things we never will: 
the Alps in winter and the 
Mediterranean in summer. I 
have spent far more on skiing 
trips in France than on 
holidays in Britain. 

Derek Maddison 

Chelmsford 


BIRTHDAYS 


Francesca Annis, actress, 78 
David Byrne, musician, 71 
Cate Blanchett, actress, 54 
Sofia Coppola, film-maker, 52 
George Lucas, film-maker, 79 
Olly Murs, singer, 39 

Tim Roth, actor, 62 

Ruby Walsh, jockey, 44 

Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook 
co-founder, 39 


y 


Á 


As 


Tim Roth is 62 today 


ANNIVERSARIES 


1264 English barons under 
Simon de Montfort defeat 
Henry III at Battle of Lewes 
1607 Jamestown settled, 
England's first permanent 
colony in America 

1796 Edward Jenner's first 
smallpox inoculation 


Letters should arrive by 
midday on Thursday and 
include the full address and a 
phone number. We may edit 
letters, which must be 
exclusive to The Sunday Times 
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(ps0) Regulated 


Complaints concerning 
inaccuracies in all sections of 
The Sunday Times should be 
addressed to complaints@ 
sunday-times.co.uk or 
Complaints, The Sunday 
Times, 1 London Bridge Street, 
London SE1 9GF. In addition, 
the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation 
(Ipso) will examine formal 
complaints about the 
editorial content of UK 
newspapers and magazines. 

Please go to our website for 
full details of how to lodge a 
complaint. 


READERS’ POLL 


Last week we asked: 


Have the Conservatives been in power too long? 


15% 25% 


From a poll of 16,566 Times 


This week’s question: 


and Sunday Times readers 


Are 20mph speed limits a good idea? 


Have your say at sundaytimes.co.uk/poll 
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COMMENT 


Camilla Long 


Charlie’s looking gnarly — if I were the heir 
Fd start pushing for an abdication date 


s a photo, it was extraordinary. 
A lightly powdered, slightly 
greying collection of dusty, 
crusting royals, like the frozen 
figures on an ashen wedding 
cake. In one corner Princess 
Alexandra — wearing white like 
Miss Havisham — was being 
physically held up by the Duke and 
Duchess of Edinburgh. And she wasn’t 
even the oldest in the coronation 
“working royals” group portrait. The 
oldest was the Duke of Kent, 87, who is 
40th in line to the throne. 

Never mind whether the group was 
“too white” or not; it was certainly too 
old. I do wonder if this collection of aged 
and remote, unfamiliar relics in their 
panto robes (average age: 60) is what 
Charles had in mind when he 
imperiously let it be known he favoured 
a “slimmed-down monarchy”. 

Did it at any point occur to him, when 
he was running a fat, bejewelled finger 
down the family tree, that, far from 
having the luxury of slimming things 
down himself, he would find that it had, 
by the time he got to it, drastically self- 
slimmed to the point of extinction? 

No Andrew; no Harry; no perky 
Yorkies. No Tindalls or Phillipses: none 
of the youngsters. No one under 50 
apart from William and Kate, who are 75 
in spirit anyway. You found yourself 
falling hungrily on Princess Anne for a 
bit of punky rebelliousness. 
Swashbuckled up in her man’s trousers, 
man’s boots and big old witchfinder’s 
cape, Anne, 72, is definitely the best king 
we never had. 

But, apart from her, Charles 
desperately needs to hire. 

As for the coronation itself, it didn’t 
help that the visual language was 
“ancient cursed king finally wakes up in 
The Lord of the Rings”. Here we were 
expected to watch Camilla, a woman of 
75 dressed up in a white gown with, 
essentially, two bridesmaids, be united 
with a man who looked as if he might 
pass out when he got up. 

At one point, halfway between being 
dressed and undressed — there is 
nothing more ageing than being passed 
around like a naked toddler — he 
struggled to stand up from the throne. I 
said to a friend, why didn’t they zhuzh it 
up a bit? Sack off some of the more tiring 


HUGO BURNAND/ROYAL HOUSEHOLD 2023/PA 


ES | 


Ged 68080008 0060 Ue 


TYTY 


The King and the post-coronation Buckingham Palace photograph of his “collection of aged, remote and unfamiliar relics” does not inspire much excitement 


bits from this two-hour marathon? 
Reduce the Shrek trumpeters? But 
apparently if you leave off the armills or 
the gold sticks, it doesn’t count. 
Coronations themselves are ageist: 
they’re far too knackering for old 
people. 

Few people who watched last 
weekend can have been in any doubt: 
this was truly a bizarre, once-in-a- 
lifetime circus of swords and royal 
girdles. Not many people had ever seen 
a coronation: what, exactly, is it? Is it a 
wedding, a celebration, a funeral? It 
defied classification. My feeling was: 
funeral. It marked not the beginning of 
something, but the end of a period of 
great excitement, hope, change, drama 
and trauma in the royal family. You can’t 
help but feel that there’ll be nothing now 
until George is grown up and picks 
someone nobody approves of. 

Is Charles aware of this? The stretch of 
nothingness that needs to be filled with 
personality and passion and 
entertainment? It’s not that I mind older 
people doing jobs for as long as they 
want — the Queen did hers much better 
than almost anyone at 96. But, even as a 


rookie at 74, Charles already seems over 
it: he has failed at the first hurdle, 
namely, producing an inspirational, 
dazzling, hopeful and forward-looking 
coronation. Most of it was kind of glum. 
The most thrilling part was when the 
unacceptable wing of the family strolled 
into church. 

I was hoping for more theatre, more 
sumptuous taste, more gasp-worthy 
moments, more “trees at Kate’s 
wedding”. Instead we got Charles 
slumped in orange and purple, like a 
drunk Christingle. Had anyone thought 
through the visuals when it came to the 
portraits? Compare Charles’s coronation 
pictures with the Elizabeth’s and they’re 
not even the same art form. We’re 
constantly told that Charles is the 
“artistic” one. But why hang out with all 
those annoying luwvies if they can’t help 
you with the one serious performance of 
your career? 

It won’t do, this uninspiring, 
threadbare, wheezing collection of 
corpses. The late Queen knew that 
monarchy was essentially a vacuum, and 
that it was up to you to fill it with 
pageants, investitures, parties, 


receptions, fly-pasts, good news stories; 
not just boring plans for quiche or weird 
invitations. She was no less socially 
awkward than Charles, but she worked 
hard to build a relatable world around 
her. I don’t even know what Charles’s 
world is, apart from squirrels. 

It matters, how the King behaves; how 
he projects the hopes of a nation. The 


66 


There'll be 
nothing new 
now until 
George grows 
up and picks 
the wrong 
girlfriend 


senior royals are the big guns in our 
diplomatic armoury. Donald Trump 
wasn’t interested in meeting Theresa 
May; he wanted tea with the Queen. 
Who will rush to a banquet with Charles? 
Not Joe Biden. If royals can’t do the one 
job they’re hired for, then what is the 
argument for royalty? 

And then there is William, who is now 
king in waiting: never has there beena 
keener heir. A recent episode of The 
Crown showed Charles pushing for his 
mother’s abdication; John Major rushed 
to tell people this was “damaging and 
malicious fiction”. Well, he would say 
that, wouldn’t he? 

It can’t have failed to occur to William 
and certainly Kate that the sooner the 
crown comes to them, the better. Kate 
has already packed more personality 
and excitement into her candid snaps of 
the children than Charles managed in 
the whole coronation cycle. Plus: those 
heart-soaring family videos. One week 
on, I’m wondering if they shouldn’t be 
pushing for his abdication, before his 
vision for the monarchy, if there is one, 
becomes too gnarly, too tired, too 
moany, too dull. 


Queue jump 
curse catches 
up with Phil 
and Holly 


To telly-land, and the juddering 
Holly and Phil implosion. 

We're told the pair, who've 
shared the ITV sofa for nearly 
14 years now, are in the middle 
of a “feud”. 

I'm not sure what the “feud” 
is, but it appears Schofield is 
toast, having displeased the 
M&S/Garnier brand 
ambassador by not giving her a 
heads-up that his brother was a 
paedophile and/or refusing to 
publicly “address” the fact they 
jumped the queue for the 
Queen's coffin in September. 

Willoughby has been so 
fewmin that Schofield 
admitted the past few weeks 
“haven't been easy for either 
of us”. But that was also 
viewed as a “betrayal” by Holly, 
leaving Phil “scared” and 
Monday's episode hanging in 
the balance. 

“Monday's episode is very 
much D-Day,” said a source, 
“but the same could apply to 
any day next week.” 

Monday's episode hanging in 
the balance? 

It could be D-Day all week? 

To quote Kourtney 
Kardashian: “Kim, there’s 
people that are dying.” 

Who are these two self- 
indulgent, rhinestone- 
encrusted, shrieking merchants 
of trivial me-me-me drama? 

| don’t mean to be rude, but 
by the end of the year, when 
Schofield’s contract runs out, 
we could all be dead froma 
nuclear attack by Putin or 
overrun by Al robots wearing 
Elon Musk masks. Do we need a 
minute-by-minute narration of 
the most lightweight hair-off 
since Big Brother series 3? 


Tomiwa 
Owolade 


Week ending 


Cleopatra, black? Excuse my Greek 


@ I visited Glasgow for the 
first time last week. I was 
first struck by how steep the 
roads were. As I was 
walking to my hotel late at 
night, I thought 
desperately: “Am I in 
Glasgow or San Francisco?!” 
My legs felt sore after a 15- 
minute walk from the 
station to the hotel, and I 
greatly regretted not calling 
a taxi. Thankfully, the 
grounded pleasure of 
ordering a beer anda pack 
of peanuts in the quiet hotel 
bar compensated for any 
pain I had hitherto felt. 
Walking around the city 
the very next morning, I 
was charmed by the late- 


but youre talking out of your asp 


Ihave been reluctant to 
comment on the controversy 
over the upcoming Netflix 
docudrama Queen Cleopatra. 
For those who don’t know, 
the fact that a black woman, 
Adele James, is playing 
Cleopatra has annoyed 
everyone from scholars of 
Egyptian antiquity to 
modern-day Greeks and 
Egyptians. 

Cleopatra was not of sub- 
Saharan African descent, as 
we now typically understand 
the term “black” to mean, but 
of Greek origin. But 
describing someone from the 


ancient past as black or white 
is anachronistic anyway. The 
Greeks thought everyone 
who didn’t speak their 
language was a barbarian. 
Ihave been reluctant to 
comment because I don’t 
think I could add anything to 
the discussion. But a recent 
article in The New York Times 
fascinated me. Gwen Nally, 
an assistant professor of 
philosophy and Mary Hamil 
Gilbert, an assistant professor 
of classics, argue that 
Cleopatra was “culturally 
black”. By this they mean she 
was “part of a culture and 


history that has known 
oppression and triumph, 
exploitation and survival”. 

It is bizarre to view 
“blackness” as a synonym for 


the experience of oppression. 


Because that means Irish 
people are black, Jewish 
people are black, countless 
Asian ethnic groups are 
black, Armenians are black, 
women are black, gay people 
are black ... Welcome to the 
club, all of you! And to any 
group I have missed out, I 
apologise; I can’t fit all of you 
in. The boat is already getting 
creaky. 


Victorian style of the 
architecture; I felt like 
someone dumped ina 
Sherlock Holmes novel. 

But as I was heading back 
to the railway station to 
catch the London train in 
the afternoon, I walked 
along Sauchiehall Street and 
I had a sudden sense of déjà 
vu. I had seen this all before. 
There was a Boots. There 
was a Subway. There was a 
fish-and-chips place called 
something like Blue Lagoon. 
There was also (of course) a 
Greggs. 

The British high street: 
the great connective thread 
of our towns and cities. 


Whole worlds vanish 
when a language dies 


Gwenno Saunders is a Welsh 
musician who sings in both 
Welsh and Cornish (her 
father is the Cornish poet 
and linguist Tim Saunders). 
In 2018 she released an 
album entirely in Cornish 
called Le Kov. Her music is 
haunting and melodic; she 
has a lovely voice. What I 
admire more than her 
music, however, is her noble 
project to promote an 
endangered language. 

Cornish was virtually 
extinct by the end of the 18th 
century. There has been a 
recent movement to revive 
it, but the number of people 
who speak the language 
fluently is less than 1,000. 

I believe schools 
throughout the UK should 
teach languages such as 


Welsh and Cornish: our 
native tongues. Because a 
language is not just words. It 
contains poetry, songs, 
tales, humour and proverbs; 
it is a vast treasury of 
memories and experiences. 
About 6,500 languages 
are spoken around the 
world, but, according to the 
website Our World in Data, 
by the end of this century 
the figure will go down to 
3,000. And by the beginning 
of the 23rd century, only 
100 languages will remain. 
This sounds dystopian to 
me. As Saunders said in an 
interview on ITV a few years 
ago: “I think it’s the cultural 
and linguistic differences 
that make the world so 
fascinating.” Dwi’n cytuno. 
That’s Welsh for “I agree”. 


NEWMAN'S 
VIEW 


IT'S A BIG MISTAKE - 
IT MEANS HE'LL MAKE 
ANOTHER TERRIBLE MOVIE 


Adouble 
booked seat 


I love reading on public 
transport. Whenever I havea 
long journey lined up, I am 
giddy with the prospect of 
conquering page after page of 
a book in one fell swoop. 

On the Tube on Thursday I 
didn’t read a book. Buta 
woman sitting next to me did, 
and after she left the train, 
another woman came and sat 
in the same place, and was 
reading the same book: 
Cleopatra and Frankenstein 
by Coco Mellors. 

Ihave no idea what the 
book is about, but I reflected 
that it was far better to see 
the name of Cleopatra on the 
cover of a novel quietly 
consumed on public 
transport than bandied about 
inaloud and angry debate 
centred on racial grievances. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE JUMBO CROSSWORD 370 


Across 


1 Woodland flower sometimes called wild hyacinth (8) 
5 “In proportion, as the bourgeoisie grows in wealth, the __ 
grows in numbers” (Friedrich Engels) (11) 

12 Joseph Conrad novel; Ripley’s spaceship in Alien (8) 

13 Pop princess who sang with Nick Cave on the murder 
ballad Where the Wild Roses Grow (1995) (5,7) 

15 Yearly event that marks a failed 1605 regicide attempt (7,5) 

16 “Allis not well. I doubt some __” (Hamlet) (4,4) 

17 Edible brown-skinned flatfish with orange or red dots (6) 

18 __ plays DI Neville Parker in BBC TV’s Death in Paradise (4,6) 

22 Roman leader who invaded Britain in 55BC and 54BC (6) 

23 Fungus, for example (8) 

24 Loose name for a small insect which may bite (4) 

28 A person who would call the Granite City their home (10) 

29 Inthe Second World War, “Stuka” was an abbreviation of 
the German for __ (4-6) 

31 A word which can be prefixed by tight, guide or tow (4) 

32 2006 film based on the life of a martial artist in the last 
years of the Qing dynasty (8) 

33 Ina West Sussex nest in 2020, three __ were the first born 
in Britain for about 600 years (6) 

36 Another name for airships (10) 

37 Environmental activist (pictured) who conducted a 1996 
tunnel-based protest against the expansion of the A30 in 
Devon (6) 

40 Type of shoe historically worn by native Americans (8) 

41 Illness often diagnosed by pain at McBurney’s point (12) 

43 Inthe 1970s, Robert ___’s photography focused on the gay 
sexual subculture of New York (12) 

44 The sauce for this kind of curry 
usually includes green chilli, 
onions and tomatoes (8) 

45 Indulging in plunder and 
pillage (11) 

46 Stephen __ was a co-writer 
and co-director of The Office, 
with Ricky Gervais (8) 


Down 


1 Great ape native to part of the Congo basin (6) 

2 Adjective that could be used to describe Paddington (6) 

3 Cue sport which can be played normally with two sides of 
the table against walls (3,9) 

4 Tolerated something unpleasant (6,2) 

6 Blind jazz/blues pianist man who had a 1960 hit with 
Georgia on my Mind (3,7) 

7 __ and Vilnius were the largest cities in the Second Polish 
Republic that later became cities of the USSR (4) 

8 Actor and star of the 2010-14 BBC sitcom Rev (3,9) 

9 Hairstyle famously worn by child star Shirley Temple 
(pictured) (8) 

10 __ starred in 264 episodes of Murder, She Wrote (6,8) 

11 “I’ma model, you know what I mean. And I do my little 
turn on the catwalk.” (I’m Too __, Right Said Fred) (4) 

14 To act ina way inviting disaster (4,3,1,4) 

19 The hypothalamus and amygdalae are parts ofthe __ (6,6) 

20 Comedian Jenny ___ was pleasingly named for her 2012 
Celebrity Masterchef appearance (6) 

21 The __ was a 1969 book about promotion, intended to be 
satire (5,9) 

25 Therufous-bellied __ is Brazil’s national bird (6) 

26 Not officially connected with an organisation (12) 

27 Musical featuring the songs Happy Talk and Some 
Enchanted Evening (5,7) 

30 Coated abrasive used for smoothing and polishing (10) 

34 Originally American term for someone operating deviously (8) 

35 A fork-rooted plant once said to have magical powers (8) 

38 In Greek myth, counterpart of the 
goddess Minerva (6) 

39 “Never corner an opponent, 
and always __ him to save his 
face” (Liddell Hart) (6) 

AO Operatic character whose tiny 
hand was frozen (4) 

42 Liquid produced by mashing in 
beer and whisky making (4) 
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Place the numbers | to 9 in the 
spaces so that the number in 
each circle is equal to the sum of 
the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct. 


CELL BLOCKS 


18 


Divide the grid into square or 
rectangular blocks, each 
containing one digit only. 
Every block must contain the 
number of cells indicated by 
the digit inside it. 


SUDOKU 


Each row, column and 3x3 box 
must contain the digits 1 to 9. 


WARM-UP 


VERY HARD — PRIZE 1535 


KIL 


T2 


Each row, column 
and 3x3 box must 


Winners will receive a Collins 
English Dictionary & Thesaurus. 


contain the digits 
1to 9. The digits 


To enter, complete the Very Hard puzzle and call 0901 292 
5275 (UK only) (ROI 1516 303 500), leaving your answer 
(the numbers in the three shaded squares) and contact 
details. Or text SUNDAY2, followed by a space, then your 
answer (three numbers) and contact details — eg 


within each group 
of cells joined by 
dotted lines must 
add up to the 
figure in the top- 


SUNDAY2 123 John Smith, etc — to 64343 (UK only). Calls 
cost £1.00 (ROI €1.50) plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard 


left-hand corner 
of each group. 


network charge. Winners will be picked at random from all 
correct answers received. Lines close at midnight on 
Saturday. If you call or text after this time you will not be 
entered but may be charged. When entering by phone or 
text, please provide your FULL name and address details, 
as incomplete entries may be charged but not entered. 


Within each 
dotted-line group, 
a digit cannot be 
repeated. 


STUCK? Call our clue line to get four clues for the Very 
Hard puzzle on 0901 293 6265 (ROI 1514 515 120). Calls 
cost £1 (ROI 76c) plus your telephone company’s network 


access charge. For full terms and conditions, visit 
thesundaytimes.co.uk/comprules. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 
3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm) 


Rie 
Sirs 
Rac 


From these letters, make 
words of four or more letters, 
always including the central 
letter. Answers must be in the 
Concise Oxford Dictionary, 
excluding capitalised words, 
plurals, conjugated verbs 
(past tense etc), adverbs 
ending in LY, comparatives 
and superlatives. 

How you rate 

19 words, average; 26, good; 
37, very good; 48, excellent. 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 1834 


Ene SRAN 


BEEBE ME 
ae ene 
Across 


1 Mulish (8) 
6 Bounding stride (4) 
8 Glorious (11) 
9 Nil (4) 
10 Mutton kebab (8) 
11 Sooner or later, eg (6) 
13 Diplomatic agents (6) 
15 Serene (8) 
17 Demonstrate (4) 
19 Not to be broken (11) 
21 Alluring (4) 
22 Appeal (8) 


Down 


2 Convulsion (5) 
3 Made to order (7) 
4 Pussycat’s partner (3) 
5 Peerless (9) 
6 Aquatic bloodsucker (5) 
7 Turn to stone (7) 

10 Conquer (9) 

12 Field rodents (7) 

14 Apparent (7) 

16 Clever (5) 

18 Plain (5) 

20 Eviscerate (3) 


TETONOR MODERATE 


5 8|8 10|11 15 40 55 


Each number in the main grid can be formed by adding or 
multiplying a pair of numbers in the strip below the grid. Each 
pair of numbers should be used twice: once as part of an 
addition and once as part of a multiplication. For example, a 10 
and 24 in the main grid may be solved by the sums, 4 + 6 and 4 
x 6, respectively. Enter each sum in the boxes below its answer. 
Any blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 


MEPHISTO 3272 


PEPE PEEP 
PP; Ey Et 
ray ET Te 
MTT Et TPP yy 


ADDRESS ..........scescesseesssees 


John Grimshaw Across 
1 School contest starts on 
Zoltan Kodaly work with 
fine soprano (11) 

9 Court official losing core 
right that’s 
long-established (4) 

11 Early evening primrose in 
Verona graveyard (6) 

12 What sounds like William 
Shakespeare’s open 
ramping of tension (7) 

13 Mineral, one with sulphur 
again found in Delaware (8) 

14 Nirvana for sucha 


Down 


1 Detail from polling, say, 
advances Liberal (9) 

2 Eighth in house has no 
time for what dwarves 
sing? Ah, well (7) 

3 Truss aide’s arranged 
she’ll attend (9) 

4 Rule out move 
vigorously (5) 

5 Formerly serve church tea 
thrown together (7) 

6 Eye up search on internet 
with no progress (4) 

7 Father’s holding extended 


CROSSWORD 5059 


Robert Price 


Post your solution to The Sunday Times Mephisto 3272, 
PO Box 29, Colchester, Essex CO2 8GZ, or email 
puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk 


The first correct solution picked at random after next 
Saturday wins Collins World Atlas: Complete Edition, 
worth £30.The next four will receive £20 Waterstones 
gift vouchers. Open to 18+ UK & ROI residents only. 


The Chambers Dictionary 13th edition is the primary 


fiere tortion 


33 A doctor puzzled during 


15 Ending for one piece 


Buddhist finally (5) breath (5) 
16 Appointed authority 8 How one can say fairies 
Zambia introduced to unsettle (4) 
Charles (4) 10 Enzyme reversed deposit 
18 Indian state backing in eye seen regularly (7) 
article given to ranting 15 A nerd gets awfully 
about girl (11) alienated (9) 
20 Beginning on origami 17 Pennine cairn he will 
cuckoo with inner folds (7) create noisily (9, two 
23 View about right university words) 
embraced by younger 19 Darwin’s bird came into 
anthropologist (11) being all over (7) MAME SE RAE AREER AEE T AE 
24 Russian unit of distance, 21 Dividing cells quickly Pm 
not volume, formerly (4) about to accommodate DRESS ONN PPPOE IAA EPEA EEE PEPENE E POEET 
27 Female elder, one in tons (7) 
outskirts of Entebbe (5) 22 Small horseshoe, mostly | | AR PH eae enmnimetentenentenitienemientnene 
28 Laugh with little weight something like c (uand n Across Down 
on female sumo included) (7) 
aenneennacenacensansacanassanseanesenscnnsconecenecaanee champion (8) 25 Eddy under lee wave or 1 Shrub’s rating in puzzle — 1 Little bridge support 
30 Croft slaughtered over hill (5) hard! (8) collecting river plant (6,4) 
piglet around start of 26 Raised capital — nothing 5 Show boldly cut to 2 Magistrates crime 
Hogmanay (7) to repay as before (5) accommodate piano (6) detectives listened to (7) 
31 Nearly all accepting 28 Take off in car, certainly 9 Intricate prank, but 3 Warcraft one team rowed 
——>¥ Northern Ireland idealist, covering miles (4) ruined (8) with another over (6) 
World = perhaps (6) 29 Ace, king given upin game | 10 Parrot fancier’s hobby? (6) 4 Unaffected by wicked 
Atlas > 32 Airline transferring Lima played for dollars? (4) 12 Before a town crier almost magic (12) 
to Thailand and elsewhere replaced a comedian (4,9) 6 Shop quick to stifle 
(4, two words) 14 International pilot (4) abuse (8) 


7 Port in anew mug (7) 


reference. Readers may email comments or queries to loud noise of digestive about intellectual 8 Rush out of capital city, 
puzzle feedback@sunday-times.co.uk tract’s end (11) property (10) avoiding the centre (4) 
17 Off course old vehicle has 11 Measurement by part of 
river to follow (10) the UK Met Office (8,4) 
19 After retiring finally 13 Sadly ego stops scientists 
CODEWORD KENKEN settled on Lincoln (4) surveying (10) 
22 Oldstyle darts can bust 16 Wine? Enter a US 
7-15 water vessels (4,3,6) alternative! (8) 
In the grid, each 40x 10E 24 Essay by a writer of tales 18 Disaster of old in loveless 
Ti number represents in verse (6) old city (7) 
aletter of the 18+ 25 Fruit fly brought back 20 Puzzles sound diverting 
alphabet — all 26 ro Fatale | i] only from the east (8) devices (7) 
letters are used. 26 PM forced out by border 21 Runner in decline, not 
Use the initial clues Bt ar chaos (6) entirely careful (6) 
in the code table to 27 Does Love Island 23 Plots showing up in emails, 
work out the rest of EES featuring oldies for a regularly filtered (4) 
the code. r B change (8) 
STUCK? To get 
four random extra 30x 
letter clues, call 
0901 293 6266 
(ROI 1514 415128) or a ae 
text STCLUE to The first correct solution opened after next Saturday wins 
64343 (UKonly). | allthe digits 1m Gmustappesrinevery | agaleeton ef reten? Penk eines nya J 
Calls cost £1 (ROI row and column. In each thick-line and Bradford's Crossword Solver’s Dictiony, published i 
75c) plus your “block”, the target number in the top by HarperCollins. Three runners-up win the Collins 
telephone left-hand corner is calculated from the Englign Dictionary & Thesaurus: Fost solutions Ke The 
company’s digits in all the cells in the block, using Essex. í CO28GZ, or email: ze chtrles@eunday: Me P N 
network access the operation indicated by the symbol. times.co.uk. Open to 18+ UK & ROI residents only. ee] 
charge. Texts cost 
£1 plus your 
standard network | CLUE WRITING CONTEST 1968: CENTAUR 
charge. SP: Spoke, 
0333 202 3390 You are invited to write a clue for the word above, in our pone eps: chat vate eaeny hanker 
(ROI 0818 205 403) cryptic crossword style. The best entry selected after _— head OPEN BS Nar TEE iat CONNER wey mers 
(Mon-Fri 9am- next Saturday wins a £25 Waterstones voucher. Email 
5.30pm). your entry to puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk. For a full report, visit thesundaytimes.co.uk/cluewriting 
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NEWS REVIEW 


Martin 
Hemming 


Why bother 
reading this 
column? Just 
toit 


setfire 


J ave you even written 10,000 
_ words if nobody reads 
them? Or even just 1,200 
words, the approximate 
| length of this column — or at 
— _ least the length my editor 
| has asked me to write, 
which I will endeavour to 
| reach before the bit that 
says “Jeremy Clarkson is 
away”. Let’s see how it goes. That was 
five more words right there. And that 
was another seven. (You get the idea. 
They can always make the picture bigger 
or something.) 

I only raise such a profound 
philosophical question because it’s a 
genuine one facing students at 
Edinburgh University. Due to industrial 
action by teaching staff, they’ve been 
told there’s a chance their dissertations 
may not get marked before they are due 
to graduate. For the lazy and feckless 
student, that could well be stonking 
news. Have a... 2:2. Congratulations. 

For the more conscientious 
undergraduate, however, it could be 
quite annoying to say the least after a 
year or more of research and writing — 
or, more realistically, a year or more of 
intense fannying about followed by a 
frantic few final weeks of research and 
writing before dashing to Ryman to get it 
ring-bound in time. But still: annoying. 

Seeing as everyone else in the country 
is on strike, it’s no surprise that 
academics are walking out — if they ever 
walked back in since the last time things 
got a bit picketty. But it’s a cruel blow to 
a cohort of 2lish-year-olds who could 
have been doing something useful with 
their time, like getting a job and starting 
to pay back their £50,000 of debt. 

Iremember that 10,000-word rite of 
passage all too well. Luckily I now have a 
job ona weekly newspaper, where 
deadline panic only lasts until Saturday 
night. It’s not that unrelenting third-year 


SUNDAY TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER JAMES GLOSSOP 


Edinburgh University students’ dissertations may not 
be marked. Below, a teacher in Paris set fire to his pupils’ 
exam scripts because they were “catastrophic” 


dread, waking every morning with a few 
brief seconds of peace before the arrival 
of the thought: “Oh, gawd, I’m not still 
writing that flipping thing, am I?” It was 
character-building, I guess. 

Ten-thousand words seemed so 
daunting then. That seems a bit silly now 
I know that it is possible, when you 
really want to get to the pub, to write 
1,000 words of just-about-publishable 
words in, ooh... 90 minutes. But at the 
time it was traumatic and it’s a lot of pain 
to go through if it all could be thrown 
into a gaping void. Because, let’s face it, 
nobody’s going to read your dissertation 
unless they’re being paid to do so. 

The only thought that kept me going 
at the keyboard was that somebody, 
anybody at all — even if it was a weird 


professor with niche research interests 
and a drinking problem — might read it 
and go, yeah, decent. I probably got into 
journalism for the same reason — though 
hopefully to be read by more than a 
single person. (There’s plenty of room 
for “yeah, decents” in the comments 
section online, by the way.) 

The Edinburgh strike is probably 
raising another pertinent question 
among its students. Namely: should we 
just get rid of dissertations? Whereas 
humanity might possibly be denied the 
odd first-class thesis that might pave the 
way to a genetic cure or a unique new 
building material, most dissertations are 
— like most degrees and PhDs, let’s be 
honest — sort of pointless. My 10,000- 
worder for my geography degree was 
called “(Dis)play Time: On the 
Performative Geographies of an Outdoor 
Education Centre”. (It was all about 
brackets and colons and strange plurals 
in academia in 2004.) It had a quote 
from a Smiths’ song on the opening page 
and, looking back, it was as peculiar as it 
sounds. 

Ihad peers who studied slightly more 
useful things such as river flows and 
microfinance initiatives in Brazilian 
slums. Mine was a pretentious 
intellectual exercise that I could handily 
combine with a summer job in said 
outdoor education centre, though it did, 
to be fair, get into some knotty gender 
theory at a time when JK Rowling was 
still mainly known for wizards. It was 
pretty good, actually, and despite being 
available to borrow from the Cambridge 
geography library, I’m 99 per cent sure it 
has only ever been read by me and the 
chap who marked it. 

Come the next academic year, when 
not even that many people will have 
looked at their stuff, students will quite 
rightly be asking: should I bother with 
any of it? And they’d have a point. 
Cambridge has warned its students that 


they might be graduating late this year 
while striking staff get round to marking 
their finals. If you are or have an 18-year- 
old applying to university, you might 
well be asking not only will there be 
marking, but will there be any teaching? 
You'll certainly be doubting whether 
anyone will be checking whether you’ve 
kept the world count to less than 10,000. 
Edinburgh said that it is making “every 
effort to provide results, degree award 
outcomes and progression decisions to 
students by the published timelines” — 
but there would be some “temporary 
variations”. 

If the lecturers really want to make 
their point, they might look to France, 
where a Paris school teacher called 
Monsieur Immordino made a markedly 
more dramatic protest last week. He 
grabbed 63 of his pupils’ just-completed 
English exam scripts — many of them 
blank or half-complete — took them out 
into the street, put them in a bin and set 
fire to them. “I saw the exams. They 
were catastrophic,” he said. But this 
wasn’t a cover-up for how badly he had 
taught the lessons, honest. It was the 
curriculum. “We see students who have 
spent seven years in this system and 
can’t string two words of English 
together. The fault is with the system.” 
Bien sûr it is. 

Again, many of the students will have 
been delighted (“Shall we assume I got a 
C, sir?”). Immordino has been 
suspended until his trial in October. 
Even so, if I were a more swotty sixth- 
former in France about to revise for my 
exams, I’d be seeking hard guarantees 
that my answers won’t go up in flames. 

OK, now to file my copy, which I hope 
somebody reads. I’ll do it by email in 
case the editor has access to a 
wastepaper basket and a lighter. (1,100 
words. Will that do?) 


Jeremy Clarkson is away 


TEASER 3164 


Andrew Skidmore 
Touching Base 
Liam has a pack of twenty 


There are two cards with 
ONE, two cards with TWO 
etc, up to two cards with TEN. 
He has taken four of the cards 
to construct an addition sum. 
The largest value card he has 


If I now work in the base 
equal to that sum (ie, base 4 in 
the example), and consistently 
replace letters with single 
digits, this gives a correct 
sum. All of the possible digits 


What is the total of my 
addition sum? 


Send your solution to: The Sunday 
Times Teaser 3164, PO Box 29, 
Colchester, Essex CO2 8GZ or email 
puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk. 


WEATHER 
AROUND THE WORLD 


TODAY'S WEATHER 


Acold front associated with an area of low pressure to the 
north of Iceland will bring a band of cloud and rain across the 
British Isles through the day, reaching western Ireland and 
Scotland by the early hours of the morning and losing strength 
as it moves into England and Wales through the afternoon. 
Light and variable winds through the morning for most, 


Amostly dry day with sunny intervals. Light and variable 
winds. Max 22C. Thick cloud and showery rain. Min 8C 


A dry morning, showers in the afternoon. Light to moderate 
northwesterly winds. Max 21C. Outbreaks of rain. Min 8C 
Channel Is, SW and Cent S England, S Wales 

Largely dry with a little rain later. Light to moderate 


cards; each card has a used isthe sum ofthe values in that base are used. ihe nist two e a ENE OPE oe = en = = 
number printed on it asa of the other cards, eg, ONE + Leaving the answer in the Waterstones voucher. Open to 18+ UK & n `, 
word rather than figures. ONE + TWO = FOUR. working base, ROI residents only. Auckland 1B ish Madrid 20 f Q WeatherQuest 
Bangkok 37 th Mexico City 23 th 
Barcelona 2 sh Miami 28 f 
Beijing 32 Moscow 15 sh 
by 25 g4 when the Belgrade 16 sh Nairobi _ 26 th 
CHESS David Howell awkwardness of the black BRIDGE Sally Brock Berlin 21 New Delhi 45 f 
knights becomes apparent Bogota 16 th New Orleans 33 th 
Histori . aei Boston T7 New York 2 f 
istorically, world champions 24...Nd6 Now Black has time to | My partner Barry MyersandI grand slam. However, he i i 
would often prefer to maintain get organised. 25 Ba2 Re8 26 like nothing more than tobid could see that there was no russe s z Oslo 20 = 
their energy—andtheiraura— h4Kg727Rf1Rad828Bd2e4 | grand slams — especially advantage to playing in Budapest B i Panama 32 ; 
by limiting their tournament 29 Bf4 e3 30 Radi Nfe4 A case | without asking for aces. This diamonds and went back to Buenos Aires 2 Paris a z 
appearances. Ding Liren has ofthe wrong piece. 30...Nde4! | is a recent example: spades. an 33 Hee i u : 
chosen the opposite approach. 31 Nxf7 Rxd1 32 Rxd1 Nf2 was Iruffed the club lead and Calgary 20s Rio de Janette 23 7 
Having won the worldtitleat strong. 31 Bxd6 Nxd6 32 Bxf7 | EW vulnerable, Dealer South saw that I could improve on Cape Town P s Roma : oTe 
the end of April, Dingcelebrated Nxf7 33 Rxf7+ Qxf7 34 Nxf7 needing a diamond break. I Caracas 25 th San Francisco 19 s 
by immediately travelling to Rxdi 35 Qxd1 Kxf7 36 Qe2 2K94 cashed the ace ofspadesand | Casablanca 20 Santiago ZEE 
Romania for the Superbet With White’s queen so passive, ase played a spade to dummy. Chicago ae Seoul aa 8 
Chess Classic. He started this endgame should be a draw. #952 When spades were 3-2 [ruffed | Dubai as Seychelles 28 th 
slowly, failing to scorea victory 36...Ke7? A decisive error. èJ Mage another club in hand, crossed | Dublin Teh Singapore 3 oth 
in the first half of the event. After 36...Kg7! 37 KfI Re5 38 Kel | ¥ 83 ¥9742 back ina red suit, ruffed the peck 7 ; Stockholm 24 f 
White: Alireza Firouzja Bc5 any queen move can be : 1888 t 3z  stclub, crossed back ina Gibra a 28 Sydney 9 sh 
Black: Ding Liren met by 38...e2. 37 Kfi! Now the a red suit, drew the last trump ae a at P Tel Aviv 23 
Superbet Chess Classic, white king will act asa 4 AQJ108 and claimed. Helsinki E Tenerifa 9 f 7 
Bucharest 2023 blockader, freeing its queen to PANIG Hong Kong E Tokyo ai 
+ Q1087 Istanbul 20 f Toronto 6 f 
8 do damage. 37...Rf8+ 38 Kel é- Last week’s problem Jersey 7-F Trinidad 3 Th 
7 : Pr Scans a fe a West North East South A AK875 Johannesburg w Tunis 27. f 
bay Tg P 25: Ke744Qe5, Kd7 45Qg7+ | pas 26 Pas 2 yo Lapaz a Venice Gh 
[kT kT Fass 34 Pace a9 Lagos 30 t Vienna 2r 
Y Kd6 46 Qxg6+ Ke5 47 Qe8+ *KQ93 
a (87, Qo! » me Ja zs a | Pass = 4@ Pass 4Y Lima 5 f Warsaw 2 sh 
7 Kf4 48 g6 Rb1+ 49 Ke2 Rb2: ac #01042 k UK and Ireland forecast 
3 A fid hoe BOT Pass 5Y Pass 6% = a Lisbon 24 s Washington DC 23 f 
Vay pe Ui 7 50 Kd3 Rd2+ 51 Kc4 Rg2 52 á ss P a§ Y QJ86543 v- 
2| By ; ae Qf7+ Black resigns Šan 7k neg + KJ1082 + A765 Key c=cloud, dr=drizzle, ds=dust storm, f=fair, fg=fog, g=gales, h=hail, 
1 EY mY Spot the Move 1375: #10 #AJ652 | m=mist, r=rain, sh=showers, sl=sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, th=thunder, w=windy 
abcdefgh Black to play 41963 
We joina tense middlegame. 6 The first two bids are Y41097 
Black is a pawn up, but White’s +- 2 7z «~* c< YG, straightforward but what ` a 4 EUROPE 
pressure against e5 and f7 6 a z at U7 j, should South rebid? I thought West North East South turning moderate northwesterly later 
provides good compensation. 5 ER Y a it was best to conserve ay Dble All Pass 
24 Ng5 This is the perfect 7 2 4G OF W bidding space, so chose a REGIONAL FORECASTS 
position to demonstrate the quiet two hearts. Partner’s 
l ee 3 fh RF MA, ; London, SE England 
importance of prophylaxis in Yo three spades showed game- North leads the spade king. 
chess. White could have 4 m = ne forcing values andthree-card Ruffand play a low heart, 
obtained an advantage with 24 l EZ ZA support. Again, I decided to making whenever trumps Midlands, E England 
Ba2! This can be found by abcdef g a keep it low with a simple four are 3-3, or 4-2 with a a g 
realising Black’s next move will | Nepomniachtchi- Vachier- club cue-bid. Partner cue-bid doubleton honour. 
be 24...Nd6, attacking the Lagrave, Bucharest 2023. four diamonds, I bid four 
bishop on c4. By retreating pre- Vanquished challenger hearts and, liking his hand for Any of you with time on 
emptively, White leaves the Nepomniachtchialso elected not | slam, he continued with five your hands next weekend 
opponent tied up and to take a break after the world hearts. He surely had the king might like to watch us and 


struggling to untangle. For 
example, 24...Kg7 can be met 


championship match. Can you 
see how Black won material? 


Send your solution (first move only), to Sunday Times Spot the Move 1375, 


The Sunday Times, PO Box 29, Colchester, 


Essex CO2 8GZ, or email to 


puzzle.entries@sunday-times.co.uk. The first correct answer drawn after next 
Saturday wins a £20 Waterstones voucher. Open to 18+ UK & ROI residents only. 


of spades to bid above game 
level, so now all I needed was 
the king of diamonds. My six 
clubs confirmed first-round 
control and when he bid six 
diamonds I raised him to the 


others in the Senior Camrose 
which is being played in 
Wales. The link for watching 
with live video commentary 
on RealBridge is 
kibitz.realbridge.online. 


LAST WEEK'S SOLUTIONS 


CODEWORD 


SUDOKU WARM-UP 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE JUMBO CROSSWORD 369 


Across: 1 Alma-Ata, 5 Vehicles, 9 Smew, 13 Turkoman rug, 14 Binnacles, 15 Tundra, 


16 Leeward Islands, 18 Dame Shirley Bassey, 21 Eid, 22 Turin, 23 Ryanair, 25 Nidors, 27 Silver leaf, 


28 No win no fee, 31 The BFG, 33 Breasts, 34 Chill, 36 SQL, 37 Catherine Earnshaw, 
39 Lisa Stansfield, 41 Icicle, 44 Euphorbia, 45 Kirk Stevens, 46 Yo-yo, 47 Praesepe, 48 Red Army 
Down: 1 Aptitude test, 2 Mirin, 3 A votre santé, 4 Ajax, 5 Vermeil, 6 Highwayman, 7 Cyberwarriors, 


@ A largely dry day with 
lengthy spells of sunshine and 
the odd shower across Spain, 
Portugal and the Balearics 

@ Bright intervals and 
scattered showers in Italy, 
Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica and 


@ Largely dry with sunny 
intervals and one or two 
showers in France, Germany 
and the Low Countries 

@ Mostly dry with bright 
spells and some patchy light 
rain across the Baltic states, 


Scotland 


northwesterly winds. Max 20C. Patchy cloud and rain. Min 6C 
N Wales, NW England, Isle of Man 

Cloudy with outbreaks of rain. Light to moderate 
northwesterly winds. Max 19C. Mostly dry and clear. Min 5C 
Cent N and NE England 

Thick cloud and patchy light rain. Light to moderate 
northwesterly winds. Max 18C. Cloudy and rainy. Min 4C 


Bright periods and outbreaks of rain. Light to moderate 
northwesterly winds. Max 15C. A few light showers. Min 1C 

N Ireland, Republic of Ireland 

Bright intervals and showery rain. Light to moderate 
northwesterly winds. Max 14C. Light showers at times. Min 3C 


9/6/2/8/3|7/1|5|4 RAAE EEA AAEE Weer Side 12 Wall cay EA EEA Malta, turning heavy at times | Ukraine, Poland, Slovenia 
nnul, elanie Gritrith, est olde, all-eyed, icrolignt, oral philosophy, j 
7|8|1|2|5/4|3|6/9 20 Sandie Shaw, 24 Alan Bleasdale, 26 Yellow jersey, 29 Nicene Creed, 30 Periwinkle, @ Sunny spells and outbreaks | and the Czech Republic THE WEEK AHEAD 
4|5|3|6|9|1|8|7|2 32 Backstop, 35 Psaltery, 38 Enlarge, 40 Amber, 42 Clear, 43 USSR of showery rain across @ Sunny intervals and the 
3/1/5|4/6|9/2/8|7 Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, odd light shower through the 
8|4|9|7|2|3|5]1]6 MEPHISTO 3271 Turkey and the Balkans afternoon in Scandinavia 
6/2|7|5|1|8|9l4|3 Across: 1 Asteria, 6 Niqab, 11 Rinthereout, 13 Lyddite, 14 Britzkas, 16 Ardri, 17 Sculpt, 18 Lagena, 
20 Swee, 21 Aves, 23 Mimosa, 25 In rixa, 27 Pyres, 29 Abjectly, 31 Huddles, 32 Look askance, 
5 : 5 z z . 3 2 33 Udons, 34 Respite Down: 1 Aroba, 2 Sierra, 3 Etat, 4 Rhizine, 5 Arya Samaj, 7 lodous, 8 Quillworts, 
9 Attap, 10 Beef tea, 12 Didgeridoo, 15 Koala bear, 18 Laithfu’, 19 Ripecks, 22 Sindon, 24 Select, 
2|7|4|3|8|5|6]9|1 26 N'ould, 28 Sycee, 30 Chap SUN, STREETLIGHTS & MOON 
CROSSWORD 5058 i 
SUDOKU 1534 Across: 1 Surmount, 6 Visits, 9 Band, 10 Blind drunk, 11 Past participle, 12 Herald, 14 Sopranos, cae pated a ati be 
5]3)916/218111714 16 In tandem, 18 Rely on, 20 Charlotte russe, 23 Possessing, 24 Bout, 25 Lets go, 26 Guernsey g 
7 6l8l4 1319/215 Down: 2 Unaware, 3 Midst, 4 Upbraided, 5 Thirty-something, 6 Vedic, 7 Strip mall, 8 Tangelo, Aberdeen 04:51 21:18 04:49 03:53 14:17 
13 Anapaests, 15 Porbeagle, 17 Nice one, 19 Obscure, 21 Lasso, 22 Urban Belfast 05:19 71:20 05:18 04:02 14:38 
4/1/2/5/9/7|3|6/8 Birmingh 0513 054 OEM an 1424 Monday Tuesday Wednesday 
6|9/7/8/3/5|2]41 1 SPOT THE MOVE 1374 CONCISE CROSSWORD 1833 m ET a u Bright intervals | Mainly drywith | Thick cloud and 
1/8|3|2|7|4|5|9|6 1Bf6! wins: 1...Bxh6 2 Rxh6. Black can only Across: 1 Alumni, 4 Whoops, 7 Hard tack, 9 Stag, risto ` : ` = = and outbreaks of bright spells anda | rain in the north, 
2|4/5/9/6/1/8/3/7 prevent 3 Rh8 mate at catastrophic 1 Flower people, 13 Centre, 14 Racket, 16 Neighbouring, | Cardiff 05:22 20:55 05:21 Orit anal rain and showers | few light showers | dry and sunny in 
i 18 Page, 19 Strategy, 20 Stymie, 21 Lesson Cork 05:42 21:18 05:40 04:07 14:53 . 
7 2 1 i 8 3 4 > 3 material loss Down: 1 Ache, 2 Unrelentingly, 3 Noteworthy, 4 Wok, aim == z Ea 1 for most. Max 14C_ | at times. Max15C | the south. Max 16C 
TEASER 3163 5 Outspokenness, 6 Segments, 8 Core, 10 Repatriate, = Z z si = 
3|7|4|1|5|2|6|8|9 1,2,3,2,3,5,2,2and1 12 Schnapps, 15 Post, 17 Hymn, 19 See Glasgow 05:06 21:19 05:04 03:59 14:28 
oop era London 05:10 20:43 05:08 03:32 14:18 
KILLER SUDOKU TETONOR TODAY'S SOLUTIONS Manchester 05:10 2K00 05:08 03:45 1424 
8/1/2]7/9/3/6)/5/4 23 | 182] 33 | 108 Newcastle 05:00 21:04 04:58 03:46 14:19 
7/5|/4/1/[6/2/8/9/3 cares rral SUKO CELL BLOCKS POLYGON Norwich 04:59 20:42 04:58 03:28 1410 
ela 9|al8l5|1|7]2 achy, acyl, ahoy, aryl, ashy, cardy, Plymouth 05:30 20:55 05:29 03:46 14:37 
215 14 188 | 51 | 168 | 34 chary, choosy, clary, clay, cloy, coaly, 
3 8 91617) a as [a7 aa] elTe] coly, cosy, dohyo, dory, dray, dryas, : ee a : 
1(7|8/6/2/9/3/4/5 7 hardy, hoary, holy, hoody, hooray, NIGHT SKY Venus, unmistakably brilliant in the W at nightfall, 
9/4/6[3/5/7/2\1/8 or | | 31 | 280 harsy, hoya, fra, hydro, lacy, lady, lies 131m km from Earth tonight and stands to the 
alel7lol4lalsiaia| [ice lialeor sys arpa] sx yoo rayal. Sealy, cay). eehalyerd, ary, right of Mebsuta in Gemini, a yellow supergiant : 
4/8/115/3/6}/7/2/9 CEACE shady, shaly, shay, shoaly, slay, soya, star which is 840 light years away and 8,400 Thursday Friday Saturday 
519/31217/1)4) 8/6) [isla lief ats lzelzzl x Telas yahoo, yard times more luminous than our Sun. Castor lies to pik Sean eae ree aa Bp a val 
: . ; : È: A 3 the right of Pollux and 15° above-left of Venus. and outbreaks 0 ay for most, WIth sunny Spens 
Wi C d 5056 M Threasher, Wi be, Si t, B Abi , Purl Th , Berkshire, T Cooke, Andover, H: hire, A Ridley, Maidenhead, Berksh nif C i ini 
inners Crosswort reasner, Winscombe, somerset rams, Purley on Ihames, Berkshire, ooke, Andover, Hampshire, idley, Maidenneat erKsnire Mars, at278m km, is almost in line to the left of rain and showers some light rain in and a few patches 


Mephisto 3269 J Woodham, Cowbit, Lincolnshire, A Essex-Cater, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, G Pollitt, Glazebrook, Cheshire, G Spanton, Bathford, Somerset, A Vincent, 
London SE20 Teaser 3161 L Davis, London NW7, SD Hodges, Kenilworth, Warwickshire Chess 1372 K Kiernan, London EC2 Sudoku 1532 S Fennell, Cardiff 


Castor and Pollux. Alan Pickup* 


in places. Max 17C 


the north. Max 18C | ofrain. Max 20C 


Se RELLELALESEEL ER EET 


EE nine 


Shhh 


Tas 5 
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19 fantastic offers from our carefully selected partner Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Your holiday is ABTA and ATOL protected when you book with Imagine Cruising. Trustpilot TIMES Travel Offers 
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For Imagine Cruising bookings call 
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MORE THAN JUST A HOLIDAY. 


Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Experience 


The Celebrity Eclipse® is a masterpiece of 
design, bringing together all the best features 
of modern cruising with a sublime ease. 
Celebrity Eclipse® includes favourites that 
regular passengers have found so appealing 
on its sister ships, like the manicured real grass 
expanse in the Lawn Club area as well as a 

full array of facilities, dining options and fun 
activities that any passenger could wish for. 


Embrace South America’s awe-inspiring 
landscapes, fascinating culture and diverse 
attractions, during a luxurious Celebrity 
voyage and unforgettable tours. 


Your thrilling South America holiday begins with a three-night hotel stay 

in Lima, complete with a wonderful city tour and unforgettable Palomino 
Island tour, where you'll be gifted close encounters of sea lions. You'll then 
explore the fascinating Incan ruins of the Sacred Valley and savour a tour of 
Machu Picchu, an awe-inspiring ancient city perched on a mountaintop. 


Following a two-night hotel stay in Santiago, your adventure continues as 
you embark the exceptional Celebrity Eclipse® for a voyage brimming with 
bustling cities, jaw-dropping waterways, and icy landscapes. Highlights of 
your cruise include Puerto Madryn, a city known for its gorgeous wildlife 
and stunning landscapes; picturesque Ushuaia, nestled at the southern tip 
of South America, and a scenic cruise through the stunning channels of the 
Strait of Magellan. 


You'll disembark in Buenos Aires and spend two nights soaking up its 
vibrancy and breathing in its fusion of European and Latin culture. A three- 
night hotel stay in Iguazu follows. Here, you'll embrace two fully escorted 
tours of the misty Iguazu Falls from both its Brazilian and Argentinian sides. 
As you traverse this iconic sight, you'll marvel at the striking landscapes, 
fascinating wildlife, and tepid rainforests that encompass it. 


A two-night hotel stay in Brazil’s vivid and colourful capital city, Rio de 
Janeiro, awaits, paired with a tour that includes a visit to the embracing 
Christ the Redeemer statue which overlooks the city. 


“BABTA 


ABTANo.Y6300 


IMAGINE’ 
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Discover the incredible 
Iguazu Falls 


Marvel at the largest waterfall 
system in the world, bordered by 
lush vegetation, looped with walking 
trails. Surrounded by tropical 
rainforest where colourful toucans 
reside, you'll be accompanied by 
the distant roar of one of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in the world. 


You'll get to experience the Iguazu 
Falls from both the Brazilian and 
Argentinian sides and get right up 
close to this magnificent spectacle, 
comprised of more than 275 falls, 
the tallest of which towers more 
than 82 metres high. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising” 


Ultimate South America with aaa 
Iguazu Falls and Machu Picchu 


28 Nights 
Departing March 5, 2024 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 
12 night all-inclusive cruise on board 
Celebrity Eclipse® 


Classic Drinks Package, Wi-Fi and Tips 


Visiting: Lima, Palomino Islands, Sacred Valley, Machu 
Picchu, Cusco, Santiago, Valparaiso, Chilean Fjords 
(scenic cruising), Strait of Magellan (scenic cruising), 
Punta Arenas, Ushuaia, Cape Horn (scenic cruising), 
Puerto Madryn, Montevideo, Buenos Aires, Iguazu, 
Rio de Janeiro 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Complimentary Palomino Islands tour 
Sacred Valley tour including: 

Salt Mines of Maras 

Moray and Ollantaytambo Ruins 
Machu Picchu tour 

Buenos Aires city tour 


Walking tour of Iguazu Falls including both the 
Brazilian and Argentinian sides of the falls 


Tour of Christ the Redeemer 


Hotel Stays 


Four-star hotel stays in Lima, Cusco, Santiago, Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro with breakfast 


Five-star hotel stays in Iguazu and Sacred Valley 
with breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure) 


INSIDE from 


£5,999 


OCEAN VIEW from 


£6,499>> 


VERANDA from 


£6,999pp 


CONCIERGE CLASS from 


£7,999» 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call Q thetimes.co.u k/imagine 
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Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change, Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


ai 


18 NIGHTS 
FROM 


£7,499pp 


Luxury cruise on board 
Silver Shadow 


Authentic experiences. Simple pleasures. Shared 
moments. Silversea’s Millennium Class luxury ship 
Silver Shadow offers you the freedom and space to 
enjoy your cruise holiday the way you want it. Silver 
Shadow retains Silversea’s essence - spacious suites, 
a complement of only 382 guests, superior service 

- paired with a lively cosmopolitan atmosphere and 
enhanced amenities. 


Discover the tranquil French Polynesian islands 
during a five-star Tahitian retreat and a 
six-star, all-inclusive Silversea cruise. 


Arriving in paradisal Tahiti - the largest of the French Polynesian islands - you'll begin 
your unforgettable holiday with four luxurious nights at the remarkable InterContinental® 
Tahiti Resort & Spa. Here, you're afforded stunning views of the island and spacious 
rooms and suites to unwind in come evening. Relish fine dining at opulent restaurants 


and bars, as well as a spa and private beach. 


You'll then join Silversea’s Silver Shadow for your opulent sailing of the breathtaking 
French Polynesia and Cook Islands, savouring expansive all-suite accommodation, 


opulent lounges, superior personalised service, and first-class amenities on board. 


Some of the highlights of your voyage include calls to Fakarava, home to captivating exotic 
wildlife, and Nuku Hiva, where deep valleys meet rolling landscapes. Stunningly remote 
Rangiroa follows, where you'll encounter turquoise waters teeming with underwater life, 
and romantic Bora Bora, an island dotted with inviting fabled lagoons and some of the 


world’s most spectacular sunsets. 


You'll then uncover Raiatea’s treasure trove of rugged beauty, followed by the endlessly 
intriguing Mo’orea Island, where you'll enjoy one of many warm welcomes, being greeted 


with traditional music and dance. 


Return to Pape’ete, where you'll disembark and savour a final night's stay where your 
holiday began - the InterContinental® Tahiti Resort & Spa - before your return flight 
beckons. The combination of luxurious accommodations, stunning destinations, and 


warm hospitality makes this an unforgettable holiday of a lifetime. 


IMAGINE’ 
CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. Trustpilot k * k x # 


Five-star hotel stay at the 


SAVE UP TO 


£2,500 


PER COUPLE* 


COMPLIMENTARY 
LUXURY FIVE-STAR 
TAHITI HOTEL STAY 


eae 


InterContinental” Tahiti 
Resort & Spa 


With dramatic volcanic peaks and an 
aquamarine lagoon backdropping 
expansive verdant gardens, 
InterContinental® Tahiti Resort 

& Spa offers a sumptuous stay, 
synonymous with paradise. 


The perfect place to begin and end 
your luxurious getaway, here, you'll 
discover beautiful pools and an 
indulgent spa provide stylish ways 
to relax. The Te Tiare Restaurant 
serves delicious Polynesian cuisine 
while the Le Lotus Restaurants 
serves a gourmet menu ina 
stunning overwater venue. 


€ 


Luxury all-inclusive French Polynesi 
Silversea voyage and Tahiti escape 


Sunday, May 14, 2023 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 
13 night all-inclusive luxury cruise on board 
Silver Shadow 


Visiting: Tahiti, Fakarava Atoll, Atuona, Nuku Hiva, 
Rangiroa, Bora Bora, Aitutaki, Rarotonga, Mo'orea 
Island, Tahiti 


Complimentary premium shore excursions 
included at every port* 


Pre-paid gratuities and complimentary Wi-Fi 
on board 


In-suite butler service and fully stocked fridge for 
all suites 


All-inclusive beverages including fine wines, beers 
and premium spirits 


Complimentary Luxury Hotel Stay 


Five-night five-star hotel stay at the 
InterContinental® Tahiti Resort & Spa with breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


VISTA SUITE from 


£7,499- 


CLASSIC VERANDA SUITE from 


£8,499» 


SUPERIOR VERANDA SUITE from 


£8,799» 


DELUXE VERANDA SUITE from 


£9,499>> 


“Offer includes one excursion per guest, per port/day. Additional excursions 
available at an extra charge. Main image is intended for illustrative purposes 
only. +Prices shown include discount and savings are based on booking 
directly with Imagine Cruising. 
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Board the exquisite COMPLIMENTARY 
Queen Elizabeth OCEANVEW TO 
BALCONY 

When the late Queen Elizabeth II conducted the U PG RADE 


naming ceremony in her own honour in October 


2010, she continued a marvellously regal formal 


cruising tradition. Cunard has maintained all the COMPLIMENTARY 
refined styling, amenities and service associated FULLY ESCORTED 

with the Golden Era of cruise sailing and added TOUR OF MOUNT 
modern facilites, leisure and entertainment FUJI AND TOKYO 

opportunities. HOTEL STAY 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 

Nine-night full-board cruise on board 

Queen Elizabeth 

Complimentary Oceanview to Balcony upgrade 
Visiting: Hong Kong, Manila, Hualien, Keelung, 
Kagoshima, Tokyo 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Great Wall of China and Summer Palace 
Temple of Heaven, Forbidden City and 


From China’s ancient wonders to Japan’s 
magnificent landscapes, explore the best these 
intriguing destinations have to offer during 
fully escorted tours, paired with a luxury 
Cunard cruise. 


Tian'anmen square 
Terracotta Warriors 


Complimentary tour of Mount Fuji including the 
Hakone Ropeway cable car 


Complimentary boat trip across Lake Ashi 
Complimentary high-speed bullet train to Tokyo 


Hotel Stays 


Three-night five-star stay in Beijing at the Kuntai Hotel 
or similar with breakfast 


Embark on an unforgettable holiday with an adventure through China and Japan, 
discovering some of the most iconic landmarks and breathtaking scenery these Discover 


destinations have to offer. Your journey begins in Beijing, where you will spend Terracotta Army Two-night five-star hotel stay at the Wyndham Grand 


three nights exploring the vibrant city. Wander through the sprawling Forbidden Xi'an South or similar with breakfast 


Xi'an is world-renowned for its 


One-night five-star hotel stay in Hong Kong the 
remarkable Terracotta Army, 


City, surrounded by opulent imperial gardens and shrines. 
Harbour Grand Kowloon or similar 


Complimentary two-night four-star hotel stay at the 
Grand Nikko Tokyo Daiba or similar 


Next, transfer to Xi'an to embark on an elusive Terracotta Army tour, where you'll which is considered one of the 
most mysterious and awe-inspiring 
creations on the planet. This 


be amazed by over 8,000 life-like soldier sculptures. Afterward, board Cunard’s 


majestic Queen Elizabeth and set sail on a magnificent cruise. Highlights of the 


All Flights and Transfers 


incredible archaeological discovery 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


trip include visiting Hualien, Taiwan, where you can witness the beautiful Taroko MER mecen animarse 


National Park in full bloom and explore Keelung’s unique blend of Japanese-era digging a well, and upon further 


buildings and modern skyscrapers. investigation, an astonishing INSIDE from 


£4,199- 


OCEANVIEW from 


£5,199» 


number of life-sized soldiers were 


As the cruise concludes, disembark in Yokohama and enjoy a final two-night stay in oa A AN 


Tokyo. Take a memorable Mount Fuji tour and be awed by Japan's natural beauty. unique feature, including hairstyles, £5,199., Pole... 
With a mix of vibrant cities, cultural landmarks, and stunning scenery, this journey expressions, and armour, and they a ¥ mu 
is sure to be unforgettable. From the iconic landmarks of China to the breathtaking encircle the tomb of Qin Shi Huang, 


scenery of Japan, this trip will leave you with memories to last a lifetime. the first emperor of China. 


| ONLINE CRUISE CODE: ASA7799 
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O-fly luxury Cunard voyage, Italian 
~ Lakes and all-inclusive Venice 
=». Simplon-Orient-Express 


19 NIGHTS 
FROM 


£5,999pp 
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Board the regal 
Queen Victoria 


There’s something distinctly refined and regal about 


a Cunard cruise and the beautiful Queen Victoria SAVE U P TO 


certainly upholds the fine traditions of this luxury £ 2 8 0 0 
r 


line. Even before you board this beautiful ship you'll £ 
note the trademark black and red livery which, PER COUPLE 
together with her sleek modern design, immediately 

sets the theme of proud cruising heritage married COMPLIMENTARY EIGHT- 
with innovative features for today’s cruise guests. NIGHT FULLY ESCORTED 
ITALIAN LAKES TOURS 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
Eight-night full-board cruise on board Queen 
Victoria 


Complimentary Oceanview to Balcony upgrade 


Visiting: Southampton, Cádiz, Málaga, Palma de 
Mallorca, Civitavecchia 


Embark Cunard’s elegant Queen Victoria, delve 
into the wondrous Italian Lakes, and savour a 
timeless journey on board the Luxury Venice 
Simplon-Orient-Express. 


Rail Journeys 
Complimentary scenic rail journey through the Swiss 
Alps on board the Bernina Express 

Two-day full-board luxury Venice Simplon-Orient- 


Express train journey from Verona to Paris 
You'll begin your enchanting holiday in Southampton and embark the peerless Queen Standard Premier Eurostar rail journey from Paris to 


ane , ; : : SE London 
Victoria. Throughout your cruise, you'll relish luxurious cabins, gourmet dining, and grand 


ballrooms in between calls to Europe’s most charming destinations. You'll stop in the 


Hotel Stays 


richly diverse city of Cadiz; cultural Malaga - the birthplace of famous artists including Two-night four-star stay in Florence 


Relax on board 
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 


Picasso - and picturesque Palma de Mallorca, where you could indulge in delicious tapas Complimentary four-star hotel stays in Lake 


before strolling the city’s picturesque streets. Maggiore, Lake Como and Lake Garda 


The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express All hotel stays include breakfast 


Next, you'll disembark in Civitavecchia and explore Florence’s centuries-old architecture 
is a highly sought-after luxury train All Transfers 


during a two-night stay and next, enjoy scenic waterfront walks during your tour of the : f j 
journey that offers an immersive 


Italian Lakes. : : 

experience echoing the golden 
In Lake Maggiore, you'll encounter vibrant villages and savour sumptuous Italian cuisine age of travel. With opulent décor, EXCLUSIVE TO IMAGINE CRUISING 
before transferring to vivid Lake Como - set against the backdrop of the Rhaetian Alps. gourmet dining, and unparalleled 


Here, you'll experience stunning mountain scenery on the Bernina Express as you travel service, this journey takes you 


1 i INSIDE from OCEANVIEW from 
to St. Moritz. Next, in charming Lake Garda, you'll relish a three-night hotel stay and sale eb) Europes mest sunning £5,999 £6,999 
landscapes. IRAR Pee 
explore its narrow cobbled streets, gaze up at decadent Renaissance architecture, and 
stroll through its verdant gardens. Iconic carriages, timeless elegance, BALCONY from GRILL SUITE from 


£6,999» £8,999» 


and attention to detail make it an 
unforgettable experience - it's no 


wonder that this train is considered 
the finest regional ingredients - with a three-course lunch. You could then savour a one of the most luxurious in the 


You'll then transfer to Verona and embark the luxurious Venice Simplon-Orient-Express. 
During your journey to vars, youl indulge In exce penal cuisine. “Preparer using *Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill Suite 
refreshing drink at the champagne bar before you'll conclude your journey in Paris and world. 


return home on board the Eurostar. 


R | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7689 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Intimate cruise 
on board 


Royal Clipper elicits admiring looks wherever it 
goes, and its interiors are equally impressive. 

It provides an intimate and luxurious 
experience while its amenities combine modern 
conveniences with timeless touches. From 

the sumptuous setting of the library to the 
underwater portholes of the Captain Nemo 
Lounge and a crow’s nest from which you can 
admire the views, it's a ship that provides a 
thrilling and memorable nautical adventure. 


Spend seven nights in utter bliss during a 
Barbados beach escape before taking an 
intimate cruise around the Caribbean with 
Royal Clipper. 


Barbados, a haven of sprawling white sandy beaches, twinkling azure 

waters and verdant palm forests, is where your adventure begins. Savour 
a seven-night hotel stay and soak up Barbados’ pristine views of towering 
palm trees that whisper in the breeze, turquoise waters and indulge in the 


luxuries of this beautiful island. 


In Bridgetown, witness the most prestigious horse racing events at the 
Garrison Savannah or explore the historic sites. Admire the city’s grand 
historic architecture or explore George Washington House, the same 
house and surroundings where the first U.S. president stayed on his visit to 


Barbados. 


Following your stay, you'll settle in for an extraordinary seven-night cruise 
on board the magnificent Royal Clipper. On board there’s every luxury you 
could possibly imagine, from an elegant three-tiered dining room serving 
gourmet dishes to a well-stocked library and a spa. Your magical voyage 
will include the chance to discover the beautiful islands of the Caribbean 
such as St Lucia, Grenada and Martinique, before you disembark back in 


Barbados. 


“BABTA 
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Seven-night hotel stay 
in Barbados 


Arriving in Barbados, you'll be 
transferred to your hotel to begin 
your stay on this postcard-perfect 
island. After a day of exploring, 
relax on Barbados’ serene 
beaches, with warm inviting waves 
gently lapping the shore, and 

lofty palm trees swaying in the 
Caribbean breeze. 


The Sugar Cane Club Hotel & Spa 
is enveloped in lush landscapes 
and views of the Caribbean Sea, 
and you'll discover tranquillity and 
intimate seclusion to help you 
embrace the laidback Bajan way 
of life. 


: STAR CLIPPERS 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
Seven-night full-board cruise on board Royal Clipper 


- Enjoy a traditional sail-powered seafaring 
experience 


Relish a relaxed ambience with an easy-going 
dress code 


Intimate atmosphere with a capacity for just 
227 passengers 


Visiting”: Barbados, Captain's Best (Grenadines), 
St. George’s (Grenada), Tobago Cays (Grenadines), 
Kingstown (St. Vincent), Admiralty Bay (Bequia), 
Fort-de-France (Martinique), St. Lucia, Barbados 


Hotel Stay 


Seven-night four-star hotel stay in Barbados at the 
Sugar Cane Club Hotel And Spa 

*Book an Outside cabin or above and receive an all- 
inclusive hotel stay 


All flights and transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


INSIDE from* 


£2,599» 


OUTSIDE from* 


£3,199- 


SUPERIOR OUTSIDE from* 


£3,699» 


SUITE from* 


£4,999 


SOLO PASSENGER from* 


£4,299 


Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a cruise cabin or suite and 
include flights from London (regional flights available at a supplement). *Prices 
and itinerary based on December 9, 2023 departure. “Prices shown include 
discount and savings are based on two passengers sharing an Inside (Cat 6) 
cabin departing December 9, 2023. 


ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 
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sete An epic Cunard voyage from 


£3,199pp Singapore to Southampton 


at 


The Queen Mary 2 
Experience 


Quite simply, the Queen Mary 2 is the most 


magnificent ocean liner ever built, so, a fabulous SAVE OVER 


cruise holiday on this wonderful ship is an £2 900 
r 


experience of a lifetime. Cunard have incorporated 


$ 
the very latest in modern facilities, entertainment PE R COU PLE 


and enrichment opportunities into a ship radiating 


the opulence, charm and glamour of cruising’s co M PLI M ENTARY 
Golden Era. Your fine dining options include gourmet FLIGHT AND HOTEL 
delights with classy touches. STAY IN SINGAPORE 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 
36 night full-board cruise on board Queen Mary 2 


Visiting: Singapore, Penang, Langkawi, Phuket, 
Colombo, Doha, Dubai (overnight in port), Salalah, 
Aqaba, Suez Canal (scenic cruising), Athens, 
Barcelona, Cadiz, Southampton 


- There’s never a dull moment with West End-style 
productions at the Royal Court Theatre, a full live 
music programme, karaoke and quiz nights, plus 
ballroom dancing in the Queens Room 


Immerse yourself in the otherworldly charms of —— | 
Singapore before embarking Queen Mary 2 for 
an epic voyage, taking in the wonders of Asia, 
Arabia, and the Mediterranean. 


Enjoy a show at the planetarium, take part in 
fencing, relax in the Mareel Spa or sign up for the 
outstanding Insight programme 


From classic British and French in the Britannia 

and Grills restaurants to the best steak onboard 
at The Verandah, plus daily traditional afternoon 
tea and a range of cuisines at Kings Court Buffet, 
there's something to suit every taste 


Your epic adventure begins with a two-night, four-star hotel stay in Singapore. A city 


of curious contrasts and exotic fusions. Lose yourself in the colourful otherworldly 


structures at Gardens by the Bay, embark on a bumboat river cruise through sapphire 
Complimentary Hotel Stay 
Two-night four-star stay in Singapore at the Orchard 
Rendezvous Hotel with breakfast 


waters taking in the striking landmarks of the city, or escape to Kusu Island, a stunning 
turtle habitat with ornate shrines and glorious beaches. Explore 
Dubai 


Immerse yourself in the glamour of 
Dubai, where all that glitters truly 


Next, you'll embark the regal Queen Mary 2 for your spellbinding cruise to Southampton. 


Complimentary Outbound Flight 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


The flagship of the remarkable Cunard fleet, this exquisite ocean liner radiates with the 


charm and glamour of cruising’s golden era, blended with modern conveniences. Enjoy : i $ 
is gold. Here you'll meet sparkling 


a traditional Afternoon Tea served by white-gloved waiters, don your finest attire at a skyscrapers, glitzy shops, and sun- 


themed Gala Evening or challenge your fellow passengers to a deck game or two. soaked beaches, making it the ideal 


LAST CHANCE TO BOOK 


destination to enjoy a well-rounded 


You'll then set sail for your 36-night cruise exploring in the colours, cultures and contrasts break 


OCEANVIEW from 


£3,999» 


INSIDE from 


£3,199» 


of Asia, Arabia, and the Mediterranean. Highlights include the beautiful beaches and 
Alongside the charisma, you'll find a 


relaxed culture of idyllic Phuket, an overnight in port in Dubai - a city brimming with 
rich tradition and fascinating history; 


glittering skyscrapers and sacred temples, and a scenic cruise through the magnificent BALCONY from 


£4,899» 


GRILL SUITE from 


£11,499» 


lose yourself in the charming 
Suez Canal, which connects the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. rew Shas orhe Bases 
Quarter, also known as Dubai's 
historic heart or savour an abra 


cruise along the beautiful creek. 


Transfers are available at an additional cost. +Prices shown include 
discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill Suite. 


A mesmerising journey affording unforgettable sights, sounds, experiences, cultures and 


cuisines, you'll finally arrive in Southampton, where your holiday draws to an end. 


fs | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: REP7428 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 In partnership with Imagine Cruising 


17 Nights from £4,499pp- 


` j -incl usive Eastern Departing Sept and Oct, 2023 
Mediterranean Silversea voyage a e 


All-Inclusive Cruise 


' and luxury Crete escape een 


Visiting+: Athens, Kusadasi, Bodrum, Rhodes, Antalya, Hafia 
(overnight in port), Ashdod, Agios Nikolaos, Santorini, Athens 


& SILVERSEA' Complimentary Luxury Hotel Stays 


One-night five-star stay at the NJV Athens Plaza Hotel with 
breakfast 


Five-night five-star ultra all-inclusive hotel stay in Crete at the 
Mitsis Laguna Resort & Spa 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure- regional flights) 


PRICES FROM 


VISTA SUITE VERANDA SUITE 


£4,499pp- £5,299pp- 
SUPERIOR DELUXE VERANDA 
VERANDA SUITE SUITE 
£5,699pp- £5,999pp- 
R ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7656 
(ame 
*Offer includes one excursion per guest, per port/day. Additional excursions available at an extra charge. ^Prices 


shown include discount and savings based on booking directly with Imagine Cruising. +Prices and itinerary based 
| on October 12, 2023 departure. 


21 Nights from £5,499pp 
Cunard Queen Anne voyage Departing March 23, 2025 


and all-inclusive Maldives escape 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


i 13 night full-board cruise on board the brand-new 
Yay CUNARD 8 
xar Queen Anne 
Visiting: Singapore, Port Klang, Penang, Colombo, Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai (overnight in port) 
Hotel Stays 


Two-night five-star hotel stay at the Dusit Thani Laguna 
Singapore or similar with breakfast 


One-night five-star stay at the JW Marriott Marquis 
Hotel Dubai or similar 


Five-night all-inclusive four-star hotel stay in the 
Maldives at the OBLU XPERIENCE Ailafushi 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


PRICES FROM 


INSIDE OCEANVIEW BALCONY GRILL SUITE 


£5,499, £5,999», £6,999» £10,999pp 


~ QUEEN ANNE A 


D | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: ASA7798 
= 


IMAGINE’ &@ABTA ( For Imagine Cruising bookings call thetimes.co.uk/imagine F TIMES TravelOffers 
@ R U | S | N G PA @ 0808 303 01 04 Opening Hours: Mon to Sun: 9am to 8pm i 


MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. Trustpilot x x * x A 


For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Cruising, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Cruising are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


CRUISING 


MORE THAN JUST A CRUISE. 


In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


18 NIGHTS 
FROM 


£5,499pp 


j LNA ix 
re ” 


4 


Board the exquisite 
Queen Elizabeth 


When the late Queen Elizabeth || conducted 
the naming ceremony in her own honour in 
October 2010, she continued a marvellously 
regal formal cruising tradition. Cunard has 


maintained all the refined styling, amenities and 


service associated with the Golden Era of cruise 
sailing and added modern facilities, leisure and 
entertainment opportunities. 


Enjoy an unforgettable Alaskan voyage and 
opulent Rocky Mountaineer rail journey 
through the Canadian Rockies before 
embracing the ‘Greatest Outdoor Show on 
Earth, the Calgary Stampede. 


Your holiday begins with a night in the breathtaking oceanfront city of Vancouver 
before you'll embark Cunard’s regal Queen Elizabeth for your intriguing ten- 
night Alaskan voyage. Revel in Cunard’s iconic standard of luxury, from white- 
gloved waiters serving Afternoon Tea, to decadent Gala Evenings. 


Discover Ketchikan’s Indigenous heritage, glimpse bald eagles in Juneau, and 
marvel at Hubbard Glacier, North America’s largest glacier - gifting you awe- 
inspiring vistas and abundant wildlife, before disembarking in Vancouver. 


In Vancouver, you'll savour a further hotel stay before embarking the astounding 
Rocky Mountaineer, for a luxury rail journey that glides into the heart of the 
Canadian Rockies. Discover stunning sights, from dramatic gorges to sparkling 
lakes, from the opulent surrounds of this lavish vessel's carriages and during 

a stop in Kamloops. Disembarking in Banff, breathe in the crisp mountain air 

of Banff National Park and marvel at the revered Lake Louise during a fully 
escorted tour and two-night stay. 


Finally, you'll transfer to Calgary, for a three-night Wild West escape. Here, 
you'll attend the iconic Calgary Stampede, considered ‘The Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth’, as well as relish time at leisure to explore. During your two-day 
experience, you'll witness a host of jaw-dropping events with lively rodeos, 
adrenaline-inducing bull riding and scintillating live acts, as well as sampling 
mouth-watering North American snacks. 


IMAGINE 


“DABTA 
ABTANO.Y6300 ‘recs? 


Trustpilot x * x * # 


JUST LAUNCHED 


TWO-DAY TICKET 
TO THE CALGARY 


For Imagine Cruising bookings call 


© 0808 303 0104 


Cunard Alaska voyage, 
Rocky Mountaineer and 
Calgary Stampede 


FOR JUNE 2024 


STAMPEDE 


Rail journey on board 
Rocky Mountaineer 


One of the world’s most 
extraordinary train journeys, Rocky 
Mountaineer delves deep into some 
of Canada's most awe-inspiring 
landscapes. On a journey through the 
iconic Canadian Rockies, watch in awe 
as emerald forests unfurl and hem 

in icy blue rivers that snake through 
dramatic gorges. 


With the option to upgrade to Rocky 
Mountaineer’s GoldLeaf service, 

you could experience undulating 
panoramas of the sublime Canadian 
Rockies through the train’s full 
glass-dome windows. 


= 


Sunday, May 14, 2023 


<< 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 

Ten-night full-board cruise on board 

Queen Elizabeth 

Visiting: Vancouver, Ketchikan, Tracy Arm Fjord 
(scenic cruising), Juneau, Haines, Hubbard Glacier 
(scenic crusing), Sitka, Victoria, Vanvouver, 


Fully Escorted Tours 

Banff National Park tour including a visit to 
Lake Louise 

Two-day ticket to the Calgary Stampede 


Rail Journey 


Two-day luxury Rocky Mountaineer rail journey 
from Vancouver to Banff 


Optional upgrade to GoldLeaf service 


Hotel Stays 


Two-night four-star hotel stay in Vancouver at the 
DOUGLAS, Autograph Collection or similar 


One-night four-star hotel stay in Kamloops 


Two-night four-star hotel stay at the Banff Caribou 
Lodge & Spa or similar 


Three-night four-star hotel stay at The Westin 
Calgary or similar 
All flights and transfers 


(London departure) 


INSIDE from 


£5,499» 


OCEANVIEW from 


£5,999» 


BALCONY from 


£6,499» 


GRILL SUITE from 


£8,499» 


X | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: AME7584 


haioni 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Ten Nights from £1,999pp 
Departing Jun - Oct, 2023 


2023 Croatia island-hopping private yacht 


This amazing holiday includes: 


and magical Montenegro experience Half-Board Cruise 


Seven-night half-board cruise on board MS Roko including 
Captains Dinner 
Visiting: Dubrovnik, Slano, Korčula, Vis, Hvar, Mljet, 


(NY a BY Elafiti Islands, Dubrovnik 
YY, magine 


Hotel Stay 

Three-night five-star hotel stay in Montenegro at the 
Maestral Resort & Casino in a Sea View room with 
breakfast 

Enjoy a 50 minute Mediterranean massage during your spa day 
Escorted Tours 

Korčula Marco Polo tour, Hvar City tour, Mljet National Park 
walking tour, Dubrovnik walking tour, Boka Bay Cruise, tour 
of the Old Town in Montenegro and Lovćen National Park tour 
Exclusive Events 


Experience Dubrovnik Dinner on the Wall 
Farewell Gala Dinner at The Citadel in Budva 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


SF FE P ee 


PRICES FROM* ® 


5 
PORTHOLE WINDOW BALCONY BALCONY i 
£1,999» £2,699» £2,999», Sold Out 


*Prices based on October 22, 2023 departure. Outside Picture 
Window prices based on June 18, 2023 departure. 


R | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7558 
SS) 


e ° ° Ten Nights from £1,499pp* 
All-inclusive Dubai escape e a A 


and highlights of Arabia cruise 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


Seven-night full-board cruise on board the 
MSC Virtuosa 


Visiting: Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sir Bani Yas Island, 
Dammam, Doha, Dubai (overnight in port) 


*Book a Balcony cabin or above and receive a 
complimentary drinks package and pre-paid 
gratuities 


Hotel Stay 


Three-night four-star all-inclusive stay at the Hotel 
RIU Dubai 


All Flights 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


ENEE 


w 


PRICES FROM™ 


INTERIOR OCEAN VIEW BALCONY SUITE 


man 
£1,499» £1,699» £2,099 £3,299» Lik 
\ 
= 


| 
| 


MSC 


VIRTUOSA R ONLINE CRUISE CODE: REP7425 


“Prices based on January 17, 2024 departure. ^Prices shown include discount and savings are 
based on two passengers sharing a Suite departing January 13, 2024 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 In partnership with Imagine Cruising® 


28 Nights from £2,999pp 
Luxury Cunard voyage from Sydney to Departing February 25, 2024 


Singa pore This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


25 night full-board cruise on board Queen Mary 2 
Visiting: Sydney, Cairns, Darwin, Bitung, Hong Kong 

— (overnight in port), Chan May, Nha Trang, Ho Chi Minh | 
City, Singapore (overnight in port) 


Complimentary Hotel Stays 


Two-night four-star hotel stay in Sydney at the Rydges a 
World Square 


One-night five-star hotel stay in Singapore atthe Grand = 
Park City Hall Fe 


All hotel stays include breakfast 
Complimentary Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


PRICES FROM 


£2,999, £3,699,» £4,299» £9,999pp 


QUEEN MARY 2 hb | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: ASA7835 


*Prices include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Grill Suite. 


F x 17 Nights from £2,299pp | 
Ultra all-inclusive Rhodes retreat E nE T E 


and Mediterranean voyage 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


12 night full-board cruise on board Oosterdam 


Holland THE per Line’ Visiting*: Piraeus (Athens), Dardanelles, İstanbul, 


Mykonos, Kotor, Naples, Civitavecchia, Livorno, Cannes, 
Sète, Barcelona 


Complimentary Upgrade to Holland America’s = 
‘Have It All’ package i 
- Shore Excursions, Beverage Package, Specialty 
Dining, Wi-Fi 


Complimentary Luxury Hotel Stay 
Five-night five-star ultra all-inclusive hotel stay at the 
Rodos Maris Resort & Spa 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure) 


PRICES FROM™ 


INSIDE OCEAN VIEW f VERANDAH see 


£2,299pp £2,699 £3,199» £4,599 


h | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: MED7728 
| =m ] 


Prices are per person based on two adults sharing a cruise cabin or suite and include flights 
from London. *Prices and itinerary based on 15 October 2023 departure. 
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In partnership with Imagine Cruising® Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Luxury all-inclusive Japan 
voyage with Autumn Cherry 
Blossom and Mount Fuji tour 


5 
+ 
a 


cabo IQ cree | 
i — 


EF 


Experience 


Delightful design, with clever use of natural 14-15 Nights 
light throughout its public areas, enhances the 


stunningly attractive ambience of this beautiful De pa rting Septem ber, 2024 
cruise ship and promotes an atmosphere of i 

calm openness from the moment you board. The 4 

Celebrity Millennium® oozes sophistication and This amazing holiday includes: 
is a superb choice for those looking for a refined 
and elegant cruise with all the modern facilities 
you could imagine. 


All-Inclusive Cruise* 

12 night full-board cruise on board 

Celebrity Millennium® 

*Book a Veranda or above an receive an all-inclusive 
basis on the cruise 

Complimentary Classic Drinks Package*, Wi-Fi and Tips 


Uncover Japan - an exhilarating country fusing 
tradition with fresh innovation and landscapes 
scattered in autumn cherry blossoms — with a 
two-night hotel stay in Tokyo, a Mount Fuji tour, 
and an all-inclusive* cruise. 


Your enchanting voyage begins with a two-night stay, allowing you to delve 
into its captivating metropolis, and relish an unforgettable fully escorted 
tour of the sacred Mount Fuji. This memorable tour will highlight this iconic 
mountain's imposing beauty enhanced by sprinklings of ‘akizakura’, or Discover Mount Fuji 
cosmos - the autumn cherry blossoms. Then, witness an awe-inspiring sky 


Visiting*: Tokyo, Mt Fuji (Shimizu), Kyoto (overnight in 
port), Hiroshima, Busan, Hakodate, Aomori, Tokyo 


Complimentary Hotel Stay 
Two-night four-star hotel stay at the Grand Nikko 
Tokyo Daiba 


Complimentary Fully Escorted Tours 
Tour of Mount Fuji including the Hakone Ropeway 

cable car, boat trip across Lake Ashi, high-speed bullet 
train to Tokyo and half-day Tokyo city tour” 


All flights and transfers 


More than 200,000 people climb (London departure - regional flights available) 


the snow-capped summit of 
Mount Fuji every year, located in 


ride on the Hakone Ropeway Cable Car and a scenic boat trip across the 
serene Lake Ashi. 


Next, you'll join Celebrity Millennium® for your 12-night all-inclusive* cruise. Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park. Its 
A vessel oozing sophistication, Celebrity Millennium® offers a refined ekegan: shepe nes been depicted INSIDE from OCEAN VIEW from* 
cruising experience with the finest modern comforts, so settle in on board in peiniings ene iaren nas £3,399» £3,999». 


since ancient times, with many 
locals worshipping the fire deity 
Highlights of your cruise include a visit to Shimizu where, providing the who dwells within the mountain. 


weather is bright, you'll be gifted glimpses of the symbolic Mount Fuji, and 


as you're transported to some of Japan’s best coastal destinations. 


VERANDA from* 


£4,499 


CONCIERGE CLASS from* 


£4,799 


Visitors can hike to the top or take 


an overnight stay in port at Osaka’s Kyoto. Next, encounter the glimmering the Hakone Ropeway cable car, C5700. 
beaches of South Korea in the opulent coastal city of Busan before cruising admiring the view often shrouded d 
to the city of Hakodate, which abounds in diverse and historic architectural by an atmospheric layer of cloud. 


Main image is intended for illustrative purposes only. +Prices, itinerary and 
duration shown are based on September 22, 2024 departure. ^Tour only 
included on the 22nd September 2024 departure. September 11, 2024 
departure includes a 3 night hotel stay in Tokyo. 


Then it’s on to Lake Ashi, where 
you'll take a boat across the still 
and peaceful water, enjoying 

the serene natural beauty of the 


sights. Conclude your cruise a short sail away in Aomori, where you'll soak 
up Japan’s quintessential landscapes, including misty hot springs and snow- 
dusted mountains. 


Disembarking Celebrity Millennium®, you'll transfer to Tokyo's international Crater Lake. ONLINE CRUISE CODE: 
airport to begin your return journey. 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 In partnership with Imagine Cruising” 


26 NIGHTS 
FROM 


£3,799pe: 


iif hy 


The Celebri 
Experience 


y Millennium’ 


Delightful design, with clever use of natural 


light throughout its public areas, enhances the 
stunningly attractive ambience of this beautiful 
cruise ship and promotes an atmosphere of 
calm openness from the moment you board. 
The Celebrity Millennium® oozes sophistication 
and is a superb choice for those looking for a 
refined and elegant cruise with all the modern 
facilities you could imagine. 


Marvel at the awe-inspiring wonders of 
India’s famed Golden Triangle during a fully 
escorted tour, a magical safari experience 
and an unforgettable rail journey through the 
Himalayas before an all-inclusive cruise on 
board Celebrity Millennium’. 


Your holiday begins in Singapore for a one-night hotel stay before you'll embark 
the magnificent Celebrity Millennium® for your refined cruise. Highlights 

of your voyage include Thailand’s idyllic Phuket, an island renowned for its 
beaches hugged by coconut palms and vibrant coral reefs. You'll also stop in 
nature-filled Hambantota and laid-back Goa, a picturesque state nestled on the 
southwestern coast of India. 


Disembarking in Mumbai, you'll enjoy an overnight in port before you'll explore 
India’s iconic treasures during a fully escorted tour of the Golden Triangle. You'll 
begin in enigmatic Delhi and discover its multi-layered history and street life 
before reaching Agra. Here, you'll encounter India’s most iconic landmark, the 
resplendent Taj Mahal, a true architectural feat of white marble. 


A two-night adventure in the thrilling Ranthambore National Park then awaits, 
where you'll embark on jungle safari drives. From your open-topped car, you'll 
search for some of India’s most elusive wildlife, from regal Bengal tigers* to 
Indian rhinoceros. 


During a two-night hotel stay in the ‘Pink City’ of Jaipur, you'll explore the 
beguiling Amber Fort before you'll relish scintillating Delhi once more for an 
overnight hotel stay. Taking the Shatabdi Express to Kalka, you'll connect to the 
Shimla Express for a three-night hotel stay in Shimla, exploring the Himalayas on 
a walking trail, before transferring back to Delhi. 


rial. 


nve 


12 NIGHT FIVE-STAR 


FULLY ESCORTED GOLDEN 


TRIANGLE TOUR AND 
SCENIC RAIL JOURNEY 


CLASSIC DRINKS, WI-FI & 
TIPS INCLUDED 


Discover Ranthambore 
National Park 


Centred around the impressive 
10th-century Ranthambore Fort, 
Ranthambore National Park is home 
to an enthralling scattering of old 
mosques, temples, hunting pavilions 
and a wealth of diverse flora and 
fauna. 


The park's dry deciduous forests and 
grasslands establish Ranthambore 
one of the best national parks in 
India. 


i Taj Mahal, the Himalayas and all- 
à inclusive Celebrity voyage 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive Cruise 
14 night all-inclusive cruise on board 
Celebrity Millennium® 

Classic Drinks Package, Wi-Fi and Tips 


Visiting*: Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Phuket, 
Hambantota, Colombo, Cochin, Goa, Mumbai, Delhi, 
Agra, Ranthambore National Park, Jaipur, Delhi, Shimla, 
Delhi 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Tour of the Taj Mahal and Agra Fort, game drives 
through Ranthambore National Parkt, tour of Amber 
Fort by Jeep, Hawa Mahal and the City Palace, trail walk 
through the Himalayas, Shimla sightseeing city tour and 
a tour of Jama Masjid Mosque, Red Fort and Rajgha 


Rail Journeys 
Shatabdi Express to and from Kalka and a one day rail 
journey from Kalka to Shimla on board the Shimla Toy 
Train 


Hotel Stays 
Four-star hotel stays in Delhi, Agra, Ranthambore 
National Park, Jaipur and Shimla 

All hotel stays include breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 
(London departure - regional flights available) 


INSIDE from” 


£3,799 


OCEAN VIEW from* 


£4,299r» 


VERANDA from* 


£4,799 


CONCIERGE CLASS from* 


£5,299 


AQUACLASS? from* 


£6,199» 


*Price, duration and itinerary are based on November 22, 2024 
departure date. ^Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. 


fs | ONLINE CRUISE CODE: ASA7764 
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In partnership with Imagine Holidays® Sunday, May 14, 2023 


Nine Nights from £1,499pp: 


ANICU l Departing Jun - Oct, 2023 


This amazing holiday includes: 


All-Inclusive River Cruise 
Seven-night all-inclusive Danube River cruise on 
board A-Rosa Donna 

- All meals, snacks, afternoon tea and BBQ on the 

sun deck 

-All drinks, all day and evening* 

-Complimentary Wi-Fi 

-Complimentary room service 

-Complimentary use of on board bikes at selected 


i 
times 
Hotel Stay 
Two-night four-star hotel stay at the Vienna House 


ROSA- 


Cruising differently 


Diplomat Prague or similar with breakfast 

Optional upgrade available to the five-star Jalta | 
boutique hotel or similar — 
Visiting*: Engelhartszell, Vienna, Esztergom, H 
Budapest, Bratislava, Krems an der Donau, Melk, x 
Engelhartszell os 


All Flights and Transfers included 
PRICES FROM“ 


OUTSIDE JULIET BALCONY 


£1,499 £2,199 


“Prices and itinerary shown are based on October 5, 2023 departure date. 
*Exclusions, like branded drinks and champagne are extra. +Prices include 
discount and savings based on passengers sharing an Outside cabin 

departing October 5, 2023. 


12 Nights from £1,999pp* 
Departing Oct, 2023 - Mar, 2024 


Shimla Express and - 


This amazing holiday includes: 


India's Golden Triangle | Rail Journey 


One-day rail journey from Kalka to Shimla on board the 
= Himalayan Queen Toy Train 
Fully Escorted Tours 


3 aa Tour of Jama Masjid Mosque, Raj Ghat, Humayun’s 
ae Tomb, Qutub Minar and more 
me Sy i a Tour of the Taj Mahal, Agra Fort and Fatehpur Sikri 


Tour of Amber Fort, Hawa Mahal, the City Palace, Jantar 
Mantar Observatory and more 
$ Trail walk through the Himalayas 
Game drives through Ranthambore National Park* 
Shimla sightseeing city tour 


Hotel Stays 

Five-star hotel stays in Delhi, Shimla, Agra, 
Ranthambore and Jaipur 

All hotel stays include breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


w g 


PRICES FROM* 


TWIN SHARE 


£1,999pp 


+Price based on January, 2023 departure. “Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. 
Tour may operate in reverse direction for certain departure dates. 
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11 NIGHTS 


ly Zambezi rive} 
game safaris, 
and Cape Town stay 


£4,999pp 


The Zambezi Queen 
Experience 


As a guest on board the Zambezi Queen, an 
elegant houseboat meets floating boutique 
hotel, you'll enjoy a luxurious river safari 
journey, while in the height of comfort. As the 
Zambezi Queen slowly navigates the Chobe 
River, you'll be fully immersed in the majesty 
and stillness of the African bush, with all its 
magnificent sights and sounds. 


Experience a thrilling South African adventure 
with a captivating three-night Cape Town stay, 
adrenaline-inducing safaris, memorable encounters 
with the spectacular Victoria Falls and an 
enthralling cruise on the luxurious Zambezi Queen. 


Your once-in-a-lifetime African holiday begins in Cape Town, South Africa’s 
‘Mother City’. A highlight of your three-night stay will be a fascinating Cape 
Peninsula tour, enjoying dramatic ocean views and wonderful wildlife 
encounters with Cape Fur seals and penguins. 


Flying to Pilanesberg for a three-night safari stay at the four-star Shepherd's 
Tree Game Lodge, you'll enter vast South African bushveld and the private 
game reserve of Pilanesberg National Park to enjoy twice-daily, guided game 
drives and educational nature walks. During your time here, there will be ample 


opportunity to observe magnificent African wildlife, including the iconic Big Five: 


elephant, lion, leopard, buffalo and rhinoceros*. 


A flight to Zambia then follows where you'll transfer to historic Livingstone, 
gateway to Victoria Falls, the planet’s biggest waterfall and the Seventh Wonder 
of the Natural World. During your three-night stay, you'll explore the almighty 
falls on a guided walking tour and relish a stay in a luxury resort affording 
unlimited free access to this unforgettable spectacle. 


In a fitting finale, in Botswana’s Kasane, you'll embark the opulent Zambezi 
Queen, a floating boutique hotel in elegant ‘houseboat’ style for an 
unforgettable two-night cruise along the Chobe River between Botswana and 
Namibia. Amid breathtakingly African riverscapes, you'll join memorable water- 
based safaris to encounter resident wildlife, go birdwatching and join a cultural 
tour to a remote Namibian village. 
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SAVE UP TO 
£800 
PER COUPLE* 
ENDS 18.05.23 


Discover Pilanesberg 
National Park 


A thrilling safari experience 
awaits at Pilanesberg National 
Park, a game reserve area of 
breathtaking beauty and serenity. 


During your stay, you'll join 

daily game drives in Pilanesberg 
National Park, a thrilling way to 
experience the incredible African 
wilderness and wildlife. Here, 
you'll track down Africa's Big 
Five-elephant, lion, leopard, Cape 
buffalo and rhino’. 
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Sunday, May 14, 2023 In partnership with Imagine Holidays” 
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This amazing holiday includes: 


Full-Board Cruise 


Two-night full-board luxury cruise on board 
Zambezi Queen 


- Water-based game viewing and bird watching 


- Cultural tour of a local village 


Fully Escorted Tours 

Full-day Cape Peninsula tour 

Two game drives per day in Pilanesberg National Park 
Walking tour of Victoria Falls 


Hotel Stays 


Three-night four-star hotel stay in Cape Town at the 
Southern Sun the Cullinan with breakfast 
Three-night four-star hotel stay in Pilanesberg 
National Park at the Shepherd's Tree Game Lodge 
with breakfast, lunch and dinner 


Three-night five-star stay at The Victoria Falls Hotel 
with breakfast 


All Flights and Transfers 


(London departure - regional flights available) 


NEW DATES ADDED 


STANDARD SUITE from’ MASTER SUITE“ 


£4,999; £6,299» 


^Prices based on January 6, 2024 departure. Master suite based on December 
7, 2024 departure. *Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. +Prices shown 
include discount and savings based on two passengers sharing a Standard 
Suite departing April 15, 2024. 


For Imagine Holidays bookings call 


© 0808 258 7142 
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For full terms and conditions please visit thetimes.co.uk/imagine. Prices are correct at the time of print and are subject to change. Operated by and subject to the booking conditions of Imagine Holidays, a company wholly independent of News UK. Imagine Holidays are fully ABTA and ATOL bonded. 


In partnership with Imagine Holidays® Sunday, May 14, 2023 


14 NIGHTS 
FROM 


“i Cruise on board 
ee = Mekong Navigator 


we] 


uF E aan Step into a bygone era of charming and 


nostalgic sophistication enhanced by luxurious 
modern amenities on board Lotus’ luxurious 
Mekong Navigator. On board you'll find an 
expansive sun deck, atmospheric dining room 
and a lounge area complete with a bar, library, 
internet lounge and fitness centre with a spa. 
Luxuriate on board as this phenomenal vessel 
transports you downstream whilst your every 
need is taken care of. 


Delve into southeast Asia’s wonders with 
a series of discovery tours, a mystical 
Mekong River cruise and a sumptuous 
beachfront haven stay. 


Your epic adventure begins in charming Phan Thiét, where you'll delight in 

a phenomenal three-night hotel escape, enjoying exceptional beachfront 
views. A two-night hotel stay in Ho Chi Minh City awaits, complete with a fully 
escorted tour of the captivating and complex Cu Chi Tunnels - a labyrinthian 
must-see sight for history enthusiasts. 


Next, you'll savour an all-inclusive cruise along the Mekong River on board 
Lotus’ charming Mekong Navigator. On board, you'll encounter welcoming 
staff, opulent accommodations, as well as a Cambodian-themed dinner in the 
evening. 


Perhaps the world’s most fascinating river cruise, this lavish journey will 
capture your imagination, transporting you to a world of ancient temples and 
pagodas, Buddhist monasteries, and busy port towns. You'll sail first to Cai 
Bé, uncovering waterways lined with lush greenery, before calls at vibrant MY 
An Hung A and charming Long Khanh Island await. 


Discover vibrant Cambodia with an overnight in port in Phnom Penh - 
visiting shining Buddhist memorials and captivating museums that tell of 
the country’s tragic history - before uncovering golden-hued architecture in 
Angkor Ban. 


Bid a fond farewell to Mekong Navigator in Siem Reap, where you'll conclude 
your holiday with a luxury two-night stay and an enthralling tour of the 
temple-rich Angkor Wat. 


“DABTA 


For Imagine Holidays bookings call 


LOTUS CRUISES 


ADDITIONAL DATES 


JUST LAUNCHED 
FOR 2024 & 2025 


Enjoy a 
luxury beach stay 


At the Anantara Mui Ne Resort 
you'll experience the ultimate 
getaway in the realms of pure 
tropical bliss. Here your stay will 
embrace seaside elegance and 
Vietnamese charm, making for 
the perfect start to your holiday. 
The beachfront infinity pool is 
the perfect place to spend lazy 
days, or if you're looking to be 
more active, there are cookery 
classes and yoga on the beach, as 
well as windsurfing, sailing and 
snorkelling. 


4t 


All-inclusive Cambodia `° - -. 
and Vietnam Mekong river cruise 


This amazing holiday includes: 


Luxury Hotel Stays 
Three-night five-star hotel stay in Phan Thiet at the 
Anantara Mui Ne Resort 

Two-night five-star stay in Ho Chi Minh City at the 
Grand Hotel Saigon 


Two-night five-star hotel stay in Siem Reap at the 
Borei Angkor Resort & Spa 
All hotel stays include breakfast 


All-Inclusive Cruise 

Seven-night all-inclusive river cruise on board 
Mekong Navigator 

Visiting”: MY Tho, Cai Bè, Sa Déc, MY An Hung, 
Long Khanh Island, Phnom Penh, Angkor Ban, Wat 
Hanchey, Siem Reap 


Fully Escorted Tours 
Cù Chi Tunnels 
Angkor Wat 


All Flights & Transfers 


(London departure) 


SUPERIOR | VISTA SIGNATURE | PRESTIGE GRANDE 
SUITE SUITE SUITE SUITE SUITE 


PRICES from 


JAN, 2024 


£3,799pp | £4,199pp | £4,599pp | £5,199pp | £5,799pp 


MAR, 2024 | £3,299pp | £3,599pp | £4,099pp | £4,699pp | Sold Out 


APR, 2024 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £5,199pp | £5,699pp 


OCT, 2024 | £3,499pp | Sold Out | £4,299pp | £4,799pp | £5,399pp 


NOV, 2024 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £4,999pp | £5,499pp 


JAN, 2025 | £3,699pp | £4,099pp | £4,499pp | £4,999pp | £5,499pp 


FEB, 2025 | £3,599pp | £3,899pp | £4,399pp | Sold Out| Sold Out 


MAR, 2025 | £3,799pP | £3,999pp | £4,299pp | £5,099pp | £5,699pp 


APR, 2025 | £3,799pp | £3,999pp | £4,299pp | £5,099pp | £5,699pp 


“Price and itinerary based on March 2024 departure. Itinerary may operate in reverse 
depending on departure date. 


© thetimes.co.uk/imagineholidays 
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CEN 
Big re 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Best Places 
to Work 2023 


POWERED BY 


WorkL 


JUST THE JOB 


From benefits to bonuses, wellbeing to inclusivity, here are 
the top-rated employers - by the people who work there 


LALAT LAA 
oft e* . 


Best Places to Work 2023 


BEST AND 
BRIGHTEST 


WITH MARTHA LANE FOX 


Finding the sweet spot of employee contentment 
has long been an interest of mine, and | have 
gone to great lengths to understand how to 
create a happy working environment. | even went 
as far as co-founding Lucky Voice - a chain of 
private-room karaoke bars - partly to help ease 
workplace tensions. From the outset, our mission 
was to “spread happiness”. 

I'll forgive those for whom crooning along to 
pop hits sparks little joy, but the happy feelings 
experienced by our customers helped the business 
expand. Just as crucial has been the happiness of 
our employees at Lucky Voice. Whatever the 
industry — from hospitality to financial services 
and beyond - or the size of the company, engaged 
workers cause firms to thrive. 

The relationship between staff contentment 
and a firm’s productivity is one | see played out 
time and time again. Companies invest heavily in 
attracting talent, yet often fall short at retaining 
these same valuable team members - which is 
why the organisations listed here deserve all the 
credit due them. | admire these companies for 
opening their doors to The Sunday Times Best 
Places to Work employee survey. It’s hard to make 
bold business decisions and even harder to do so 
under public scrutiny. 

At these Best Places to Work, progressive 
workplace practices are hardwired. Whether 
working from hybrid locations or within flexible 
timeframes, enjoying high levels of employee 
wellbeing, thoughtful perks or beneficial training, 
staff at these companies are enjoying the best of 
British business. 

Many firms face employee and skills shortages 
in this tightened labour market. In the scramble 
to cope with the “great resignation” and catch up 
with Covid-19’s home-working experiment, perhaps 
some could benefit from prioritising more creative 
employee engagement. 

| have long been aligned with the vision of the 
WorkL career development platform. It is driven 
by a belief in the potential of happier employees 
transforming business and wider society. It offers 
more than noble aims, though. The workplace and 
employee data collected by WorkL provides more 
insight on the happiest companies to work for than 
anyone else in the world. 

If you don’t see your employer listed in 
this supplement, or in the digital edition available 
at thetimes.co.uk/bestplacestowork, why not? Maybe 
it’s time to put happiness at the heart of your career 
and search out a Best Place to Work. 


Martha Lane Fox co-founded lastminute.com 
and Lucky Voice. She is president of the 

British Chambers of Commerce, chancellor of 
the Open University and sits on multiple boards 
Twitter: @marthalanefox 


ILLUSTRATION: ABBEY LOSSING 


While dispirited workers are costing some firms millions of pounds a year, 
businesses that care about staff wellbeing are reaping the rewards. But 
what makes them some of the best places to work? By Senay Boztas 


WorkL 


stbestplacestowork@workl.com 
020 4576 1730 


re you happy at work? 
For the sake of your 
employer, let’s hope so. 
Findings from a total 

of 36,000 organisations 
in 106 countries by the 
career development platform WorkL 
show firms that make their people feel 
content perform better too. 

Unhappy employees are costing 
Britain millions of pounds, according 
to Lord Mark Price, the former trade 
minister and managing director of 
Waitrose. It is a state of affairs that 
WorkL, which he founded in 2017, has 
been beavering away to put right. 

Lord Price is uniquely able to bring 
34 years’ experience working at the 
John Lewis Partnership to the data 
gleaned from WorkL’s extensive study. 

“We’ve been able to figure out, from 
a qualitative and a quantitative point 
of view, what the real benefits are of 
having a happier and more engaged 
workforce,” he says, recalling one 


financial institution that had below- 
average engagement scores. 

“We calculated that the cost of their 
sick absence and staff turnover and 
loss of productivity was £2.5 million 
a year.” Upping its staff engagement 
figures to the average rate would save 
£1 million, WorkL found. 

“So although people think of this 
as being quite fluffy, it’s hard-nosed,” 
says Lord Price. 

Employees who aren’t happy 
represent a measurable “flight risk”, 
WorkL’s research indicates. Men aged 
between 25 and 44 are particularly 
prone to leaving their jobs, representing 
wasted investment in training and 
possibly a costly recruitment process. 

He identifies the six elements that 
drive a happy workplace - attributes 
that abound among the employers 
featured in The Sunday Times Best 
Places to Work. 

Some top firms are generous 
with compensation - for instance, 


Plum Moore, Dinesh Vitharanage 
and Laura Cannon of tails.com, 
where 57 registered office dogs 
help make it one of the top ten 
best big places to work 


a performance bonus and uncapped 
commission at recruitment agency 
Carrington West, average salaries of 
above £45,000 at Big Bite Creative or a 
share scheme at NextWave Consulting. 

But reward and recognition are not 
just financial. Saying “thank you” can 
also make an impact. “On average in 
the UK, we say ‘thank you’ and 
congratulate people on a job well done 
every two months,” says Lord Price. 

“It matters to people to feel they 
are doing something that’s been 
recognised as worthwhile.” 

Sharing information is important to 
ensure staff understand why business 
choices are made and their own role. 
Employees at Oxleas NHS Foundation 
Trust are encouraged to “ask Ify” - the 
chief executive Dr Ify Okocha - their 
questions directly. 

Empowerment means trusting people 
to do their jobs. “We don’t wallow in 
mistakes,” as the podcast and radio 
production agency, Fresh Air Production, 
puts it. “There are no witch hunts.” At 
the7stars media agency, employees can 
work from anywhere worldwide for 
four weeks a year. 

Job satisfaction is also driven by 
career development or the sense of 
learning within a job, plus the direct 
relationship with your manager. “This 


thetimes.co.uk/bestplacestowork 
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Although people 
think of this 
as being quite 
fluffy, it’s 
hard-nosed 


is pretty critical to whether you are 
happy or not at work,” says Lord Price. 

At London interior design studio 
Albion Nord, staff are encouraged 
to visit exhibitions “to benefit growth”; 
Britain’s top employers typically invest 
in professional management training 
rather than employing managers as 
if by accident. 

Wellbeing falls into three areas, 
notes Lord Price: mental, physical 
and financial. “The physical one 
is straightforward. If, say, you work 
in a factory or an area where health 
and safety is a big issue, is that being 
taken care of? If you are disabled, is 
the organisation managing that 
disability with you?” 

With increasing numbers of people 
identifying with mental illness, 
“is the organisation aware 
of that? Are you able to 
manage the mental 
struggles you may be 
having?” And then 
it’s financial: “Does 
the organisation 
help you if you 
have financial 
difficulty? If it 
does, how?” 
Staff wellbeing 
is an area where 
great companies get 
inventive. Hamilton 
Barnes Associates, the 
recruiter, brings in a barber 
or eyelash technician once a month; 
the marketing platform Awin runs 
rural retreats. Several firms offer 
hardship loans to their employees. 

And finally, pride is key: the thing 
that makes you feel a company is yours 
and you share its success. 

“The anecdote that I tell most 
often is when President Kennedy 
went to visit Nasa before it put a man 
on the moon,” says Lord Price. “He 
said to the janitor, ‘What do you do?’ 
The janitor replied, ‘I’m putting a 
man on the moon.’ He had a huge 
amount of pride in his job because he 
saw its place within what everybody 
there was trying to achieve.” 


WINNING FORMULAS 


At Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust, one of the top ten very big organisations, employees such as this 
nurse are encouraged to contact the chief executive directly with any questions they may have 


CALCULATING 
THE RESULTS 


The Sunday Times Best Places to Work lists of Britain’s 
top employers are produced in partnership with the 
employee-experience platform WorkL, which helps 
organisations to recruit, and measure, track and 
improve staff engagement. The top ten lists by 
organisation size and our special award winners appear 
here. For the full Best Places to Work listings visit 
thetimes.co.uk/bestplacestowork. 

The Sunday Times Best Places to Work survey uses 
35 questions from WorkL’s employee engagement survey, 
developed by behavioural scientists, data analysts, 
psychologists, business leaders, academics and other 
independent parties to most accurately monitor 
employee engagement and wellbeing in the workplace. 

To achieve a high overall engagement score, a 
company must consistently perform well across 
WorkLs six-step framework, encompassing: 


1. Reward and Recognition 
2. Instilling Pride 

3. Information Sharing 

4. Empowerment 

5. Wellbeing 

6. Job Satisfaction 


It is not possible to trade off one dimension 
against another - in a highly engaged workplace all six 
steps will be seen positively by employees, albeit to 
varying degrees. 

Each of WorkL’s Six Steps consists of between three 
and five key elements, which are measured on a 0-10 
scale. An organisation’s overall engagement score is the 
sum of all question responses, divided by the maximum 
possible value as a percentage. 


This Sunday Times Best Places to Work survey asks 
employees to respond to statements including: 


e | am happy with the hours | work 

e lam fairly paid 

e | am recognised when | do something well 

e | do something worthwhile 

e | feel proud to work for my organisation 

e Information is regularly and openly shared with me 
e | have enough information (and training) to do my job 
e My views are heard at work 

e | understand the organisation's plan 

e | am trusted to make decisions 

e | have what | need to do my job well 

e My employer cares for my wellbeing 

e [rarely feel anxious or depressed about work 

e | feel happy at work 

e |am treated with respect 

e | have a good relationship with my manager 

e | am being developed 

e | work in a well-run organisation 


To be successfully accredited as a Sunday Times 
Best Place to Work, organisations must achieve 

a minimum 70 per cent overall engagement score. 
Our banding threshold is based on both independent 
and WorkL commissioned research on employee 
engagement initiatives and is reinforced by 

WorkL’s benchmarking data of more than 36,000 
organisations. 

For an accurate representation of employee 
sentiment, organisations were required to send the 
survey to as many current employees as possible. 
Those participating had to reach these minimum 
average response rates to qualify: Very big, 40 per 
cent; Big, 50 per cent; Medium, 50 per cent; Small, 
60 per cent. 


POWERED BY Workl 


Best Places to Work 2023 


Good company: the 40 most 


Explore the best of the Best Places to Work with these top tens, listed by organisation size 


ORGANISATIONS 


2,000+ EMPLOYEES 


Arcadis 

The hashtag #ProudToBeMe is 
shorthand at this London design 
and engineering consultancy 
for making its 4,536 staffers feel 
accepted. They are encouraged 
to bring their “authentic self” to 
work, where perks include health 
insurance and up to 27 days’ paid 
holiday. There are family-friendly 
policies designed to benefit 
employees of all genders. 


CGI 

Employees at this global IT 
and business consultancy 
with a London base are 
nown as “members” 
because 85 per cent 

are shareholders. The 

irm sponsors 
professional 

raining and 


other’s achievements and prizes 
of Raleigh bikes. 


MBDA 
“Dynamic working” is one of the 
targets at this European missile 
developer and manufacturer, 
whose UK base is in Stevenage. 
Most of the 4,916 UK employees 
can work from home or juggle 
an early finish on Fridays. There 
is private healthcare, an annual 
bonus, enhanced parental leave 
and subsidised restaurants. 


OVO Energy 

The 4,242 workers at this 

Bristol-based renewable energy 

and utilities company have up 
to three paid days a year 

to volunteer for good 

causes. An extra 
9 per cent of 


BIG ORGANISATIONS 


250-1,999 EMPLOYEES 


Awin 

Flexibility is the norm for staff at Awin, an affiliate 
marketing platform. It allows the 441 London-based 
employees to work either four days a week or three 
plus two half-days, and there are opportunities 

in 16 offices worldwide, alongside a wellness 
programme and access to mental health coaches. 


Benefex 

This technology business makes software to help 
companies in 80 countries manage their employee 
benefits. Unsurprisingly, it puts that experience into 
practice with its own 513 employees. The Southampton- 
based firm is 50 per cent women-led, surveys staff every 
month and acts on their suggestions, such as modifying 
processes for new starters with dyslexia. 


Churchill Retirement Living 

Clinton McCarthy isn’t just co-founder and managing 
director of this retirement-property builder, he’s also 
one of its trained mental health first-aiders. This 

private company, based in Ringwood, Hampshire 
supports its 393 employees with training programmes, 


peer-to-peer awards and a social committee that 
organises day trips and quiz nights. 


HE Simm Group 

There’s a promote-from-within policy at this 75-year-old 
mechanical and engineering contractor, started by 
Ernie Simm and now run by his grandson, Gareth. The 
337 employees include 33 families apart from the 
Simms. People at the Liverpool-based business have 
access to free training and take part in charity schemes. 


Mowgli Street Food 

Charity is on the menu at this Liverpool-based Indian 
street food chain with 17 restaurants. For each full-time 
employee in the workforce of 652, the Mowgli Trust 
sponsors a child in India. Staff can also travel to India to 
learn about charitable projects and the cuisine’s history. 


Octopus Energy 

The growing London-based green energy business has 
1,846 employees, a new Japanese arm and plans to build 
wind farms across Europe. It has created a podcast to 
help with recruitment and developed diverse interview 
panels. Employees get equity options and a tax-efficient 
scheme to lease an electric vehicle. 


tails.com 

A nine-day fortnight is being trialled to keep tails 
wagging at this dog-food delivery firm. The 324 staff in 
Richmond, southwest London, can work flexible hours 


its 6,304 

staff have 

access to 

a wealth of 

benefits, such 

as medical cover 

and a retirement 

plan pension, gym 
membership, cheaper 
electric-vehicle leasing a 
extra paid holiday. 


Childbase Partnership 
As co-owners of the bus 


nd 


ness, 


all 2,299 employees of Childbase 


are invested in early year 


S 


care and education. Based 


in Newport Pagnell, the f 


irm 


committed £8.5 million last year 
in extra “cost of living” support 


for staff at its 43 nurseries 


with increased salaries, f 


ee 


meals at work and discounted 


shopping deals. 
David Lloyd Leisure 


David Lloyd Leisure, who 


offered everyone a daily 
hot meal, whether or not 
hey were on shift. Peopl 
connect via an app and 
can join management 
development programm 


FatFace 


Perks are fit for purpose at 


se 


5,749 workers receive free 
membership and use of its 
gyms and pools. Last winter, 
he Hatfield-based group 


e 


es. 


This clothes designer and 


retailer wants to help its 
2,500 staff be “at their 


natural best, with a healthy 
culture that’s made for life”. 
The Havant-based business 
employs a hybrid working 


model, a badge scheme 
colleagues to highlight e 


for 
ach 


m 


tgs 
amb 


their salary is for 
flexible benefits 
such as gym 


emberships, 


while OVO's 


ro carbon” 
ition encourages 


cycling to work and 
tech recycling. 


Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust 
The trust's values - “We're kind, 


we're fair, we list 
were chosen by 


en, we care” — 
its 4,000 


employees, based in Dartford, 
who have a staff forum and 


wellbeing cham 


pions. The 


organisation has around 
46 per cent black and ethnic 
minority representation and 


a commitment t 
equality and inc 


o “improve 
lusion to create 


an anti-racist organisation”. 


PizzaExpress 


When the cost of living crisis 


hit last year, Pizz 
its 9,242 employ 


and friends. The 


is loyalty: half of 
Uxbridge-based 
Veolia 


Ecological trans 
he aspiration of 


aExpress gave 
ees four free 


pizzas a month to eat with family 


motto here 


is “express yourself” and one 
ingredient in its secret sauce 


the managers 


were promoted from within the 


business. 


ormation is 
this London- 


based water, waste and 
energy management company, 


which has a digi 
workforce of 5,0 
patterns are flexi 


ally connected 
98. Work 
ble and there’s a 


career development programme 


designed to boo 


st the number of 


women in opera 


ional positions. 


Veolia also offers a share scheme 
and wellbeing benefits. 


MEDIUM 
ORGANISATIONS 


50-249 EMPLOYEES 


Ancoris 

The Bracknell tech firm, specialising 
in Google Cloud services, runs 

a training programme to help 
people from a range of backgrounds 
to kick-start their careers. Among 

a recent cohort of its graduates, 

60 per cent were female 

and 33 per cent self-taught 
“techies”. The company offers its 
106 staff private medical care, two 
volunteering days per year and 

a flexible work-from-abroad policy. 


Carrington West 

Regular social events reinforce the 
attitude that everyone is valued at 
this Portsmouth-based technical 
recruitment business, operating in 
sectors such as town planning. The 
98 staff receive weekends away, 
private medical cover, uncapped 
commission and a company 
performance bonus, as well as 
hardship loans where needed. 


easyJet Holidays 

Every two weeks, the 187 employees 
of this Luton-based tour operator 
have “permission to pause” by taking 
two hours away from their job to do 
something to help their wellbeing. 


The firm aims to make work 

a pleasure too, with team events 
as well as a share scheme, flight 
discounts and holiday vouchers. 


11 Investments 
London-based 11 Investments, 
founded by Joe Curtis, Andy Sellers 
and Charlie Rawstron, is a group of 
recruitment brands with 104 staff. 
To ensure “everyone loves what they 
do and never wants to leave”, as one 
employee puts it, perks include 
private medical insurance and 

a £500 annual wellbeing allowance. 


Hamilton Barnes Associates 
Company growth at this London- 
based network engineering recruiter 
can lead to career progression for 
go-getting staff. One employee who 
started as a consultant nine years 
ago now heads its US operation. 
Support for the 110 workers comes 
from mental health and personal 
development coaches, wellness 
days and Luna, the office dog. 


Itecco 

A personal financial adviser is on 
hand to help Manchester-based 
recruiter Itecco’s 51 staff manage 
their money. An annual fully funded 
ski trip for top billers, monthly 
achievers club and consultant of 
the month bonus, plus a generous 
pension and life insurance cover, 
are part of its rewards package. 


NextWave Consulting 
Everyone is a shareholder at 
NextWave, which helps financial 


services companies with data 
analytics, fintech and automation. 
ts 56 staff in London have 

10 “learning days” a year and can 
earn a bonus for finding new 
business. A social impact training 
programme supports young people 
rom diverse backgrounds. 


Quooker UK 

ot only do the 98 employees 
here have free Deliveroo lunches, 
hey also get 50 per cent off their 
own Quooker “tap that does it all”, 
or boiling, filtered, chilled and 
sparkling water. Staff at the Dutch 
amily firm’s Manchester office 
can bring in their pets, dress 
casually and enjoy social events. 


SiXworks 

People can aim high at this defence 
tech consultancy, which has worked 
with the RAF. The business, based 

in Farnborough, Hampshire, has 

63 employees who enjoy private 
medical care, annual bonuses and 
monthly lunch-and-learn sessions. 
A Wednesday coffee morning quiz, 
started during the pandemic, is now 
a permanent fixture. 


Xalient Holdings 
Martina isn’t an employee at the 

IT consultancy Xalient but does 

a vital job - as an Al monitoring 
tool. The Leeds firm combines 
tech with a human touch to look 
after its 170 employees. There is 

a company bonus scheme, as 

well as global career opportunities 
and access to a wellbeing app. 


Owork POWERED BY 


thetimes.cc¢ 


loved 


and fuss over 57 registered office dogs. “Nothing 
lightens the mood in a meeting like a dog gnawing 
onan antler,” notes one employee. 


The Edwin Group 

A collection of companies, The Edwin Group recruits 
and supplies teachers and support staff for schools. 
Carbon negative, the Newcastle upon Tyne firm wants 
to “positively impact the lives of young people” - it 
has invested £600,000 to support mental health, 
attendance, sports and creative arts in schools. Its 
263 staff benefit from 31 days’ annual holiday, four 
weeks’ paid paternity leave and management training. 


the7stars 

Employees at this London-based media agency 
can work from anywhere worldwide for four weeks. 
It believes in giving its 284 people a voice - they 
voted for dogs in the office - and runs company- 
wide retreats to Osea Island, Essex. The office is 
equipped with a bar serving prosecco on tap. 


Vorboss 

Connectivity is key at telecommunications outfit 
Vorboss, which provides a high-speed business 
fibre network to London firms. Based in the capital, 
it gives the 368 employees 5 per cent of their salary 
(up to £2,500) for “life-enhancing training”, from 
leadership courses to swimming lessons. Other 
benefits include private medical care. 


their computer plays them 

a personalised song. The firm, which 
finds people for jobs in healthcare 
and biotechnology, offers incentives 
such as company holidays and up 
to 12 extra days off a year. 


everyone gets £750 a year for learning 
resources or attending industry events. 


SMALL 
ORGANISATIONS 


10-49 EMPLOYEES 


DeskLodge 

With its motto “Looks like work, feels 
like fun”, DeskLodge has plenty to 
live up to, which is why its staff of 


11 are offered Audible membership, Lemongrass Marketing 


monthly lunches, weekends away Four days a week are for work 

and £500 annual training allowances at Lemongrass Marketing - and 
Albion Nord (plus free sweets on Fridays). The the fifth, for the 13 employees, 
The 15 employees of this London Bristol-based business runs offices is set aside for volunteering, 
interior design studio work partly and shared working space. hobbies or just enjoying life. 
from home but are encouraged to The Bicester-based travel PR 


‘Ramos Vieira’s 
employer, PizzaExpress, 
promotes half its 
managers from within 


Everyone loves 
what they 
do and never 
wants to leave 


- 11 Investments 


visit galleries and 
benefit their deve 


exhibitions to 
opment. Perks 


at the company, which aims to 
create “spaces with a sense of 


place”, include pri 
insurance and sui 


vate medical 
ably stylish 


summer and winter parties. 


Better Placed 


Owned jointly by i 
this Leeds-based 


ts 37 employees, 
recruitment 


agency offers incentive trips to 


Cape Town, Duba 


i and Las Vegas, 


plus bonus schemes and gym 


membership. The 


firm recruits 


for jobs in digital companies, tech 
and marketing while fostering 
an environment in which its own 


Fintelligent Search 
Staff fitness is ingrained at Fintelligent 


Search, which offe 
lunch breaks to its 


s extended gym 
2 employees. 


Based in snazzy new office space 


in Manchester, the 
insurance and lega 
company provides 


overseas, early-finis 
12 “star days” of extra annual leave 
based on performance. 


inancial services, 
recruitment 
lexitime, trips 

h Fridays and 


Fresh Air Production 

t's nice to be recognised and 

his London enterprise with a staff 
of 12 reckons it has the “loudest 
cohort at award ceremonies”. Run 
by friends Neil Cowling (founder), 


company has a hybrid working 
policy, and perks include travel 
insurance, private healthcare 
and a bonus scheme. 


Re-Flow 

Teams are tight at Re-Flow, a field 
management software provider based 
in Exeter. Helping them bond are 
regular social activities, from group 
dinners to paintballing and virtual 
reality parties. A growing business, 
Re-Flow pays for certifications, training 
and courses for its 24 employees, while 
perks include dental and eye-care plans, 
a pension and a cycle-to-work scheme. 


SWC Partnership 


The SWC Partnership mantra is 
“Live, learn, evolve” and in that 
spirit, the Tunbridge Wells-based 
marketing agency, founded in 
2014, was acquired by global 
agency UP There, Everywhere in 
February 2023. Hours are flexible 
and location is hybrid: the 

12 employees typically work two 
days a week in the office. 


ichaela Hallam and Richard Blake, it 
makes podcasts and radio programmes, 
Big Bite Creative with a culture of cooperation and 

Lunch is free as well as healthy for a transparent salary structure. 

the Big Bite Creative team, who help 
organisations improve how they Leaders in Care Recruitment 
publish their digital content. The This Manchester firm really is 
Middlesbrough tech firm offers its a listening employer - when one 
28 employees an average salary of the 31 employees at Leaders 
above £45,000 plus bonuses, and in Care Recruitment wins a deal, 


people tend to stay put. 
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Best Places to Work 2023 


he Sunday Times Best Places to Work survey spotlights 
companies that foster engaged and inclusive workplace 
cultures - where employee happiness and wellbeing 
is prioritised. In these special awards we acknowledge 
some of these organisations’ unique qualities and 
achievements in excelling within specific areas 
and demographic groups. The categories highlighted here were 
established using self-selected responses provided anonymously 
by Best Places to Work employees. The award winners were 
chosen for their policies and actions, not just for their high 
engagement scores, using minimum response rate requirements 
to ensure representative samples. For each category, a company 
of each size is credited either as a winner or highly commended. 


BEST PLACES TO 
WORK FOR WOMEN 


THE SPECIAL AWARD WINNER 


=I 
jaji 


AN 


OVO (very big) 

With its eye on future talent, OVO offers a bigger referral 
fee when an employee recommends a new recruit for areas 
with lower diversity, such as women in tech or women in 
field services. Flexible ways of working are hardwired at 

the Bristol-based energy supplier, which also offers staff 
shared parental leave and days off to mark “moments that 
matter”, plus unlimited compassionate leave, menopause 
support and “recharge” time off. Its female respondents to 
our survey give OVO an 89.2 per cent engagement score. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


ast 
mia 


Epin] 


Vorboss (big) 

The female employees who responded to our survey give Vorboss, 
which is dedicated to providing London businesses with a fast fibre 
network, a 90 per cent score for employee engagement. Supporting 
them are benefits including personal and period days, a progressive 
parental leave policy and “back-up care” for parents and carers. 


mploye 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR ETHNIC MINORITIES 


VIOOH (medium) 

This London digital out-of-home marketing firm has a gender neutral 
parents’ policy that offers the same leave, pay and support to all 
employees having a baby through pregnancy, adoption or surrogacy, 
with up to 26 weeks’ full pay and a £5,000 return to work bonus. 
Plus, there’s a wellbeing policy with support for neurodiversity. 
Female staff give VIOOH a 91.9 per cent engagement score. 


THE SPECIAL AWARD WINNER 


Arcadis (very big) 


Ane 
fe 


or everyone 


Appetite for Business (small) 
This Microsoft Cloud technologies agency has achieved a 50-50 
gender balance among its 18 staff, led by founder Sheryl Newman, 


This design and engineering fi 
#ProudToBeMe - and works to 
workforce where staff can fee 


rm invites its “Arcadians” to be 
foster a diverse and inclusive 
proud to be themselves at 


one of Cancer Research UK's women of influence. Staff can choose 
where they work - “particularly beneficial to female colleagues with 


children who were facing barriers to career progression’, the firm says. 
Female employees give it a 99 per cent employee engagement score. 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR DISABLED EMPLOYEES 


THE SPECIAL 
AWARD WINNER 


Oxleas NHS Foundation 
Trust (very big) 

In our survey, 102 of this 
trust’s workers identified 

as disabled - the highest 
number across Best Places to 
Work. Its disabled employees 
scored Oxleas 73 per cent for 
engagement. The Dartford- 
based health organisation is 
signed up to the Disability 
Confident Committed 
employer scheme, which 
pledges to remove barriers 
to disabled people, and 
there's a staff network for 
those with a disability or 
long-term conditions. 


HIGHLY 
COMMENDED 


Benefex (big) 
United@Benefex is an 
employee-led group that 


focuses on diversity and 
inclusion, among other key 
issues, providing a forum 
for staff to share their 

lived experiences. The 


Southampton tech business, 


which makes the OneHub 
software that helps firms 
manage their employee 
benefits, wants to be 

a “diverse, inclusive and 
accessible place to work”. 
Its disabled respondents 
give Benefex an 89.9 per 
cent engagement score. 


The Grand, York (medium) 
The five-star hotel in York 
is amember of the 
government's Disability 
Confident scheme, which 
supports employers to make 
the most of the talents 
disabled people can bring 
to the workplace. Around 
one in ten respondents to 
our survey identified as 
disabled, the highest 


proportion among all 

Best Places to Work, 

and they report stellar 
rates of engagement 

at 90.7 per cent. A member 
of the Splendid Hospitality 
Group, The Grand, York 
works with a range of 
partners, including learning 
disability charity Mencap, 
to support job seekers. 


Electra Learning (small) 
Electra Learning’s Aberdeen 
office is part of a network 
that also includes bases 

in Calgary, Toronto and 
Houston. The firm specialises 
in IT change management 
and offers exchange trips 
between its countries. 

With a UK workforce of 

34, almost a tenth (three 
people) of Electra Learning 
staff identify as disabled 
and are a highly engaged 
cohort, scoring 98 per cent 
for engagement. 


Mowgli founder Nisha Katona, 
whose restaurant chain was 
highly commended 


bb 


We get 
innovative 
ideas through 
a diverse 
workplace 


- Arcadis 


work. Almost one fifth of the employees surveyed come from 

a Black, Asian or ethnic minority background, and this group 
gives the firm an 87 per cent engagement score. Dutch-owned 
Arcadis was ranked among the top ten employers in the 2021 
Ethnicity Awards. “It is through a diverse workplace that we get 
innovative ideas that make a difference to our projects,” says 
one employee. “All Arcadis colleagues are meant to feel part of 
an inclusive culture that allows them to give their very best self.” 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


Mowgli Street Food (big) 

In partnership with the World Vision charity, street food business 
Mowgli sponsors a child in need in India for each full-time 
employee hired. Each year, the Liverpool-based company sends 
40 team members to India to see this charity work in action 

and to learn about the dishes served in the chain’s 17 restaurants. 
Staff get festive holidays off and 30 days’ annual leave, and all 
come together at Mowgli Fest, which features live music, free 
food and drinks, a funfair and recognition awards. Its ethnic 
minority respondents score it 87.9 per cent for engagement. 


Boult Wade Tennant (medium) 

Working with social mobility charity The Sutton Trust, intellectual 
property firm Boult Wade Tennant recruits students to its work 
experience schemes. Staff at the London-based firm are members 
of IP Inclusive - an organisation that seeks to improve equality, 
diversity and inclusion within intellectual property - while the 
in-house diversity and inclusion committee has commissioned 
a benchmarking survey to help with inclusivity. Staff from ethnic 
minority backgrounds report 971 per cent engagement. 


r10 (small) 

London management consultancy r10 aims to be inclusive 

and its ethnic minority employees score it 98 per cent for 
engagement. “We are dedicated to building a truly inclusive 
workforce - a place that represents the diversity of our modern 
society, with opportunities to grow and succeed based on our 
own merits,” says the firm. Everyone has a “talent pathway”, 
there is training on topics such as unconscious bias and cultural 
sensitivity, and policies are based on individual needs. 
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| Staff over 55 scored The Goring, 
close to Buckingham Palace, 
highly for engagement 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR LGBTQIA+t 
EMPLOYEES 


THE SPECIAL AWARD WINNER 


Thomas Franks (big) 

Family-owned and run contract caterer 
Thomas Franks says it is driven to be different 
- and staff members of all orientations and 
sexuality feel welcome. There is a diversity 
and inclusion group that celebrates the diverse 
workforce, its aims supported by the board of 
directors who strive “to promote and improve diversity, 
equity, inclusion and belonging throughout Thomas Franks”, 
says one employee at the Oxfordshire-based firm. An 
engagement score of 93.8 per cent among LGBTQIA+ 
respondents to our survey validates the good intentions. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


CGI (very big) 
The LGBTQIA+ and allies network at the London-based arm 
of global IT and business consulting firm CGI is a member-led 
group for staff of alternate sexuality or gender identity. It 
marks significant dates in the LGBTQIA+ calendar and holds 
regular social events, while also working on CG! policies, 
recruitment and confidential support. Engagement scores 
among the respondents to our survey who identify as 
LGBTQIA+ are resoundingly high, at 90.6 per cent. 


easyjet Holidays (medium) 

LGBTQIA+ employees at this Luton-based holiday arm of the 
easyJet business - launched in 2019 - are highly engaged 

with their work, reporting a 96.6 per cent score. There’s 
access for all staff to in-house management and development 
schemes, training courses with Accenture and an online 
learning academy. Perks include “significant discounts” 

on flights, annual holiday vouchers and a shares scheme. 


5 Squirrels (small) 

Staff at Brighton skincare manufacturer 5 Squirrels have been 
working a four-day week since June 2022. Office hours are 
Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm, meaning staff get “100 per 
cent of their salary for 80 per cent of their time in return for 
100 per cent productivity”, the company tells us. It also celebrates 
the backgrounds, experiences and perspectives of its staff: 
two extra “bank holidays” are given - one for the annual Pride 
weekend in Brighton and another for World Mental Health Day. 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR 16 TO 34-YEAR-OLDS 


THE SPECIAL AWARD WINNER 


11 Investments (medium) 

Recruiter 11 Investments is certainly a buzzing place 

for employees aged between 16 and 34 - more than 

two thirds of our survey respondents were in this age 
group. Described by one staffer as a “high-energy”, 
“ambitious” and “social” operation, 11 Investments puts 
on monthly get-togethers and quarterly events, including 
a summer ball. The London firm provides a £500 annual 
wellbeing allowance, unlimited holidays, trips abroad 
and complimentary breakfasts, fruit and drinks. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


Childbase Partnership (very big) 

More than half (55 per cent) of Childbase respondents in 
our survey fall into the 16-34 age bracket, expressing high 
rates of engagement at 83.5 per cent. All employees of 
the early years education provider are co-owners of the 
company. Collectively, they work at 45 nurseries, where 
free staff meals were part of an £8.5 million investment 

in cost of living support last year. Charity fundraising and 
environmental initiatives contribute to the culture, and 
more than 700 employees have over six years’ service. 


Awin (big) 
The London office of global affiliate marketing platform 

Awin is one of 17 worldwide. Cross-department collaboration, 

creativity and communication are valued at the company, 
which attracts new talent via internships and working 

student programmes, as well as through global exchange 
programmes and experienced hires. Staffers 

aged 16 to 34 give Awin a 90 per cent score 

for engagement overall. 


Fintelligent Search (small) 
Manchester recruiter Fintelligent 
Search offers structured career 
progression via its career planner, 
outlining what each employee 
needs to achieve to reach their 
next grade - in turn bringing 
them a pay rise, improved 
commission and extra benefits. 
Three quarters of the respondents 
in the 16-34 age group score it 
99.3 per cent for engagement. 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR WELLBEING 


THE SPECIAL AWARD WINNER 


Quooker (medium) 

Quooker, which makes those handy, do-everything 
kitchen taps, achieves an impressive 97 per cent 
engagement score for wellbeing among our survey’s 
respondents. Helping to create such contentment 
are the daily free lunches from Deliveroo for the 
Manchester-based team, the casual dress code and 
the fact that pets are welcome in the office. Everyone 
gets their birthday off, paid, while team social events 
happen regularly and the company offers a cycle to 
work scheme. Quooker also invests in an employee 
assistance programme that supports people’s broader 
financial, physical and mental wellbeing. 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


CGI (very big) 
This global firm wants staff to “bring their whole selves 
to work while respecting their work-life balance” - and 
with an 88 per cent wellbeing engagement score in our 
survey, it appears to be hitting the right notes. Based in 
London, the UK arm of CGI offers medical cover, while 
its Oxygen health and wellbeing scheme encompasses 
mental health first aiders, ergonomic assessments and 
preventative health advice. Counselling and support can 
be accessed free via its employee assistance programme. 


tails.com (big) 

There are 57 registered office dogs at pet food retailer 
tails.com, an average of six employees (there are 324 

in total) per four-legged friend. The Richmond-based firm 
trialled a nine-day fortnight for all staff in January and 
hybrid working is encouraged. The Bippit service provides 
staff with professional financial coaching, and there are 
complimentary counselling services. Tails.com earns an 
89 per cent wellbeing engagement score from staff. 


Big Bite Creative (small) 

Staff choose the working hours and location they feel 
most comfortable and productive with at WordPress 
agency Big Bite Creative. The Middlesbrough firm offers 
a wellbeing programme that includes free healthy lunches, 
while office social and relaxation zones foster downtime. 
Employees can access free counselling services and 
entry to events such as Tough Mudder. Big Bite Creative 


gained a 98 per cent wellbeing engagement score. 


BEST PLACES TO WORK 
FOR EMPLOYEES AGED 55+ 


THE SPECIAL 
AWARD WINNER 


The Goring (medium) 

Built by chief exec Jeremy 
Goring’s great-grandfather 
Otto in 1910, this London 
institution is a place for all 
generations. One in ten of 
those who responded to our 
staff survey is over 55 and this 
group gives The Goring a 
resolute thumbs up, scoring it 
90 per cent for engagement. 
A stone’s throw away from 
Buckingham Palace, the 
hotel fosters a “culture of 
kindness”. Head doorman 
Peter Sweeney has 
celebrated 58 years’ service. 
Perks for both young and 

old include free chiropodist 
treatments for tired feet, 
yoga and meditation classes. 


HIGHLY 
COMMENDED 
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Veolia (very big) 
More than a quarter 
of Veolia’s employee 


respondents are over 55. 
The London water, waste 
and energy management 
solutions firm tells us its 
“future of work” team is 
looking into how it can 
improve support for the 
older workforce with specific 
initiatives - and its 76.8 

per cent engagement score 
from this demographic 
shows it is on the right track. 
Perks include a share 
scheme, occupational 
health provision and 
financial wellbeing advice. 


Churchill Retirement 
Living (big) 

One in ten respondents to 
our employee survey ticks 
the 55 or over box at this 
retirement home company, 
where trust, openness, 
respect, communication and 
honesty are the company 
values. Churchill is proud to 
support an older workforce 
and says it offers fulfilling 
work - the 87.8 per cent 


by the over-55s in our 
survey shows it’s doing 

the right thing. The firm’s 
headquarters are in 
Hampshire but more than 
three quarters of staff work 
in standalone roles, coming 
together at quarterly area 
meetings for team-building 
and celebrating success. 


Alexander Grace (small) 
There is no slowing down 

for the over-55s at financial 
services firm Alexander 
Grace, who give their 
company a 99.8 per cent 
overall engagement score. 
Just under a third of the 
36-strong workforce falls into 
our older age bracket at the 
Warwickshire firm, which 
recruits “lovely people who 
care’, it tells us. Financial and 
hands-on support helps 
those on the career ladder 
obtain industry-recognised 
qualifications, while links 
with local charities and 
regular social events are 


engagement score recorded 


part of the company culture. 
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